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EPISTLE 


Good Fellow-Chriſtians 
" Will not encreaſe the Bulk or Price of 
this Book, by. giving the World an ac- 
count of all the Reaſons that mou d me 
to publiſh it ; let it ſuffice to tell you, 
that tis a Deſign of great Charity for jour 
Temporal and Eternal Intereſt. 7 would, as 
much as lies in me, render your Eſtate eaße, 
profitable, and at leaſt not diſhonourable, -. 
which I ſhall certainly effect, if I can perſuade 
Von to Contentment, and 4 fait hſa! diſcharge * 
of your Duty, in your Place. For tis not the + 
u, Service, but the Faults of Ser. 
vents, which render this ſtate uneaffe and 
ontemptible, the greateſt Burthen-and Diſ= _ 
. A232 honout 


The Epiſtle to Servants. | 
Honour of it being, in truth, to be imputed 
to. the imreaſonabls Niſcontents, to the neg- 
Agent, unfaithful; or nndifereet behaviour of 
many Servants. I would poſſeſs you there- 
N fore-with | ſuch Virtues-as may render. you 
be Favourites and Confiftnts of your 
Maſters, dear to them A you ought to be) 
next to their own Childrex ; and by being 4 
Jo, gon mill become more comidęrabli to al f. 
that know yon, and prearen everyday ta ad- . 
Dancement : Theſe Virtues are Contentment 
in your Condition, Juſtice, Truth, Induſtry, 
Humility, the Fean of God, and. ſuch like. 
Zr FUE you will connings. 
abe World, It you differ from the Rich 
and Great only Tn-outward Circumſtances, 
 #hat you have trut Honour and Goodneſs im 
your Souls, and that you have nothing mean 
in you beſides your Fortune: 1heſe therefore 
cannot” miſs of making you worthy ta be 
eſfeem d, io be belos d, to be truiffed, ta be 


— 


encourag d. 


Bu thts i not the ntmoſt of my Neſign ; 
I would" make you Happy and Glorious 
hereafter 3 I would make you the Children , 
ie Heirs of God, and Joynt- Heirr with 
. 6 2 * 2 boo "EB 9 Chriſt, 


—_— 


"The Epiltle to dorvatits. . 


c. "though the Servants of Men ; 1 "2 


would deliver you from the Bondage of SI Sim _ 


and Satan, aud make you partakers of the 


true Liberty of the Sons of od. RT this 


cannot be * unleſs you can be prevail 4 + | 


with yo ve and purſue after thoſe Virtues 
whiob become jour Condition in the World, 
and ſo diſcharge your Duties conſcientiouſly. 
for 1 muſt deal faithfully with you, no Man 
cen be 4 good Chriftian, who is not good 

in that ſtation Where God has placed 


rofl Ton cannot then be Obedient. Ser * 


wantrof Grd, unleſs you be Faithful" Ser- 
wants of Men ; » or jet" do I confine'the _ 
Whole of your Duty within the compaſs of 
your Service to Man, there is a Dat.  atfo- 
which you owe 10 God, twhich 1 4e 10 
perform in the firſt place, not oniy becauſe 
be ir your Chief and Beit Maſter, (T ſhould © 
rather hive ſaid, your Good Lord an 

Father too) bnt alſo, becauſe this is the beſt 
and moſt ſolid Foundation of your Duty to- 
wirds Man ; ant therefore Se, * concei- 
ving that no good, nay, nd 10 wiſe Man, 
ay nudge yon —_ time That is neceſſary 
Kerche of of God, fince unleſs this 
2 To 'd, they can neither * tbat 
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The Epiſtle to Servants. 
you ſhould ſerve them as yon ought, nor if 
they did, that God would give a Bleſſing 
to your Service, I have taken care to di- 
rect you alſo in this little Treatiſe, how to 

imploy this time, laying down ſuch Rulgs as 
may be more peculiarly uſeful td you in 
Reading, Hearing the Word, Receiving the 


Sacrament, c. 


The Methad I have followd it very 
plain, and I need give you-nogther account 
' of it, than what you «hp the Title. I 
have nothing more, but to beſeech you, 
that you would join with me in bearty 
Prayers to God, that he would bleſs this, 
my Endeavour with Succeſs , not only to 
Jour Advantage and ( omfort, but to the 
Peace and Intereſt of all Families, which 
is nearly concern d in your Behaviour, that 
ve would poſſe/s all of yoa8 with Virtues 
ſuitable to your Quality and Condition in 
the World, with. a Spirit of Meekneſs and 
Humility, with a Spirit of Faithfulneſs 
and Induitry, with a Spirit of Love and 
Gratitude, and with a Spirit of Fear of, 
and Dependence upon bim our G O Fi 
that 


&S 


The Epiſtle to Servants. 
that ſo you may not only be confiderable- 
and uſeful in your Places, but alſo Exam 
ples of an Excellent Virtue, and by 4 
neceſſary conſequence happy here, and glo-- 
ogy lereaſter; which is the ſincere De- 
reof ct | 
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Your AﬀeRionate Frien d. 


„ RICHARD LUCAS. 
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CHAP. 1. 


Of Preparation for Service, as tis the Duty 
g of Parents, — partly of thoſe - 
* People who 2 pon Service. 


HER E ig from any Perdlenler The neceſſity of * 
Work, or any ſingle. Action, that Properarion. 

is well done, unleſs by ſuch Who are train 9 

5 iy = to it, or fitted for it, either by an actu 

or habi tion 3 how en it then be imagin d, 
that Service, which is a ſtare of Life, of fo great importance, 
to the welfare of all the other Members of a Family, as - 
well as that of Servants themſelves; - ſhould be wiſely / 
entred into, and happily diſcharg'd without any Freparati- 
om? Mmy and im portant are = Duties of Servants ; 
great is the Truſt non in dem, the Eſtate, rhe Honour 
of their Maſters and Miſtreſſes, the Peace, the 
and Virtue too of the whole Family, doth very. often 
depend mueh upon em; and can any one queſtion, 
whether. fuch- 2 Char — ſuch a Truſt as this does not 
require many —— and exceltent' Qualifications ? and 
cheſe cannot be obtain d without due "Preparation ; for 
28 n0 is happy, ſo neither is any * wiſe or virtu- 
ous by chance. A3 Now 


* 


— — — — — 
2 Of Preparation 
The Qualifies © Now the Qualifications which make a good 
3 Servant, are fuch as theſe; Fear of, and 
8 Dependence upon God, tment in 
their Condition, Love of their Maſters and Miſtreſſes, 
Humility, Meekneſs and Patience, Faithfulneſs, Induſtry 
and Diſcretion : Theſe, 1 confeſs, are eminent Virtues, 
© and though they are neceſſary in this lower ſtation, they 


— 


—— 


make Men fit for, and worthy of the higheſt : Theſe will 


make à Servam both happy and conſiderable, in deſpite 
of the meanneſs either of his Birth or Fortune; and 
happy muſt thoſe Maſters be, who are ſerv'd by Perſons 
of ſuch- Virtues : Since therefore the Truſt is ſo. great 
which is repos'd in Seryants ; fince the Virtues neceſſa- 
xy to make 2 good Servant are ſo many and great; 
and fince the fruit of their good Service A ſo extreme- 
ly profitable ro themſelves, and the Families they are 
Members of, it doth naturally follow, that they ſhould 
with great Care and Pains be train'd up, and. fitted for 
's 5 a 4 in ; r 
Now this Duty of Preparation doth in the firſt place 
belong to ſuch Parents who are af that Rank in the 
World, that they have no better way of providing for 
their Children, than by Service. And next, tis tho parti- 
cular and immediate Buſineſs of ſuch Children before 
they enter this ſtate. 5 | 
Firſt, Tis the Duty of Parents. Every Parent is by 
This Pres "the Law of God and Man, bound ro make 
23 viſion for their Children, and then fire 
gion in pn : 
rhe Dat of they who can make no other proviſion for 
| Parents, em, are much the more bound to be dili- 
gent and zealous in their Education. There. are indeed 
2 ſome ſorts of Skill neceſſury to qualifie 
Advtives to the Men for ſome particular ſorts of Service, 
Parents ct. nich cannot be obtain d without Charge; 
the poorer ſort may venture look upon them- 
ſelves” excus d from beftowing this ſort of Education 
upon their Children by its exnſiveneſs ; but the Edu- 
, cation I require of em, conſiſting in the Fear of God; 
Truth, Induſtry, Humility, and ſuch like, iano ways ex 
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- for Service. 1 | 3 
penſive ; the . well 28 N may reſolve - 
with Fo *„ I my Houſe wil 4 1 
Lord. Weed Example, good Inſtruction, n 
and good Government, docs not coſt much, nor does it 
put em to any Charge 10 acquaint their Children fre- 
quently with Inſtances of God's Goodneſs and Power in 
providing for all thoſe that depend upon him in : 
ways of Humility and Induſtry; and if Examples- of 
this ſort be pickt out in the n ſuch a8 
their Children are well acquainted with, Men whom 
their own Induſtry, and God's B'effing has raiſed from 
little, this will be very apt to affect em, and to teach 
em the Excellent Leſſons of Contentment and Truſt in 
God : Parents, by this Labour beſtow'd n their 
Children, will reap this great advantage; their Childrem 
will be more ſerviceable and delightful ro em, their mean 
Condition will be more cafie and honourable, being 
freed from the two Plagues of Poverty, Diſoxder and 
Sloth: Their Children again will reap'a double Advan- 
tage; Firſt, in being fitted to encounter every For- 
tune ; and next, this Piety and Religions Wiſdom, viſi: 
ble in the Family they are of, will give them very 
great Credit and Reputation; ſuch a Houſe will be looke 
upon as 2 Temple conſecrate J to Religion; and he that 
takes a Child from hence, will believe that he receives 
2 Guardian Angel into his Family, or at leaſt one woom 
God will bleſs in all that he does, and for whoſe fake he 
will bleſs all that belongs to him. Thus 2 good Edu- 
ation is both 2 delightful and provident Work ; tis a 
good Eftare to Children, recommending em to the Fa- 
vour both of God and Man, and making em worthy 
of the beſt Fortune, and able to bear the worſt: Theſe are 


the Advantages which Parent and Child' reaps fromthis 
ſort of Education ; but this is not all the Motive to this 
Duty; for there are as miſchievous Effects | 
which attend the neglect of it, as there are. The | Miſchiefs 

od ones which attend performance. wu parſue 

ow can the careleſs. Par wer for his 1 mg! ons 7 "2 
neglect to God, to himſelf, or to his Chil- - 
Ai, ſince by it he betrays the Honour of God, the Hap 
3 3 1 


a _ * 
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E 2 1 Of Preparation 
Lor bis Children, and his own Peace —— 
What ſhall thoſe wretched Children do + Whither ſhall 
they go who are as deſtitute of — Edueation and Vir- 
gde, 6 fa Maintenance and Proviſſon 2 Whither ſhall 
- they go? to Service ⁊ they are unfit for it, and uncapa- 
obtaining it: For who will receive into his Family 
one Oerſpread with the Leproſie of a flothful and vi- 
cious Education? ' 'Shall chey ſtay at home, the ſhame 
and burden to their Parents ? Alas, there they muſt 
| periih-rthrough want of Bread, or abundance of Idle- 
neſs: What remains then for em to do ? they muſt 
either betake themſelves to unlawful ways to get a Main- 
wenance, or elſẽ miſcarry through the — their Edu- 
Aion in dawful and good onts : Who have theſe poor 
Creatures to complain of in the day of their Miſery, 
f or f Jud v2 Shall they complain of God? He 
| em ch, Strength and Underſtanding: Shall 
eee complain of chemielves? Tis true, chey will have 
Reaſon, jor they | d Ignorance and Idlcneſs be- 


foxe the means 9 af Grace, which have 
been provided for in publick at feaſt, but moſt 

of allt muſt their Complaints be levelrd agzinft their 
Parents, who ſuſſer d em to periſn for lack of Know- 
edge, who ſuffer d em to fall into the bondage and 
miichiefs of Sin, before they were thoroughly inſtructed 
what Sin was ; nay, prompted em, and 1 had almoſt 
ſaid compelFd em into both by the lewdneſs of their 
own Examples: Let me ſpeak to ſuch Parents, with 
hat Hearts muſt you, if you have any ſenſe remainin "g 
bebold your Children loſt to Virtue, engag-d in ſinful * 


vnd deſtruttive courſes, and finally plu ed into the 
miſery chat attends them ; when you ſhall reflect and 
=_- conſider dat they have been abandon'd, and betray'd, 

E  - gchauch'd into all this, by you your _ -felves ? With 
1 what face can you beg of Gogl for em the aſſiſtance 

df his Grzce, which you have your {elves bereav'd em of, 
or at leaft refus'd to ribure what lay in you to 
| Implant it in them ? % 1 — 4M beg of 


; 5 
hide your ſelves from the 54 "of thoſe Children 
which you have undone ; and if vou can, com the 
gg of s. O D, n e 
betray e, 


* 


Haigg put Porars i mind of an bg thats 
of Preparatiags as far as it concerns them, I Da in a 
muſt now ]) my ſelf to Children and m. 
young P 


Perſons of the Rank and Quality ſuppos d 8 
for the Duty of Preparation is not Fs * 

your ſelves upon your Parents, as if no of it — u 

on you. jg then as you -come — Naar 
tion, your firſt buſineſs is, to conſider the Condition and 
Fortune of your Birth; yau are ſeriouſly to conſidler the 
narrow neſs of that Portion God has allotted you, and 
with what and travail your poor Parents provided 
this; you ice you are not ſent into the World to tale 
your Pleaſure and Paſtime therein, but you · are horn | 
take Pains and Care, or elſe you muſt ever ſuſſer the 
fairs of Poverty, the reproach of Sloth „ and the 
Plagues of Naſtineſs and When you have laid 
this to Heart, conſider too the Infinite Kindneſs of God, 
who fills, or is ready to fill / thing, living with (his 
. 
dis 2 Mt, et WA, EE 
another There is no Cottage fo — Hal. 75. 3. 
which God does not look into and regard; no Condi- 
tion ſo def] ſo deſtitute of Friends, and all means, 
that God cannot redreſs and relieve it; He that called 
his People out of the Brick-kilns, and from between 
the Pots, and choſe Herdſmen and Shepherds for his 
Prophets and Princes, this God can never want meins 
to raiſe or provide for ſuch who call upon uur, 
and ſerve him. Thus, if you lay to Hart your Qua- 
lity and Condition in che World z if you demand 
each one of himſelf, Who am Il? War am I born 
to > What Station has G 0 P afligned me in the 
World? This will ſoon a gonvince you, chat you 
Ive nothing to truſt to but G O D, and your 
Virtue: And N 3 


* 
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; next place the Goodneſs and All-ſufficiency of God, you! 
1 eaſily conclude, that they who have him for their Friend 
[i and Patron, can want no Encouragement, no Af 
1 ſtance, that they wle ſerve him , and d upon 

. him, * ſhall lack no manner of thing that is 

® Pſal. 34; K 

vs good; and ſo all together will put you u 
the practice of Virtue, and 2 dependence upon , in 
which conſiſts almoſt the whole Preparation I am treat- 


3 
ving advanced thus far, your next Bufineſs will be, 
my —_ to learn and accuſtom your ſelves to thoſe 
enden them. Duties as far as you can, in the Family of 
felves at heme your Parents, which you muſt practice af- 
ro the Duties terwards in that of your Maſters: Above 
they _ pre- all, practiſe thoſe Virtues which you ſhall 
= #iſe im Service, find uſeful and neceffary , where-ever you 
my - fhall come; ſuch are Induſtry, Humility , Contentment , 
| ' and the like. Firft, Induitry, for why ſhould you not 
eaſe and aſſiſt your r Parents, who with much Af- 
Feftion, Care, and Trouble, nurſt and ſuccour'd you, 
when unable to help your ſelves? Or why ſhould you 
indulge your ſelves in Idleneſs, who cannor live bur by 
taking pains? Secondly, Humility ; for why ſhould .you 
not pay that Reſpect to thoſe who are your Parents, 
which you are to do to thoſe who will be your Ma- 
ſters ? to thoſe whom the Law of Nature has ſer over 
you; which you muſt to thoſe whom your Neceſſities 
will fer over you? Or how {will you learn the Humble 
and Reſpectful Language or Demeanours of a Servant, 
who accuſtom your ſelves to nothing but Rudenefſs, 
Diſreſpe&t and Undutifulneſs towards your own Parents, 
whom though you (which you ought not) it may be, 
fear leſs, yet ſure you love more, or ought to do ſo ? 
- Taithy, content ment in your ate; for you are unfit to 
be Servants,” if you are wanton and diſcontented Chil- 
dren; your Dyer, it may be, and ſuch other Circum- 
ſtances may be better'd by the exchange of a Father's 

for a Maſters Houie 3 but there may be other things 
Which may be more inſupportable than your” Parent 
Poverty ; ſomething every where muſt be dare 
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for Service, '' - 7 
and therefore inure your ſelyes betimes ro Contentment 
the meaneſt Condition, without which you - ſhall ne- 


. 
* 


_ At A367 —ꝗ᷑õſã4re In a word, if you would 
upon prove g Servants, you muſt firſt prove good children ; 
that is ook upon your Parents not only as your Father and 
up other, bur Maſter and Miſtreſs too: Let not the 
df in meanneſs of their Eſtate tempt you to flight em; 
treat- Ntwere a Sin in a Neighbour or a Stranger to deſpiſe 
| them for their Poverty; but tis a Crime, a crying 
11 'be, ickedneſs in you their Children: Make no uſe of the 
thoſe WIndulgence and Fondneſs of your Parents, but only this, 
ily of r inform your ſelves of em more freely, what you are to 
ice af. Ido, and more carefully avoid doing amiſs, and more 
Above earfully to reform what is amiſs; for if you have no 
| ſhall ¶ſenſe upon your minds of Duty and Kindneſs, you will 


ver make better than Eye-Servants, Whom God as well 
as Man deteſts. | LNCS 
Thus prepar'd, as ſoon as you are invited The Reſolution 


Mm not 

h Af. to, or have your ſelves found 2 fit Service, In for ſuch as 
you, fortiſte and confirm your ſelves in this Re- 7 harm, 
d you ſolution, that you will perform the utmoſt _ * 5 
bur by chat you undertake at leaſt, and whatever more you can, 
1 .you that you will do your Duty with Chearfulneſs, and with 
rents, all your Might, and with all imaginable Fairhfulneſs and 
r Ma- fingleneſs of Heart, as doing Service to God, not Man. 
t over ¶ Look upon your Maſter and Miſtreſs as your Adopted 
ffiries Parents reſolve to love and ſerve. 'em as fuch, and 
umble never to be perſuaded that your on Intereſt can be 
rvant, ¶ divided from theirs. Ah! would you go- but thus qua- 
eneſs, Lied to Service, you would find it indeed a ſtate of true 
rents, Liberty, not Slavery; you would not be driven to 


poor and diſhonourable. ſhifts ever and anon; you 
> ſo ? would grow up and. thrive in the Affections of your 
nr to Maſters and iſtreſſes, and your Intereſt would ripen 


Chil- Nich their Affection and Value for you; they would 
rcum- be your Adopted Parents, you their Adopted Children, 2s 
ther's ¶ beceſſary 
things Eyes. 


dear to em as their Feet, their Hands, their 


„ 
8 Fraught 
— * k 
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WER: r 1 
with thee Virtnes, ind ermid wich — 
lntichs, enter into the World and proſper; 
deggid your Parents Bleſſing and Advice, and devo 
Une time between — 5 


AProyertabe uſed by FAS fireed r 
| tisDUTY. ET 


0 FE God, Farber of the Family of Heaven and 
Eurtb, peſſeſemy Soul with a tender fenſegf the Duty 
"of Freut, that I nay nor he — — 


Sati faction whiehſpr 


re the Pleafure * Ado 


which thou by. beFtow 75 #ll fi ay iran up el 
er me . not, 
bat wretched 


- wind thy: Cubes, whoſe ered Providence in over all 

- thy Woths, who deft For wil thy-Chilzren both ſpi- 
Hreunl and Bec Fool, and ut moſt infinitrly kind and 

| gracious even to the undutifel amd umgrnteful. © Lord, 

; thou my Mouth, that I may pour forth Tnftrution, 
® N purifie and ſant e me, that I 1 be Now of 
ſpeech, and unlearned, they may get learn From. my Life 
more than they can frfm my Tongue: But above all, O 

- Lord, pour forth thy Grace in 1225 Hearts, that they ma 
be meek and teachable, induſtrious and dutiful, devout = 


ng religious. * O Lord God, Iren and 2 
men 


dl 


22 — 
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Tan my-Children unte thee, - — Fu- 
rake thou the care providing aber, 
dotheu ſordire# — — | 
3 Providence, that every paſſage of it may tend 
to _ Glory, to 2 Comfort, and to their own Honour 


oft be for the 1 of thy: dear Sen Feſw Chriſt. * 
— —-— — 8 
A Prayer to * 95d by Children andecthe $a 
government of their Parents. 


5 Eternal God and 8 thou thas art obs 
kind Author of. my being, be thou the gracious Guide 
f my Life ;. my Age # ſimple. and unexperienced,; O be 
bou pleaſedto inſpire me with true Miſdom from above: 
Ln come? into a Hard full of Snares aud Te tions, 
D do thou fillme withthe knowtedge.and love of t Truth, 
Ne 55 frog, oa 
el m Heart with. the V thee, and ings 
on thee, that I may walk before thee the 
be perfect; that Eknowing, 2 — | 
ceeding, gre: reward, may nejther be diſcontemted.in 
Y preſent flate, nor-diftruſtful of a Proviſion for the fu- | 
ure. Pol SD — © my God, with that natural 
uderneſt for ny Perenteg and ad with hr Ein \fouſe 
£5) Duty. towaxds em, that my Language may le re- 


e3ful,my Aftiens dutiful;and my whole. Behaviour fuch 


, 


, I m9y nat a . 8 
xove a camfort amd ſupport ro em. 
Nay yy ane oY eng nt — 1b 
that. & reverence tomy Better, by con 
hfulueſi towards all,. and by tiligence in 
| 8 — — — 7 
the Rivers may not-wither, * 
* o may ——_— 2 bring forth 
my 


— 


— — — — yn 8 - - . 
» — — > 2—— — — . % Aa” A 
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my fruit in due ſeaſon, increaſing dai 
and Stature, and in Favour e Cel and Man: 


* 


— 


in Wiſdom 


Hear, O hear the Voice ef my Petition, for in bee 


on) 
3 my Truſt, Through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


A Prayer to be uſed by ſuch as are juli Ii 5. 
eentring into Service. _ 


— 


O Almighty God end ien Father, who orFwont 
lead and defend all thoſe who call upon thee, be thoy 
Pleaſed to go now and ever along with me, and mat. 
my ways plain and proſperous before thy face. Vouchſafe. 
me, I beſeech thee, the Aſſjftance of thy Grace, that | 
may both contentedly ſubmit to thy bleſſed Providence, 
and alſo do my Duty faithfully in that ſtation to which 
#bou doſt call me, Make me always to remember tba 
Ido Service to thee my God, whilft I do it as 1 9 
th Man; and that I am not only to expect my Mage 
from my Earthly, but alſo m reward from thee my Hes. 
venly Mater. And, O my God, becauſe I know that 
am frail fleſh and blood, I beſeech thee to confirm a 
Jogos meggainſt all Temptations, that nothin 
be able to prevail with me to deceive the Truſt that i 
repos d in me. Keep me alſo from all unchriftian fre 
wardneſs and paſſion, which may diſturb the Peace ani 
Charity of the Family whither Igo. Above all, keep mi 
from forgetting tee in my Succeſs and Plenty, and from 
preferring my Worldly Intereſt before thy Favour, Li 
me find Favour in their fight, with whom I go to G 
fourn, and bleſs thou them, and do good unto em fa 
thy Servants ſake : Thou art m God, in thee is my 
Truft, to thee I dedicate and devote my Life : O hea 
me now, and whenever I call upon thee, O God of my 
Salvation, through Feſus Chrift my Lord. |, 


CHAP. 


* 


| of a Service. A p ; TI 


Ca Ran 
Direction: to be follow'd in the Choice 2} 
——— of 4 Service. 


% 


Do not d here to lay down any Rules D. Ruls 
| of Carnal Policy, there are very few ſo -% $e fol 
ſtupid, as not to be able to diſcern what ſort r. 
ff Seryices do beſt promote their Worldly in- 
ereſt 3 paſſing therefore over theſe, I ſhall only direct 
you by what way Servants are moſt likely to ſecure their 
Peace and Tranquillity, and a good Conſcience. Some- 
imes the Straits and Nereſſities of Servants are preſſing, | 
and the Choice of Services is little or none at all: And Th= | 
is caſe, whgever draws you, as the Midianites did Joſeph, 
our of this Pit, is to be lookt upon as appointed by Pro- 
Idence for your Maſter; provided the Employment 
be lawful, and not repugnant to your Chriſtian Profeſ- 
tion, for then it is much better to | ſuffer by the want 
of an Employment, than thrive by a ſinful one: Baut 
whenever your Wants are not- urgent, tis much more 
adviſable to attend tha Providence of God for a more 
Im ani suitable place, than out of Diſtruſt to put your ſelves: 
into ſuch, as you muſt again ſoon quit, not without 
ſome guilt of Lightneſs and Ingratitude, or continue in 
very uncomfortabiy: But you muſt in this deliberation 
take care that you do not impoſe upon your ſelves, and 
pretend to do that out of Religion, which you do really 
out of Pride or Idleneſs, or Wantonneſs. If ſeveral 
Services be offer'd, it is, no doubt on'r, highly agree- 
able to Reaſon and Religion, that a Servant ſhould witfi 
great warineſs proceed to chuſe à Maſter whoſe Com: 
mands muſt be Laws to him, to chuſe that Company 
which he muſt always live in: Tis, in a word, highly 
reaſonable that 2 Servant ſhould with good Advice put 
bimſelf into a Family, by whoſe Orders and Cuſtoms the 
hole manner of his Life is to be regulated and determined, 
und both his Mind and Fortune probably to be ſhap'd and 
L AP. faſhion'd. . | Non 


wbicl 
er that 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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12 Rules forthe Choice 
| Now, tha you may not miſcarry in this ChoicMour. 


_ thoſe things Which ſeem wholly g iven up to "Chan 


+ Matt. 6. our Head are all numbered, how much more the 


__ rale-all things ; tis he Who can give Light to +6bſcan 


2 n Abilicics, 1 


_ iIn.,chis caſe, if your 


0 


— « — = Co— IEEE 1-* 


—_— — 1 — — — — 


Wu are in the Firſt place earneſtly. to implore the 


Guidance and Direttion of God; for if he interpoſt i 


Re. 16. * Solomon aſſures us * , > rhe Tot is cat in h 
33. © the Lap, but ' the coming forth is of the L 
« How much more will Ihe be — to þ 

2 ent. in thoſe 1 dien — — Rules 

of Life do fall un Nis — — our — re tc 

Intimates; by telling us, that The Hair, 


I. weightieſt ? Look then up to Cod, and fern 
— "wo is him for his Direction in this matter ¶ood 
tis he who hy a ſeeret Providence can over 


__ and doubrful elings, or — 2 
ben -- Week” ſindgplc Mi con 
x Place, you are do take the Advice of 'Wi 
and Virtuous Friends, and you are genera 
Iy to look upon tiat Advice moſt ſod, — preſf Heir 
vou maſt to Duty and Nelglon, /and-flarters not yon th 
3 Weigh Pride nor Sloth. In the third place, yon 

* 19%" muſt well weigh your on anl 
comparing em with the buſineſi ere 
that — — for if yo ani 
undermbe what om ave ufät fbr dis impolſible tha 
your Matter ſhould reap any thing from your Service 
— — and it may be Damage, or you your ſelvsf Be 
any thing bot Diſeredit; ſo. that this is boch Sin an 
—  #dowarighr:deoviving others, and betraying you 
ales: Sometimes: indlectl chere is not d much reg amd 
ad to your Ability, 2s Cbeatfalneſs and Induſtry, aul Pu. 
airy come net up to ther en 
vou wrong em not; but than ithey lay up 
en den 2 deb Obligation 2 good Nature and Difl it > 
2 ds monſtrouſly ingrateful, if you forte e 
noc-OnlY your ignores, bur yourddleneſs and ill Ne — 


——— 
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dur N in it, and, i you. miſt, chere, yon could: lit 
o where: For if you deſign it only as a Refuge fon your 
reſent, want and preſling . if you only put in; 
cre, 28. into a Port, to avoid 2. Storm, being refoly'ds 
þ hoiſe up Sail to the next fair Wind, your: will be 


ad careleſſy, and ſo beſides the guilt. of Ingratitude, you 
ll incur, that of - Injaſtiee ea. In the I place 3 
Head of all further Rules, take this; Lou 

to account that Family, the beſt, for you, r 
hich is in el the moſt religious; the * Vertr. 
for n belt for youn ; 
ternal, Erst, . for; your Tempe 
pod Men, if they are le, da, genzrally..more tlun 


exrvants for yau have ond Maſter ; nay, What is more, 


feſus ; and therefore ſuch, will. treat you with - 


e much of them thæt fear the Lord. But beſides that 


ſtance, or receive from che Hand of a. Religious Maſter, 
here are two. other advantages which the Religion of an 
amily givesthe Servants of ity, credit and Repwtation: in the 
li, and the e Cod which how mych they.canduge - 
o your worldly 

But, ſuppoſe, this Choice of. 2 Religious Family did not 


oice of ſome other peradventurg might, yer ſurely it 
ft ſcrves your 2 Intereſt; and, therefore à Religi- 
us Family i is, to. be preferr d, eſpecially by People of 


up he God of Iſrael in the Houle of Faurphar, but ſure nothing 
Nit Necechty, not Wi thallbring him ghither ; 
C Salvatign-of the Soul is the ane thing 

ore this is the — — isfirſt to be ſccur d. They have 
ainly but litele Veneration for Religion, who prefer the 
Nin of. a or 3 Crowns in a Year with the hazard of their 


1 | Virtue, 


rewdly tempted, to do your . buſineſs; very; negligently- 


\- Imereiz;: 


romiſe ; Wicked, Men much lets: Good, Chrifizns- 
l ook, upon you as their Fellow-Citizens, uay, Fellow" : 


embers of che ſame Body fur you, have. one Head, Chriſto | 


Charity 
id Gentleneſs, ind will as heartily ſeck your Intereſt as 
heir, own, ; for tis impoſſtble but that a Man ſhould- 


ain Which you will x from the Countenance- and: 4 


ere ll, L need not, 14 acquaint you. 
e your, Worldly. Inteteſt alrogethen ſo well as the 


* 


grecner years. Tis true a good many liks, Zaſepbyrpay ſerve! | 


andere: 


before all the Advantages of a religious and well-govern'{ 
Family. They are certainly very little ſenſible of the dan- 


che Deceitfulneſs of Sitz as in the Eximples of Maſten 
md others whom you depend upon and reſpect. Tis a 


\ 


of Spiritual Food, is an unhappy ſtate; bur to live amidt 


| often put in mind of him, how will they remember him 


opportunities and Means of Vice, and where Vice is coun 


ſeientious practice of Family Duties, by the peaceableneſs 


_ to be account- 


led befor God. 
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ger of Temptations, and the weakneſs of Humane Natue 
who for a very inconſiderable profit are ready to expoſt 
themſelves to the Infection of — to the Cor. 
tions of ill Example, which are much more apt t 
you, when Authority and Intereſt is joyn'd wit 


unſpeakable diſadvantage-to your Virtue and Religion, u 
be in 2 Family where you muſt wholly want the comma 
means of Grace. I mean the reading of the Word of God, 
Inſtruction, Prayer, anda Chriſtian Diſcipline in the 
y. But how much greater diſadvantage when theſe 
are not only neglected, but contemn'd and derided } 
To live ber®v'd of the Means of Grace in a mere Dearth 


daily Temptations, and even Solicitations to Sin, is at 
unhappier ſtill. If young unexperienc'd People are ap 
to forget God, even in thoſe Families where they ar 


where all forget him ? If they © can hardly be preſerv'd 
by the Care of a Religious Maſter, and the conſcientious 
obſervance of Religious Duties, how will they be ſecur d 
in a Family where there are no opportunities or means 
of Virtue + and not only ſo, but where there are all 


denanc d and encourag d by common practice? 
But in all this let me not be miſtaken, when I ay, 
| | that Family is to be choſen by Servants which 
What Family js the moſt Religious; 1 do not mean that 
ed Religions, chey ſhould meaſure the Religion of the Mz- 
| ſter by mere Words, or- mere 1 Tegray but 
by the orderly Government of his Family, by the con- 


and pentleneſs of his. Converſation, by the Juſtice and 
Charity of Actions ; for this is true Religion, and undef- 


5 APraye 


govern't 


reſerv'd 
ientious 
> ſecur'd 
r means 
are all 
is COUN- 


p 1 fay, 
8 Which 
dan that 
the Ma- 
ns, but 
he con- 
ableneſs 
Ice and 

unde f- 


Pray 
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& Prayer to be uſed on this Occe- 
> RE; ſion. 


7 Thou the only Wiſe and Almighty God, who waft 
with ] in his flight, 1 * h in bis Cap- 
ivity, who didſt provide for thy Servant Moſes a retreat 
nd entertainment in the Wilderneſs, be thou with me, 
ide thou and direct me; ] deſire to refign up my ſelf 
thy Providence: O lead thou me, and I ſhall ſecure 
and ſafely follow thee : O give me my Breadtoeat, and 
aiment to put on, and I will be thy Servant, and thou 
balt be my God. But O ſuffer not mine Eye, my Ima» 
ination to be dazzled by vain ſhew of Wealth and 
Plenty, ſo as to prefer the Hopes of it before the Ad- 
antages of Religion and Virtue. Suffer me not to be 
d into pt by my Wantonneſs and Idleneſs. Let 
or my Lot be to live in any place whence thou art ba- 
ſore. Shut me up, O Lord, in the Ark of ſome reli- 
iu Family, that 1 may eſcape the Deluge of this wicked 
deneration, and where I may enjoy thee, and diſcourſe 
F thee, and tell of all thy wondrous Works, and be fed 
ith Divine Truths, This, this, O Lord is the thing 
would chuſe, though with hardſhip and difficulties, ra- 

ber than to dwell with Eaſe and Plenty in the Tents of 
ickedneſs l pen not my will, O 3 thy will be 
one, F it be thy pleaſure, that I ſhould dwell among it 
hoſe who are ſtrangers to a Life of Godlineſs, O never 


Her me to be aſhamed to own thy Truths, or practice 


hy Precepts, O never ſuffer me to forget thee amidſt 
he Temptations of ill Company, and ill Examples; but 
ord, let me be u burning and. a ſhining Light, * 


* 
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the reſt of the Family may be mov d by my Devot ion and 
Virtue, to glorifie thee. Let my Life ſo far adorn and 
| 7.5 the DoArine of Chriſt, that others may be in love 

with Holineſs, and be aſham'd,of Sin. Heanme, O Lg, 
For I wait 3 direct me, for thou art the guid: 

of my Touth, O my God and my Father, in thee 5 my 
Truft, through Nſus Chriſt my Lord 


* 


—— »o»»Ww᷑ 
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CHAP. I. 


— 


Df the DEAR Duty towards Od; their 
Obligation to Religion ʒ Diredtion- for 
Relative Duties, Reading, Praying, &c. 


fulneſs to their Maiters. 


to Martha, when ſhe was cumbred a- 

bout much ſerving, when ſhe was careful, and I 
led about many things, and that is Religion. Religion 

s neceflary for a Servant as a Gentleman, for 2 — 
8 2 Prince; for Salvation is of equal importance o 
oth, and I cannot ſee but that thoſe of the mea 
nk lie under as ſtrong Obligations to n a8 an 
ther Men do. if the Cbnitirion of a Fer 1 Servant is 
antbe well weigh'd? it will be folind; that zefi n ts 
e has fewer Tem tations to, and conſe- T-mprations. = 
78 Excuſes for Sin, than any other ſort % #there. 

f Men; * he is reſtrain d and kept within the bounds 


3 E of 


P A R * II. Sin is 


The Virtues God requires of emʒ depen= 
dence upon him ; Conteni ment; Faith- — 


Z NE * bing is needful. ſaid bir Saviour Lx 40 


* 10 * 


„good Behaviour, and tis next to an impoſſibility, that 
- *rhey ſhould fall. into vicious Courſes, but chat they * 


— 


* of a Regular and Civil Life by the necdlities of his Fon 


Aud Antichamber, and the Ornament of Coaches; ſuch 


- -Servitude, by betaking themſelves to ſomething that 
might conſiſt with-their Service ; and ir highly concerns 


ſo common, and to return to the ordinary ſort of Ses. 


' ſhould reaſonably, nay; muſt neceſſarily keep em from 


18 de Servants Obligation 


8 * 


tuns, by the confinement of his Duty, and by the indi 
ſpenſable attendance of his Place: Ambition, Idlenek 
-and Lirxury, Mich afeſ the great Incentives to Sin and 
Folly in other Men, are not -ordinarily incident to the 
ſtate of Servant: Beſides, that Labour and Care is 2 
«ſort of good Diſciplice to the Body, and keeps it more 
:mddeſt and Tuttle in its Appetite. 'Tis true, there are 
*n ſort of Servants "Which ſerve rather for Grandeur tha 
any neceſſary Duty, who are only the ſtate of the Half 


dare generally too well fed, and too little imploy d, and 
conſequently they are expos'd in a ſtate of Seryitude 
-almoſt to all the Tempratlons that Memof the higheſt 
Rank are; it were to be _ heartily wiſh'd, that ſuch as 
theſe, would reſcue themſelves from this worſt ſort of 


:the Maſters'of fuch, as they would avoid the guilt d 
*heir Srrvants Ruin, to find out ſome ways to imploy 
them; in the mean time they are to ftand like Souldien 
on their guard, and While they keep with Sobriery and 
ſtrict Attondance to their Po, I hope they may be ſaid 
to be upon their Duty, and in their Imployment, and 
may be ſo accounted by Gd. But to paſs on from 
the conſideration of this Cafe, which is not altogethe 


vante, beſides the Reſtraints which Servants lie under, 
wich are ſo. many Guards and Fenees of Virtue, beſides 
che travail and hardſhip which the Body undergoa 
Which is a ſort of Diſcipline to it, they are reſtrained 
from Sin by the narrowneſs of their Fortune, Which 


expenſive Sin, (and almoſt all Sins are ſuch ) and Mme 
Hopes and Fears more peculiar to this State than 200 HRmiti 
other; they dread, or at leaſt ſhould do ſo, not only the 
dupleaſure of God, but of their. Maſters too; Thel 
good Fortune depends directly and immediately on rhe 


_ 


—_ 
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che ſame time fall into Ruine as well Temporal as 


eernal, being difcarded, difgrac'd, and not only re- 
dlenefſhroachfullychruſt-our of their preſent Service, but there- 
Sin andy made incapable of another. To all theſe Conſidera- 
to the ions, A might peradventure add one more, that Sin in 
Ire is 2 ſelf is not ſo taking or luſcious to a Servant, as to 
t moreWhoſe of à higher quality: The World doth not court 
ere ar em in ſo much Pomp and Luſtre, as ir doth the Rich 
ar tha nd the Great: Temptations are not ſer off with fo ma- 


y Beauties and Ornaments, when dreſſed and prepar'd 


; 3 ſuch or the Servant, as when for the Maſter; and as this . 
d, andRank of People doth not encounter the ſame force and 

xy itude Wluremenr in Temptations; ſo they have more Allays, 

higheſt Wears and Checks mixt with their finfſal Enjoyments, 

ſuch aan others have, fo that upon the whole, I may con- 
ſort otWude, that the Servant — reid any Cour,e of Vice, 


3 of all Sots the-moſt deſperate z he breaks: through 


,oncerniBore reſtaints to commit Sin; he runs more "hazards 
zuilt oi be damn'd than any other Man whatever; he ſots 
imp is Soul at a viler Rate than any other Mortal, and ra- 
duldieng er chan not be ruin'd and be damn'd, he will be both 
ty auß ichout Temptation, and without Pleaſure: Ah infatua- 
de ſaid wretch! that will be miſerable in deſpight of God 
55 and Wind Fortune too! that will be vicious and wretched in 
Jn rom 


eſpight of ſo many difficulties and 1 
nd are content to be ruin'd rather than not be damn'd 
Man would think Damnation had Temptation in it, 
r the poor deſpicable Sins, by which theſe wretched -_ 
reatures incur it, have non?. 1 
That tation is very commodious for Vir- iet may 
which has in it no Tempations to perslier Ne- 
ice: But beſides this Advantage, Service d #8" Re- 
dntains in it ſome Incitements to Holineſs, Aen. | 
peculiar to this ſtate. A mean Fortune, like Ca- 
kmitics, whers and -ſharpens* thoſe Minds that have any 
arks of Honour or Courage in em; he may be thought 
ſtly to deſerve à mean Fortune, and a ſervile Condi- 


ir jon, WhO does not labour to qualifie himſelf for a bet- 
r. Virtue then is wholh/ neceſſary to redeem mean 
rfons from Servituile = Contempt, and. therefore, 


if * 
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i a' Servant had any Soul, it ſhould, methinks, be en 
kindled With an honeſt Ambition of coming up, thoug 
not to che Fortune, yet ro the Merit of thoſe aboy 
him ; he ſhould be zealous to compenfate the meann'y 
of his Birth and Condition, by the Virtue of his Lift 
and the goodnels of his Actions: This is that whi 
will ſer him on the ſame level with the Rich and Mig 
ty, if any thing will; for wlatſoever looſe and vain Peopi 
may talk, great Virtues are excellent Qualifications, an 
render Men extremely ſervicrable and neceſſary in thy 
World. "Tis very rare that any Man does long want! 
higher ſtation, who has Ability enough to fill ir; 
however it be, he is as truly great who truly '-merireth 
«Greatnefs, as lg that poſſeſſeth it. Beſides this, tha 
VPirtue is the moſt natural way to advance 2 me 
Man's Fortune. There is in this ſtare one further M. 
tive to Virtue, which is, that à Servant ſtands almof 
in daily need of it: So many and various are thy 
Pleaſures of che Wealthy and the Great, that whik 
ttheſe laſt, as they defire not to exchange their Pa 
«diſc for a Heaven ; ſo they do not diſceru the Ul and 
[Neceſſity of thoſe Virtues that - qualifie em for it 
they do not feel the want of Spiritual and In war 
Pleaſures, Who are wholly taken up with Carnal ones 
they need not the ſupport of Faith, or the Belief « 


another World, who are more than well enoug.: col 1 
tent with this ; they fee not tlie Uſe of Dependanq ids 
upon God, who have Goods laid up for many Years, an ell 
are ſecure in their Hearts, as if their ſtation, were ſud: 


that they could :defic the common Events of Provident 

to reduce em to Neceſſity. What buſine-s have tho; 

for Patience, Induſtry, Moderation, where every thing n 

only obeys: their Will, but flatters their Fancy, a1 

their Wealth is ſufficient to a and Ria 

too ? But in the condition of Servitude, all is the 

quite contrary, they cannot only not live happily u 
another World, but they cannot live pleaſantly in th 

without Virtue; the Peace and Pleaſure of their Min 
is neceſſary to compenate the Travail of their Bodi. 
| | „ 


. . 
4 a _ 
— * , #4 
* 


on its forehead; nor is this all, my ſtation will be fi 


that can trouble me? The uncertainty 


. 


— % 
- 


The mene of their Ca 


22 The Servant Obligation 
'Tis not a ſervile Birth, nor ſervile Fortune, but a ſervi 
Mind thar' makes a Man contemprible ; a Mind that hy 


no Faith, no Truth, no Courage, no Induſtry, no Grat 
rude, that is, in one word; no Honour in it: But iff Ed: 


have all cheſe, and if together with all this, Moderatiu tue 


ſo that I am my own Maſter, though another's Servant, ner 
am in ſuch caſe full of Honour, no Cloud of Meanne tig 
can obſcure or conceal' me, I am a Star viſible by m 
oon Light, a Gem valuable for my own-- intrinidlh w 
worth, 1 ſhall be beloved and ref) * Wherever I N 
for Virme, however ir be clad, has beauty and mae wh 


of eaſe as well as credir, for What ſhould trouble meme 
The Travail art Care of ny Place? Alas |: this is U. 
pleaſure to the induſtrious! The dif) of thoſe 
depend: upon? Alas! 1 ſhall never fall under jr, or 
leaſt I ſhall never deſerve it? and then the peace and t 
ſatisfaction of my mind will more delight me than e 
their weakneſs can diſturb me! Finally,, what can it 
ofga Servant 
ſtation? Why, white 1 live virtuouſſy, I ean never wan 
whatever , betides me, I have 2 God, an Almighry Ge 
that cares for me, and if the worſt comes ro the wor 
my Tronbte can be bur ſhort, my Life and # will e Ret: 
at leaſt together, and then Glory and Eternity wilt rec 


Thus ! hope, I have convinc'd Servants of the mat 
Obligations they lie under to be Reli I havei 
feed 2 lirtte largely upon this, becauſe I have ever foi 
Ft 2 harder Task to perſuade People to do their Du,” 
than to tesch em what it is. Bat againſt all that 
derm ſaid two things are wont to be obhected ; 3 
„ or at leaſt Bducarit 

And ſec hm, their want of tine or opportunity for 1 
Hpious Duties; but both theſe are mdr ſhifts and 
| \ _ -  tefices: for 48 tothe ft, their Souls 
 Objedtims of the gndow'd with the ſaine Faculties and C 
a e, Ptciries, they have the ſame Reaſon, c 
nage and linmortality wich a 
| | gl 


* 


—. 
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nds not on the Niceries and Subtilties of arguing, bur on 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead; not the acuteſt 

kiloſoplicr, bur the beſt liver, has the fulleſt Conxicti- 
dns, and the moſt lively and tranſporting Repreſenta- 
tions of Divine Truths, * any Man will do „ , 
bis Hill, be ſhall know of my Deftrine whether „„ Ion 

be of Ged. One thing further 1 am to put 


and Standard of Diſcretion as well as Duty, and that 
Religion naturally tends to make Men wiſe as well as 
jood : - There is no Action of Life ſo. iadiflexent, but it 
 in-ſome part or other of it, a Connexion with, or 
e on our Duty, fore degree or other of Ser- 
rice or Diſ-ſervice to our great End; ſo that true Rules 
f Policy are no where moxeſucceſsfully to be ſought, than 

4 


d that Book which contains all a nl RU IT 
naginable Duty. If theſe things. be rightly conſider 

there is. no. Man can ever juſtly think himſelf eus d 
bor his Folly Or Irreligion by the meanneſs of his, Birth, 
bis Fortune, or his Education; There is not one Chri- 
tan Servant, but may prove an Epi . 
* greater, * 4 holy. Prophet, „pet. 2 3 
2 Royal Prieſt : He may, in a word, be cru 
Wiſe, and truly good. R 


B4 


you in mind of, that the Book of God is the greit Rule \ 
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As to the Tecond Objection, want of Time when! 
n ink upon Epicketuss Lamp, and (leather. 
want f Das Labour, who Wee. 5 and earn'd by Nig The 
auer dl. What might maintain him in the ſtud) an 

» = Philoſophy by Day; when I obſerve how, ut 
indefatigable Ambition is, how wakeful Covetouſneſs ore 
how reſtleſs and obſtinate all our Luſts and Paſſions at Nin b 
J cannot but bluſh to ſe2 how lazy our Religion is; ¶Nnuſt 
"your Meals, your Sleeps, - your Diverſions, your Tal 
and Char (for there are few | Servants who ſpend not his 

ſome portion of their Days and'Nights in theſe laſt) cu 
lend you time for Reading and Devotion: He can ne 
ver want Time, Who wants not Zeal for the Service Ven 
God: But beſides this, I muſt tell you, the Religion offÞnani 
all Chriſtians in general, if it be perfect, conſiſts more ut 
in practice than ſpeculation; and yours no leſs in the 
faithful diſcharge of the Duties of your Place, than iq 
Acts of Devotion towards God; but 1 know how apt 
weak People are to run from one extream to another,ne \ 
and therefore I will not inſiſt longer on this a P 
leſt I ſhould be thought to place the Religion of à Ser 
vant meerly and ſolely in the Duties of his Servi abe 
There are many ways by which Servants may redeem 
time, and conſecrate it to the Intereſt of their Soul; 
and the Honour of God, namely, by exalting their orle 
Minds to Heaven in frequent Ejaculations, by Pious ani. 
Religious Difeourſes to one another, by eaſing and e 
ſiſting one another, which will make the burden of th 
Family lie caſier on all, and gain time to each. | 
Having thus ſhew'd the Obligations Servants lie under WOrut! 
to Religion, and anfwer'd the little Pretences, by which hic! 


they endeavour to ee their Coldneſs and Negligen 
I proceed to'conſider the Duties, wherein their Religion 
cowards God conſiſts, which are, Hrſt, uch as may be, th: 
valled Anſtrumentał or Relative, as Prayer, Hearing - and bat. 
Reading the Word, and Receiving the Sacrament. Se freng 
 condly,” Truſt. in God. Thirdly, Contentment. Andi 
Fourthly, Fidelity to their Maſters. 
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The Book o 
containing not only the Wiſdom of God, 
but the raviſning expreſfons of his Love too, and in - 


an be guilty of the neglect of it, Bat at the ſame time he 


ion of this he ſhould begin the Morning, and cloſe the 


manifold uſe * Solo mon ſpeaks in thofe few | 
ut weighty words, When thou goeſt, it ſhall n 


_ 00s" ESR ing, Bec: N : 


_ pa with Reading the Word- The- Dat 7 


„isa 1 of that value — _— 


rord, the only way to Life and Immortality, that no-one 


uſtbe guilry of the moſt ingrateful Contempt of God, 
and the moſt ſottiſm Contempt of his own true Intcreſt. 
his Therefore is the Book which the Servant muſt endea- 
our to be familiarly acqua inted with; with ſome por- 


vening. Hence is that Wiſdom to be learnt, of, whoſe- 


ad thee ; when thou ſleepeſt, it hall keep thee. ; and When 


hou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with, thee. No Guide, nao 


nard, no Company, no Divertion is wanting to any 
ne who is inftrutted as he -oughr to be in the Book dd 
dd. Now if you will read profitably, you mult ob- 
the Direction of St. Peter, © As new-born 


abes, deſive the ſinezre "MiIK of the Word, cha es 


nah) grow-thereby.” When you fer your. ſelf to read, A 
deavour to Baniſh all unruly Luſts and Paſſions, all 
orldly Cares/and Diſtractions, and to poſſeſs your Soul 
ich an humble Awe and Reverence for the Word, a 

e Word of God, and with à devour thirft for it, as - 

> Word of Life. Secondly, Be not more fond of ſtron 

eat, than of Milk; of Myſteries, tham of Practical : 
ruths z chuſe eſpecially to read thoſe parts of the Bible 
hich are moſt plain, moſt Practical, moſt moving a * 
ſetting. - Thirdly, Propoſe this 28. the chief, nay, ſole 

ni] of thy Reading, that ton maheſt grow thereby; Fe 5 
„ that thy Conſcience may be more an more awaken'd, . * 
hat thy Reſolutions of Obedience may be more and mare: -: 
rengthen' d, that thy Heart may be more purified, thy 
ufections more exalted, and, in à word, thy Faith may 

> more confirm d, and thy Love of God thy. Love of je- 
us, thy Love of Heaven, and thy Love of 33 75 
1 aaa; and enflam'd c. 
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for tis good Advice, eſpecially ro Perſons in your Ci 
, Acre * Study to be quiet, and to db your os 


Sect and Party, I would therefore recommend 


If your leiſure will permit, and you defire to join thy 
LN of other Books with the Bible, ler em be by 
very „ very plain and very Practical; and ſuch, | 
you can find em, as concern more particularly the Dutia 
of your ſtation, or the particular ſtate of your Soul 


cumſtancès, in Spiritual as well as Tempos 


zune z. The Catechiſm of our Church is an excelle 
* ent of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; tis 2 ca 
eat Syſtem of all neceſſary Catholick Doctrines, not 
ome others are, of the Controverted. Opinions of 


and if well digeſted, yon will not want any neceſſe 

Infiruftion. | 14 Py | | xl 1 * . 
The ſame Rules, 2 little e are to be obi 

ved in Hearing, which were preſeribd 

Jie Dity of Reading the ord 4 ri K 

Mord. 


riſing ſomething t 
earlier on the Sunday, that you may t 
(a ' ſooner diſpatch your neceſſary buſineſs, x 
be the freer frotn any diſtraction, retite, and con 


Wich thy ſelf che great End to which God has dedicn 


4 


— 


„ ption of the World, by the Death and Refurrectioh 


that day, namely, to bleſs and praiſe him for ths Rede 


Jeſia, to commemorate that his bitter Death and Paſl 
dia the Holy Sacrament, to re our ſetves for a H 
Deith, à glorious Reſurrection, and a Kingdom when 
aUwelts Righteouſneſs, to gloriſte and honotr God by 
folenn and publick Worſhip of him that ſo his 
n de honour'd upon Earth; and finally; to hear 
ſewn his bleſſed Will, and to be ſtrengthen d and a 
Yorred in our Welfare upon Earth by his Heaw 


Truths, and by his great and . Promiſes, 


then earneſtly beg God to diſpoſe thy Heart 
Weh an humble and grateful frame, that thy Praiſes: 
Adorations may be acceptable to him, to poſſe(s | 
with ſuch 2 due ſenſe of thy wants and infirmiries, 


wee devout chürſt alter the Crace of Cod 


- | b » 
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his Truth, that thou maiſt pray with 2 teddy fervency, 
r attention and devout 


rov'd, ſome freſh Reſolution form'd, | 
and in 2 ward, thy Soul rais'd/into a more Heavenly ind 
holy frame. return d hone, as ſoon as thou 

find an opportunity, bleſs God that he has poke to thy . 
Soul, that he has 3 his Word and his Spi- | 


thy Memory, I {ſhould have ſald, in 
thy Heart; and then lay all Deſires and Reſolntions 
in devour Prayers before 


Evening, che laſt thing thou 282 thy felf ro an 
account, look back on every part of the 2 1m 
n deſeRs, bleſs God for all thy 
ſpiritual Advantages of the day, and thou alt and un- 
ble comfort and peace, thy de fr ſpiriraat -. 
ags will | encreaſe, and thy Hopes wi 3 
wilt begin to reliſn and anticipate che le 
lor the poſſabon of Heaven. 


y 


% 


Another Duty we oe to Sap Prot _ __ 4: 8 


concerning which, a Servant 18 to 


tele three.gr four things ; 77 : You nut, oe” 
*endeavouy to awaken a fiedd . 
by imprinting in it 2 holy A 517 5 

of the Divide Majeſty, by theſe or the like 

O God, thou art the Eternal God, the Amig 90 

« of Heaven aud Earth, all things are upheſd 
« Power, and filled by thy Goodneſs; at thy 2 1 
« the Foundations of the Earth will ne Me and 2 | 
“ Heavens at the Voice of thy diſpleaſure ; a- 
3 3 Earth are but 4 hs Dro of th Ber, 
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8 4 thou art my God, and I will pra 
love thee, O Lord my God, for thou haſt redeemd 


4 800 by the Embraces af Love, that I may wreſtle 
„. wich ches by unfeigned Faith, and devout Deſire, 


"- 


_— 


Wards thine. Ark, the place where thine Honour dwel. 


28 Directions for Relative 

«-2nd'the Grain of the Billance before thee ; Oh, what 
« then am I 2 , deſpicable, finful, and extremely 
« {mall part of em! 8 ſuffer me not to 1 
« Majeſty, ſuffer me not to forget my ſelf. Or thus, O 
« juſt and holy God, thou art che Creator and Redes- 
mer, thou art the Judge of all Mankind, thou art the 
* Searcher of the Heart, and Trier of the Reins; O 
fſuſſer me not to be cold or careleſs, much leſs hypo- 
„El 10. 1 «critical in my Addreſſes to thee ; for not 
Erl 10. 11. only * Mercy, but Wrath is with thee; 
4 and as thou art mighty to forgive, ſo art thou too to 
« ous out diſpleaſure. O ſuffer me not therefore rude- 
„ ly and inconſiderately to ſtreteh forth my Hands to- 


lech, leſt I be ſmitten like Uzzah , and periſh in 
<,my folly.” Or thus, O Lord, thou art MV God, by 
4 thee have I been holden up ever ſinoe I was born, 
thee ; I will 


me, O Lord, thou God of Truth, thou Rock of my 
Salvation; my Soul thriſteth afrex thee, open tho my 
* Mouth, that I may praiſe. thee” in the Joys and Tran- 
<« ſports of my Soul; enflame my.Heart, that I may cleave 


and not let thee go till I, have obtain'd a Bleſſing : 
«- for {till 1 have many Infirmities that will ſeparate be- 
& rween thee and me, O let me never be divided from 
+ 4%. thee ;- Lord, fave me, or I periſh. 805 1 ' 
es rl 1 n ; N df” mag | 
. _ Secondly, See chat than do nothing chat is repuy; 
tant to thy Prayers, for tis in yain to beg of God that 
* which thou denieſt thy ſelf ; nay, tis extreme Hyp 
- erifte to importune God for that Grace which thou doſt 
© manifcitly reſiſt, or incapacitate thy ſelf for by thy Atti- 
ons ; if God or his Prophet bid thee waſh and be clean, 


. 1 
kabs 


As mere preſumption to expect the Cure of thy Leproſie 
N Ls PM 5 INE (425 chen lad noo 2001. f 
Je . Thirdly, 
= * 
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tremely i Thirdly, Mark tlie Iſſue and Return of thy Prayers, 
yer thy Wl that thou mayeſt be thankful 28 thou haſt been impor- 
thus, O Wtunate for 2 Bleſſing, or if thov-receive it not, that thou 
Redes- W mayeſt correct and reform what is amiſs ; it may he 
art the thy Prayer wants Sincerity, or it wants Faith, or there 
ins; O is 2 Baby/oniſh Garment, and a Wedge of Gold hid in 
s hypo- chy Tent, ſome darling Luſt eonceal'd in thy Boſom, or 
for not Wthy Petition it ſelf is a fooliſh Luft.,.or wanton Paſſion, 
h thee ; Wand tis well if it bring not down a Curſe inſtead of a 
1 too to MBleſfing : As to your Prayer, I think it matters not much 
re rude-W whether it be a form, or a ſudden Effuſion, provided 

nds to- it have in it a ſteady Faith, an humble Devotion, which 
ir dwel. is the Life and Soul of Prayer: But as far as 1 an 
riſh in able to ſee, good forms fitted to their Neceſfities, are 
God, by moſt uſeful for Servants, becauſe mental Prayer ere it 
as horn can be ſuch as it ought, requires. good ability, ſolemn 
I will ration, or at leaſt an habitual exaltation of Mind, 
edeemd i and takes up much time: Particular Forms ſuited to par- 
ticular Occaſions, I have endcavour'd to provide in this 


Treatiſe z, for general ones, Morning and ing, you 
wy uſe theſo iich fes. 
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9 55 A Prayer for the Morning. | 


0 Lord my God, thou hat preſerv'd mo this night, 
_— - which might have been my laſt, and for this my 
Con blefſes thee ; Thou baſt given me another day, 0 
give m Grace too, d ſpend it ſo as if it were to l. 
wy laſt: O let it not enereaſe my guilt, and-vhe num 
ber of my Sins, but enable me to work in it the ww 
fer which thou Faft ſent mo into the Myrid, for th 
Night cometh wherein I cannot wark : The number 

_ my Kin isgreat enough already, they would ſink my Sou 
don 40 Hell, if the blefſed Feſus had not loved my, 
aud gisem bumnſelf. for me; and if thy Mercy wen 
nos at thy Majeſty, that is, Infinite; for I have for 
gamen thee 100 tos often; though thou baſt given m 
Being, and buſt provided for me when there wa 
none other 0 help me, I have forgotten thee, though 
- hich gavef# me thins own Son to redeem me, not on) 
to free me from the puniſhment due to my Sins, bt 
®. alfo to procure for me Life Eternal. I have fear! 
the diſpleaſure of Man, whoſe Breath is in his N. 
trails, more tban I have fear d thine, O thou juſt ant 
boly Fudge of Mankind ; I have been more ſollicitou 
or the Bread that periſhes , than for thy Favou 
which is better than the Life it ſelf ; and ob, wel 
were it for me, if Lad andy omitted my Duty tam. 
 - Fhee, or perform' d it lifeleſly or Nuggiſhly ; but woe 
me, I bave d:ſpis'd thy Goodnefs and Lomg-ſuff-ring; 
J have harden'd my Heart ainſt thy Commandment! 

T have dealt proudly and p. en, and have dow 
wickedly, (here mention thoſe Sins which moft b 
den thy Conſcience, if rhou haft any ſuch, and parti 
cularly rhoſe of thy Service) «nd yet after all this, va 
and ſqrfleſs Creature that I am! IT have repin'd an 

* Famurmur' dat thy Providence, been diſcontented in 2 
N - ic 


* 


flame of my Devotion and Love fla 


* 


Sim, and complam dof thy dealings rowirdr me : "Tis 


true, O my God, that thou of thine infinite goodneſs haſt 
convinc'd my Conſcience of Sin, affeted my Soul with a 


ſorrow for it, and wrought in me refolutions of amend- 


ment; but ob ! how many have been my falls! bow many 
and grievous bave been my e how negligent have 
1 been of the Covenant of my God ! Oh, how ſoon have 
the tears of my Repentance dried up ! how ſoon bas the 
en and even gone 
out ! O God, thou boly God, thou Witneſs of al my 
Aftions, and Fudge of all my Thoughts and AfﬀeRions, 
what would become of me, if thou ſhouldſt. enter into 
ftrit Judgment with me ? how ſhould I Rand before 
thy Tribunal. cover d with the guilt and ſhame of ſo 
many Sins ! But, O thou God of Mercy, Othou God and 
Far ber of 1 Lord Feſta Se) I —_ oo thou art 
always ready to Pardon poor Pemeents; Lord, I repent, 
3 thou my Repentance, erouble/has raken — of 
me, my Soul is caſt and diſquieted within me, I am 
aſham'd, yea, even confounaed, for I do bear the reproach 
of the folly and Ingratitude f my Sms, O be thou re- 
conciled to me, pardon me, I beſeech thee, bythe Merits 
and Tnterceſſfion, by the Agony and Paſſion, and by all the 
3 Safferings of thy Son: pardon me, O pardon me 1 
feech thee, by rhine own boundleſt goodneſs, by theſe - 
tender Mercies and Compaſſion which thou art wontvo 
exerciſe towards repenting Sinners : And, Lord, not on- 
ly pardon my Sins, but deliver me, I biſeech thee, from 
the dominion and power of em; O affiſt me to break off 
thoſe Chains of carnal Lufts and worldly Cares, in which 
I have been held bound; I have a falſe deceitful Heart, 
O give me Sincerity and Truth; I have a ſluggiſh and 
drowſie Body, O intzindle in me ferveney of Spirit; Tam 
conſcious to my ſelf of great weakntſs and frailty, O do 
tbou confirm and ftrengthen me, who alone canſt; make 
me 4 clean heart, O God, and renew aright ſpirit within 
me z give me a true Faith, and enflame. my 3 5 
3 | . ap 


PURI - NN —— —— —  — —— — 


— 


. \ - 


v - 


— rI_— ”— — — 6— — — uafys 


3 "Diredtions for Tae 


. boly Love, that I may 1. 5 my ſelf in th, Command. 
mene, that I may walk before thee in uprigbeneſi and 
Fear, diligentiy ſeeking So conſtantly depending upm 

| 2 chearfully ſubmitting to thy Mil, and doing the 
Duty of my place in ſingleneſs of beart, as knowing that 
105 be accountable to Aas as well for thoſe Duties edi 
Man, 4: for thoſe which are more immediately to 

be paid tothe: O Lord, keep me that my foot fray nat 
t 7 the path of Fuſtice: O Lord, keep me that I of- 
Had end not with my Tongue, and after 1 = done. all, 0 
Lord ſuffer me not tofall ſhort of my reward. through my 


pride or ET] but.make me always thankful, al. 


_ Ways neither defrauding. thee of thy Praiſe due 
70 thine. anjinite Baunty and Mercy, nor Man of the 

. Thanks due to him for any at of chingneſs or charity to- 

- wards me; help me, O my G God, to walk thus, that my 

| Soul may enjoy a true Liberty, Hae m my Life may be full 
* of Comfurt, my Death. of Peace, and Eernity of 
Clay, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Aud, O my God, bleſi not me onh, but this whole Fa- 
215 Ihen art the Gd of Love, be God of Peace, 
Er in all our 2 theſoeds of Seeed harity, that 
© we M45 all enfoy-the comfort of a_ mutual Affection, and | 
of 4 mutual Aſſitance and Aid in our ſevera places; and 15 c 
Eura \ poſſeſs every Soul of this Famih with 4 juſt-fenſe of 
2 Duty towards God and Man, that-ull of us may be 5 

Members of thy bleſſed Son, and being protected by 
1 Providence, direfted 74 thy Mord, and off ied by the 
© Influence - of *hby Spirit, Wwe may all. a laſt meet in the 

Family of Heaven, where we. ſhall adore and praiſe ther, 
love and enjoy the Fo all OT ah el 0 bref 


- our Lord. 


redeen 
hut ev 


> 
14 — | 
fs 
#7 


= 9 { —_— y . N. 7 %, *4 


Duties, Reading, &c. 


— 2 22 33 
i and AP ; 6 | e E NO a . 
Ig t | 4 | Wi ; * * 5 N 4 ene SJ 
r that + M Y God, my Strength, and the rock of my Saloa- 
which tion, the Day 10 paſt , and the Evening is come, 0 


pive me grace to remember, that this Life will one time 
be paſt, r vette come, that I may live ſo, that 


T of- Wn Work may then be finiſht as "tis this day, and may 
ll, oe nothing elſe to do, but go to ny reſt, where I ſhall 
b my We inveſted with Liberty and Glory, Eternal, Eternal! 
, a- No bleſſed Wages of a ſhort Lifes ſervice ! how'does my 


| Foul praife thee, O Lord, in Tranſports, and even Exta- 
the e,! thou haſt called me indeed to be a Servant, but thou 
ty to WW called me too to be a Son; thou baſt not indeed gi- 
men me any great portion of thy Wealth or Honour of this - 
full Lie, but thou haft given me the bleſſed Feſus to be my 
y of edeemer, and thy holy Spirit to be my ſanct iſier; O do 
Wt ever continue thus to me, the Light of thy Counte- 
Fa- Vance, thy Grace and thy Truth, and 1 fhall never think 
ace, elf to ſtand in need of any thing that the World ad- 
tha Wires ; but, O my God, how often are theſe my Comforts 
and bated, nay, even interrupted ! how often i; this bleſſed, 
this cheerful Light obſcur d ando'recaſt.by my Infirmities 
ind Sins! m 22 the only cauſes that keep good things 
un me; my Sins the only real - Troubles of my Life! 
Thus, O my God, though Irehew'd my Covenant with thee 


"the ur this Morning, though I devoted my ſelf to thee, vom 
the ing Obedience to thee, and faithfulneſs to my Maſter, 
hee, Wet hate I prevaricated my Duty, (here mention the 
Errors and Infirmities of the day paſt) have mercy up- 

me 


on me, O Lord, have mercy upon me, 3 
theſe and all other my Offences, and give me Grace to 
keep my ſelf npon my watch and guard againſt them : 
Enable me ſincerely to endeavour to repair and re- 
form "em "as much as in me lies, that I may 


every Dey grow and, enoreaſe, in Goudugſi of Life, 


0 $ 


— 


- ' "ol Direckion: for Relative 
and be ſo much the fitter, for Death, the nearer Fd 
every day approach to it, and whenever it: comes, lu 


p 


nn. 


make us \dwell in /afety. Amen, Amen, Bleſſel 


 Feſiw. 


. If any one expets from me Directions here for 
Mental or Extemporary Prayers, I muſt tell em freely, 
that little lefs than a, Volume much bigger than 1 D 
ſe this, is ſufficient for ſuch an Undertaking. What 
have to ſay in a word here is this ; they who would 
be extreamly Devout, muſt ba extreamly. Pious ; the) 
who would find the Pleaſure of Tranſports in Prayer, 
mant be frequent in their Retirements, ſtrict in theit 
Self-dental and Morrifieatian; devout, if it may be, even 
i rheir daily Converſacion'; In a word, they muſt be 
crucified to rhe World, and delight in God and in Jeſus 
Zr 
| Duty, as it | ion to, 
_ and Preparation | for the Sacramenn, ſhall be handled uy 
large in the cloſe of this Book. YC 
Tha infilted thus upon theſe Duties, becauſt 
whoever cenſcientiguſly theſe, will not be like 
do miſcarry in any other; I will now fingte out choſe 
other Duties which do ſeem tome more peculiarly to 
_ concern Servants ; for as there are ſome Times, ſo 
chere ae ſome Stations which do more pecultarly rs 


' . * 
| 


Daene, Reading, 8. I 


quire the practice of ſome Virtues, as Adverſity of Pa- 
tence, Proſperity of Thankfulneſs. The ſtation of a 
Magiſtrate requires the practice of Juſtice, and the ſta- 
tion of 2 Subjeſt the practice of Loyalty ; and both. the 
one and the other is 13. to this out of Conſcience 
towards God: So is it in the ſtation of à Servant, 
„: u chough he muſt not look upon himſelf as diſpens d from 
nc any Duty common to him with others, yet there are 
ſome wherein he muſt endeavour to excel and be emi- 
. nent, as being more immediately and directly neceſſary 
any u his Im 19m Paw ; ſuch are theſe three, Fidelity to his 
| fs; Depmdance upon God, and Contentment in his 


10 nad] . N 
ſhall Fri, Fidelity to his Maſter ; I place this The Servan's 
ee firſt, becauſe all his Prayers and . Fidelity to bis 


withour chts, cannot be yo yr by God owing” 2 


his diligence in readin 
Word is, without this; Repo 25 3 and you communica- | 
ting of the Sacrament is, without this, buta bold and pre- 
ſumpraous Prophanation of it: And I place this here 
85 2 Duty towards God, becauſe I would have every Ser- 
vant know that it. is really ſo ; 8 plainer _ 
than that the * thanght ſo, 5 * 6. 
yon will readily acknow Sit you! read | Ll 
with impartia , that weighty and earneſt . 
Exhortation which he makes to. Servants, Eph. 6. 3, Ge- 
Servants, be obedient to them that are your Maiters accot- 
dng - to the fleſh, in fear and trembling, with ith fing/emeſs of 4 
N. Heart, as unto Chrift ; not with 8 <A 
ers, _ as the — of 3 28 Wall | 
rom the Hears ; wit 0 ice a t f 
ee . W whatſoever good thi 


| ing 
2 5 re ee more fl 
or 


w.could che Apoll e more 
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of your Place is 2 
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Eye could not, there God's Eye would ſee, regard and 


. that of Man 
aps 2 - Sefyanfs, 18, Trieft in Hi 8 or 1 
And eonſequently hone wherein this is not 17 Duty: 


mch are Servants; they are Fe; debtor Your to be 
=: Agen in this Graeey: hers a0 wayby which hey em 


„ )——- - 


* "The Trent s jy me awry _ = 
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Profeſſion, that the Rule. by which you are to bean nord 
your ſelves, is the Conſcience, of its being 2 Duty th. 
Wards God, a firm perſuaſion, that you are to be aW-.. Se 
countable for it to Chriſt our Lord and. Maſter, au 
our Judge; and for theſe Reaſons” you are to perfom ft kim 
this Duty with fear and trembling, that is, not an 0 IF 
1 of what you ſhall ſuffer, in your Tempo 
ntereſt, if yon perform it not faithfully, but a dread d doeh. 
diſhononring Chr hriſt, and provoking God by it.  Thoſ 1 
other 2 of the right performance of this Duty, 
ſingleneſs of Heart, cheerfalneſs, t. as they re 
your Duty towards your Maſter”, hall be treate 
their proper place. I am only here to Mind . you, 
that they are here preſſed upon you as Dutics to 
God ; the Apoſtle intimaring, chat hexe the Maſter 


mark the behaviour of 2 Servant; and that though 
3 * Heart were not open to the inſpection of his 
*-Mafter, yet tis to God's; 2nd rherefore he muſt ſern 


his Maſter from bis Heart töo; that is acted h 
ſuch à Conſcience as this, will uy do his Duty; 
for when he ſhall think that God - 'OVET ooks him, and 


Flle every place which his Maſter cannot, be cannd 
then cafily be tempted to allow himſelf i in murmuring o 
Unfaithfulneſs, or Idleneſs: 3 not do 
Or fay, if his Maſter's Eye were im, that bei 

govern d by this Conſcience, he will mor do, how far 5 
ever he be abſcnt; for he will fear Damnation, more than 
the loſs of his e and Wy TY of God more 


ſatisfa 
would 
of the 
ther, 
thoug 
hey 
ice, 
or in 


ee 


A nl ARMED” an r- world recom. 


uon bim. be is no ſtite fo ſe 
4 erke 28 not to ſtand in need of God, 


. 


= r ſuch 2s 


Bat yet it ſeems moff proper and iti 
. 


have feweſt Friends, feweſt ſupports to 


more 
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be * The Servant therefore muſt learn to look on- God 3 ö 
T, Aus Father, as his Patron, à8 his Guardian, as all in al 

erfomil.. him's:ro4im- he: muſt-reſort for Counſel, td him he 
an ap muſt complain if wrong d, of him ie muſt beg aſſiſtance, 
* d on him aolne he muſt rely for a Bleſſing in all he 


doth,” and for Proviſion: He muſt learn to call upon im 
in all his Straits, and Praiſe: him in all his Enjoymtents. 


rey From the conſcientious practice of this Duty the Mafter 
£ P will reaptwo- great: Advantages ; the firftpthar his Ser- 
t will de his Day with much better. ocurage, as aim- 
a) : fg in all be \d6th,.'ro xccommend bimſelf not only to his 
1 Maſter, whoſe power to requite him is, it may be very 
an e, bur moſt eſpecially ro Cod, who, he knows, is 4 
hou Patron that never wants either power or will to recom- 
f 15 pence thoſe that apply themſelves to him: The ſecond, 
ſere That God will bleſs him and all he has for his Servant's 8 
fed h fake: This was the Advantage which Potiphar enjoy'd in 
Duty; ſervice of \ Joſeph, and Laban in that of Jacob; rhe. 
, aa roſpericy of thoſe Idolaters being wing to the Religion 
— of their Servants; the Servant, -fides che contentment 
ingor and ſatisfaction of his mind ariſing: from his frequent 


Addreſſesto God ; and beſides the actual Bleſſin gs which 
od will one time or other «certainty beſtow upon thoſe 


r cruſt in bim, willallo find a good fipport, a'ready 
» than utidote againſt all the real and imaginary Evils of his 
mom te: For, were bud this Duty- ol Trat in God eonſeien- 


iouſly practiſed, Serxunts of ability and ſpirit would her 
er want encouragement, nor thoſę of meanher Capacity 
ſatisfaction and Comfort: They who ſerv'd in hope, 
would be able, in deſpight of an ill face and appearance 
of their preſent Circumſtances, to carry their proſpet fir 
ther, and believe their Advancement very eaſie d God, 
though it ſcarce appear 'd prbbable to che Eye of Man; and 
hey whoſe Ambition mounts no higher than a mean Ser- 
ice, would not be frightned by fears of want in Sickneſs 
or in Age, as being fully perſuaded that God cares for 


_ | I Having 


r 
= 
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The Servant s dependence 


2 Tald 28, 1 cannot think it neceſfary to ftir 
you upto truſt in God by any new Motives ; fur the 

two which I have * — methinks, abundantly 
ſufficient, . namely, . ure and farisfaftion & 
Mind that ſprings from it, 4 — \ Ie gie Men an u 
ſhaken ſupport and ſeenrity in 2 troubleſome 2nd: uncer. 
„ll 4. 6. in World z hence that of the * Pſalmif, 
. I will both lay me down. in Peace, and Sleep, 

for thau ouly maleſt me dwell in ſafety. And hence "tis 
that a fearſeſs Security, even amongſt che Menaces and 
Allarms of 4 Dangers, is by the Pſalmift made 
*P/al. x13; of one that: truſts in God; * H 
7, -— will not 1 vf amy evil * his hean 
e Zend. A. ſecond Motive 

is the actual Benefir: this Truſt procures you, namely, Re 
| enn your Wants, and Deliverance in all your Dan- 
gers; for thisis that the Scripture reaches 
l. 34. 0 US; * rar the Lord ye his Saints ; for then 
PTS 8 themthat fear lu m. The you | 

Lions do lack nd ſuffer hunger, lust they that ſeek: the Lon gare 
all not mam am good thing. And 45 Pſal. 46. 1. God 
aur Refuge and Strength ; à very preſent help in trouble. On? 
that you weuld be perſuaded to make 2 Trial of the 
Pleaſure. and of this Duty, that you would er. 
perience the bl of that ſtate, wherein a Man 
hath nothing to do, but & to ſarrifice the Sa 


ton 3. iſ of Rightoouſne/3, and put bis Truſt in I 


3- Oo qc great Duty of the Servant toward 
| FL: -God, is Contentment in his Place; this is 2 

Duty nereſſary to: your own Happineſs, necel- 
ſary.to the Service of your \Maſter, and neceflary- to the 
Honour of Gad: Te rt own (Happineſs; for though 
your Circumſtances be ncver ſo good, yet if you do not 
think em ſo, you muſt needs be uncaſie; and Diſcon- 
tent 22 the weight and burden of any Service 
To the Service of your Mater, ſor you can never ſerve 
HR well, if you do not ſerve him chearfully, and from 
the Heart, which yon can never do, whilſt you are ſick 
of your —— Laſtly, To the Honour of God, 


© which 
, 


— 


which requires, chat you ſubnut to "the Wiſdom of hits 
ovidence, and not murmure and repine at his Diſpen 


dmmon Reaſon, that tis juſt matter of wonder how 
ny. ſhould be 15 of the contrary; for though we 
ould not be to give a Reaſon of God's dealings 
ith us, yet ſure the Reverence we haye for his Infinite 
Fiſdom, and the p< rſuafion we have of his Infinite 
OC neſs, may cauy induce us to believe, that he has 
ways a kind and good Reaſon for what he doth; ana 
t made Nurcly, you that look upon it as your Duty, to execute the 
ommands of your Without demanding the 
Reaſon or Motives of em cannot but think it reaſonable 
o treat God with as much Reyerence and Humility as 
ou do à Mortal Man. I might in the next place, put 
ou in mind, that all we poſſels is owing merely to the 
avuur of God, not to your Merit, and that he that has 
eaſt, has much more than he deſerves; and if ſo, you 
ve no reaſon to complain of him, as if he had dealt 
iggardly with you, becauſe he has dealt more bounti- 
ully with others; May he not do what he will with his 


. On! But there are two Motives to Contentment, which 


F the vould niore eſpecially recommend to you; One is, that 


id ex. latever you undergo in this World, ſhall be made up 
Man end recompenc'd to you 2 hundred fold in another, if 
e ou ſuffer with Meekneſs, Patience and Humility : So 
eit this Nate of Humiliation . doth but — vou into a 

The ober 


apacity of greater N of Glory herea 
8, That if you conſider your ſtate aright, you have no 
reaſon at all of murmuring againſt as dealing une- 
ually with you; for in all theſe things, which are. ſub- 


o the tially good and valuable, he has dealt as bountifully 
ouph ich you as with others: Vou enjoy the Light of the 
) not dun; the Beauties of the Creation are as much | 


o your view, 28 to. any ch's, the freſhneſs of the 


— Ur, the coolneſs of the tream, the fragrancy of the 
ere bring, are imparted as bouatitylly 10 you, 25 apy ochers 
rom C boever. You have Rational and Immortal Spirits, 


althy, ſtrong and: active Bodies ; the Food that is beſt 
or health, the Raiment that is beſt for warmth, is every 

* | RO Where 
P% a | 


upon God, 39 


tions: This Humility is a Virtue ſo conſonant .to. 


= 
* 


%. 


40 . The Servant's Content ment 


- for- what you, have; your” Labaur is not half ſo great 


thoſe things which 1 call ſubſtantial Bleſſings, they enjn 


the ſtate of a Servant has ſome. Advantages really and try 


_ of a Servant, Phil. 2. But if this trouble you, I have 
- : — — th | 


, 
— um. — — 
— 


* 


—— 


where to be had; the things wherein God has made Mewed 
difference between you and others, are Trifles imaginanilyes f 

1d phantaſtick, not real Advantages ; but you take painMent Be! 
| 8 | han N 
burden to zou, as is their Aleneſi to them: But even 9 


more than yo] Tis true, but you enjoy enough; ay 
more than enough, like Manna, breeds but Worms, tha 
is, Troubles and Cares: And this puts me in mind, thy 


above that of a Maſter. Not to mention that Ob 

tence it ſelf. is not only a much plainer, but alſo a mug 
eaſier Duty than Government, that it has nathing in | 
diſobliging or unkind, as Reproof, Chaſtiſement, and pu: 
ting away of Servants has, that it is no way reſponſibl 
for the diſcretion of its actions, &c. not to men iq 
I fay, theſe and ſuch like Advantages which you poſſeſ 
there are others of greater importance. You enjoy thy 
World without the Cares of it; Storms fink no Ships q 
yours,” nor fcorching Vapours blaſt your Fruit or Com} 


the Turns and Changes of Fortune concern you very lit 
_ tle, ornotarall ; Ido very much queſtion, whethe 1 
your travail and labour, as well as your care, be not mud % 
leſs than that of many Maſters. *Tis true, there are a ſoil.” ſu 
of Men who atcgunt Idleneſs and Looſenefs as the Prero “ e 
tives of an ample Fortune, envy em not; you ough i” 27" 
_ rather to bleſs God, chat he has hetg'd in your ways, that bimſel, 
be Hag put you in 2 ſtate of Life, wherein it is entre am.. 
diffeilt for you to be lazy or inltemperate, to be proulAdvan 
or wanton ; for. ſurely tis a bleſſed Advantage belonging he all 
fo your condition, that it has fewer ineitements to ſinnd T. 
and more to Virtue than that of the Rich and Great ep: n 
Bur of this I have diſcours'd at largein the beginning d n 
this Chapter, There remains then nothing for you to allin 
uarrel at, in the eondition 779 quitity of 2 Servant, um e n 
leſs you think it too mean and, contemprible for you f, 75 
the Eye of the World; hitt w! Hoi you: think tha 
Condition too mitan for Pu; which our dear Lordi es 
thought not tod mean for him? For he came in the fon 1 6 


ſhewed 


To 
* 
* 
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nl 


in his Place. 41 


hewed you before an infallible way of redeeming your 
les from Contempt; namely, by a religious and excel- 
nt Behaviour; for true Virtue is much more honourable 
han Nobility of Blood, or Amplenelſs of Fortune. 


A Prayer for Contentment in your 
8 * 
Condition. | 


Eternal and gracious Lord God, before whom a meek 
and humble Spirit is of great price; O God, who 
iveſt Grace to the humble, but reſifteſt the proud, keep 


me, I beſeech thee, from pride and frowardneſs, from 


iſcontent and murmuring, and give me a meek and 


e Spirit: Male me adore thy Wiſdom and Good- 


eſs in every diſpenſation of thy Providence, and chear- 


ully ſubmit to thy Will, and follow thy Conduct. O ſuf- 
er me not to deſpiſe or murmure at that ſtate; which 
great Lord and Maſter honour'd, by taking it upon 


himſelf, for he came not to be miniſtred to, but to mini- 


er, Make me always thankful ta thee for theſe real 
[dvantages which 1 enjoy in, this ſtate ;, thou haſt given 


me all the neceſſary Comforts of Life, without the Cares 
md Troubles of it; thou haſt | 
ept me from Idleneſs, and Worldly and Carnal Luſts 
by my neceſſities and the indiſpenſible reftraints of my 


hedg d in my ways, and 


alling. O never ſuffer me to break, through all theſe 
0 commit Sin, and Die. O grant, that ſince my. ſtation 
as fewer Temptations to Sin, and more Eucourage- 

its to Virtue than that of others, IT may be ſo much 


more eminent and exemplary than others in all virtuous 


nd holy living, as knowing r offence more inexcuſable ; 
» = 7 | Ng So 


— 
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42 The Servant's Contentment 
So ſhall I ever have reaſon to bleſs thy Love for ij 
 meanneſ; and neceſſities of my ſtate, when they ſhi 
| — * 1 in goodneſs, po gerbe adore al 
 magnifiethy Love for thoſe Reſtraints and Confinemen 
thou haſt put upon me, — they ſhall prove 1 
Means and Inftruments of my Eternal Preſervation a 
Safety, then ſhall T adore thy Mercy for the bodily har 
ip. of my Service, when they ſhall prove to me an ex 
<cellent Diſcipline, to train me up to Virtue and Gl, 
Amen, ſo be it bleſſed Feſus. 3 


— 
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© «a _ Y — 
2 : * 


— 


A Prayer for Fidelity to your Maſter 
* : and Truſt in, God. 9 | 


FN Holy and Righteous God, whoſe Eyes are ſet 
O the righteous, and thine Ears are N. 5 
their Prayers, who feedeſt thoſe that fear thee, 1 
art 4 preſent help in time of trouble, poſſeſs me, IT % 
bly beſeech thee, with ſuch a fincere Fainh in all thy Pro 
#niſes, with ſuch a firm perſuafion of thy Wiſdom, Pom 
Goodneſs, that I may ever truſt and rely upon thr, 
a5 my God and my Saviour; and O let me never be aſh 
med of my bope in thee, nor let my diſtruſtful or fen. 
ful Hears ever give thee occaſion to be afham'd to b 
called my God: And becauſe, O Lord, the Snerifices 
' #he wicked are an abomination to thee, and the Pr 
of the unjuſt a meer prophanation of thy holy Nam. 
' therefore I beſeech thee, let thy fear be before min 
Eyes, and make me fait and diligent in the ſtatin 
to which it has pleas'd thee to call me, I know, O Lord, 
that thou art a holy and a righteous God, and an 4. 


obtain 
thy N 


mio 


— 


" im bis Place. 43 


te fall into breach of Truſt with Man, leaſt Lfall 
.der the Vengeance of my God, I know, that my. Duty 
"wards my Maſter is one great part of my Religion to- 
urds thee, O ſuffer m: not by Idleneſs or f, toloſe 
he Eternal reward of my Service: IT know, O Lord, that 
| things are naked and bare before ebee, and that 
boug hmy Matter's Eye cannot, yet thine does in all 
imes, and in all places, behald me, that thou 
ender to me according to my works : O how fatal then 
muſt that Laxineſ prove, for which I muſt be con- 
n'd to everlaſting pain ? O bow fatal muſt my frauds 
be, ſince though I may deceive my Matter, I cannot 
bee? Lord, -therefore inable me ſo to ſerve with fear 
nd trembling, and ſingleneſs of Heart, that I may 
have 4 good ground to truft-and depend upon thee for 
protection and proviſion in this World, and for reward in 
urher, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


6 


a 


A Prayer for right performance of In- 
ſtrumental or Relative Duties. 


0 my God, I know that my Lamp will ſoon gi 
out unleſs there be Oyl to feed it; that my Gra- 
ces will ſoom languiſh, unleſs they be nouriſht and re- 
eſhe by thy Werd and Sacraments ; I know, O Lord, 
that my ſpiritual life, no more than my corpofal life, 
cannot be upheld, but by a daily ſupply, a ſupply of thy 
Grace, the life and ſtrength of my Soul 5 and F know, 
that this is not in thy ordinary courſe otherwiſe to be 
obtain d, than by fervent Prayer, awful M:ditation of 
Hin, and 4 devout and frequent Uſe of the Cam- 
munion : I beſeech OE IPG, Om God, not wp 
| Ca that 


44 Ibe Servant's Content ment, c. 
— * 


that thou wouldſt imprint upon my Heart a juft ſenſu 
the neceſſity of theſe Duties, but alſo that © pea would! 
. inftru and aſſiſt me, that I may perform em dev, 
I and conſcientiouſly, and perſevere in them conſtay 
* by to my lifes end. O do thou teach me to pray in contriy 
* groans, and tranſporting. love. O do thou open 
Heart, that it may receive thy Word with true Faij 
and devout Affection; O do thou raiſe in me ſuch 
i grateful paſſion for the love of Feſus, that I may u 
. only commemorate his Death in joy and tears, but mu 
bim with ardent love, and be inſeparably united to hi 
and he to me. But, O my God, how often ſhall I fa 
«ſhort of this through my own default? Ab, how ſel; 
(ſhall come up to it? O therefore pardon; pardon the | 
- firmities of thy Servant ! ah ! pardon me my want 
preparation to theſe Duties, my heavineſs and diſtr adi 
zin em, and whatever mixtures of other frailties n 
» cleave to tbem; and however weak my performances m 


ſter 
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Wes At 
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liſtreſſ 


be, let em not be wholly unprofitable, let em at leaſt | N 
get in me Humility, clearer Convict ion: of my ſpiriui thoſ 


Poverty and Weakneſs, greater Watchfulntſs, and n 
reſolutions for the time to come; and all this I md 
earneſtly and moſt bumbly beg, for the ſake of 74 
(Chriſt my Lord, | 
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and Miſtreſs, conſiſting in Obedience, 
Faithfulneſs, Love. 


ut mer Think, nothing, can be more evident, Injuſtice or b 
[to hi than that every Servant owes his Ma- ſu — 
(1 der and Miſtreſs in the frft place all l k 
. guilt. 

ſeldnWoſe Duties, at leaſt, which every Man £ 
the lives another, whether he be Friend or Enemy, Neigh-- 
want four or Stranger, namely, Truth, Fuſtice, and charity; 


ay, I believe all will readily confeſs, that the tranſgreſ- 
on of theſe Duties in Servants towards their Maſters and 


traci 
eg m 


100 1 an any Error of this kind in one Man towards another; 
rin be nearer any Relation is, the ſtricter in its Obligation - 
1 thoſe Virtues. | d 


In 


Two S_ do evidently aggravate the guilt of a Ser- 
| ce 
f 74 


nt's Injuſtice or Uncharirableneſs : Firſt, Truſt repos d 


ong, and much more difficult for their Maſters to guard 
nſelves againſt it. Secondly, The Obligation Servants 
le under to Gratitude for the Benefits they enjoy, and to 
delity enjoyn'd em by the Law of God and Nature, 
t needs render any wrong they do their Maſters or 
ſtreſſes a more abominable Crime in the ſight of God 
nd Man, as being not only a Sin of Injuſtice and Uuncha- 
ableneſs, which is of it ſelf a Sin big enough to damn 


Man; but alſo of the fouleſt Ingratitude, and baſeſt 


rexchery and Perfidiouſneſs. - This I would have well 
nſider'd, becauſe, if it were, it would make Servants 
tad the commiſſion of ſome Crimes which they ſeem 


AP 


323 raiſing Diſſention and Feuds in the Family, 
lying and whiſpering. 
| N 88 T 3 5 Second- 
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1 Servants makes it much more eaſie for them ro do 


ot to have that ſenſe of which they ought : Such are 


/ the Servant's Duty towards his Maiter- 


liſtreſſes, has many more and greFier Aggravations in it, 


N 


46 Of Obedience. 

. © Secondly, Blaſting the Credit and Reputation of their 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, whether by falſe or true Report; 
the guilt of theſe practices will be evident to him why 
conſiders. The ſpreading a Report, though true, to ang 
ther's diſadvantage, is wacharitableneſi in any Man; bu 
in a Servant, tis not only a breach of Charity, but d 
Faith and Secrecy too, and the blackeſt Ingratitude u 
boot; and if it be 2 Sin to ſpread an uncharitable Truth, 
how much a greater to forge a malicious Lye? For one 
Neighbour or one Stranger to bely or ſlander another 
by 2 falſe Charge, is an eſſect and property not only 
of a mean, bar deviliſh Spirit; what name then cn 
this Sin find, when a Maſter or a Miſtreſs is thus treate 
by a Servant, who lies under not only the Obli- 

 gations of Charity, Truth and. Juſtice, but alio more Pare 

_ ticular, and, if it can be, more ſacred ones of Secrcy, 

Faith and © Gratitude } The ſame thing may be ſaid 
kindling ſtrife; for if it be a heinous Wieckedneſs in 

any one to ſtir up Contention by Lying and Whiſper 
ing, how much more in a Servant, who is ſo {tritty 
obliged to preferve the Peace of the Family he liva 
in? | | 
The very ſame is the caſe gf a Serram in all other In 
committed againſt his Maſter ; they are not only 

Violations of his Chriſtian Profeſſion, (as every act of 

Injuſtice or Uncharitablenoſs in all other Men is) but alſo 

of the particular Obligations of his Calling; and there. 

fore ſuch fins, as they have greater aggravations, ſo ſhal 
they receive greater puniſhment than other Men's: This 
+ is extreamly neceſſary to be remember'd, that as you 
have eaſier opportunities of doing ſo you m 

C alſo have/greater dread and horrone of it, as looking up 

on every Injury that were but a ſingle act of Injuſtice a 

| Defett of Charity in others, as a — 

apd Villanies in you, being a tranſg not only 6 
your Duty as Chriſtians, bur as Servants roo, Having laid 
this before you, as a ſtrong gement to a moſt ſtrid 
3 diſcharge of your Duty, I come non 
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f ther Second place, to confider the particulars. of this Duty. 

eports;, WW might ſum up all, as our Saviour dorh, under one Vir-- 

n who ue of Faithfielneſs, for ho makes 2 Good and Faithful Ser- 

to an NM to be terms equivalent, Matth. 25. Well done. good , 

n; bu faithful Servant. But that you may more fully and 
but of ung comprehend. the whole of yon: Duty, I will 

25 h peak. ivunder theſe three Heads ; 4 : 
ru | 

or one ; I. Obedience. | 

nother II. Faithfulneſs, N 

t only — III. Love. . 


n en | 
reated Bl Firſt therefore of Obedience + This is thi 2 
| Obli-Wwhich con ſtĩtutes the very nature of Service 4 bud. 
re pat. Right to command makes a Maſter, and Obligation to obey 
ecrcc7,Wz Servant ; that ſubjection which the Centurion deſcribes. 
ſaid of WWLuke 7. 8. I ſay unte one go, and be goes ; and to another 
eſs me, and he . cometh ; to my Servant, do this, and he 
uſper- es it; is an indiſpeniable Duty of every one that pro- 
Tictly Wfeſſes himſelf a Servant. This Reaſon teaches . , Raw. 6. 6 | 
livaWus, * His Servants ye are, to whom ye obey : And. *t 
| the very nature of the Covenant between the Maſter and. 
his Servant implies this, Obedience on the one hund; 
and maintenance on the other. God doth ſtrictly exact 
this Duty of Servants, and that upon pain of Damna - 
tion to the Tranſgruſſor, and promiſe of an Eternal Re- 
ward uy CIP of ir. —_ Col. 3. 22, the f 
rants, in all thi Maſters according to the fleſ, 
we with. 3 — but in ſongleneſs of 
Ro God. Andwhatſbeyer:ye do, do it heartily, 2 
unto the aud not unto Men e knowing that of the Lord 
Je ſhall receive the Reward of the Inheritance, for ye ſerve 
the Lord Chrift': But he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for 
the wrong which he has done; and there is no reſpect af per- 
ſons. To the ſame ſe is Eph. 6. 3. 1 Pet. 4. 18, 
and innumerable other Texts of Scripture z by all this put 
together you may. eaſily diſcern how grievous a ſin the 
ienee of Servants is, tis a downright contempt 
of God's revealed Will; tis 2 violation of the Law of 
Nature, diſturbing that 2 and wiſe Government 2 


— 2 
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rhe "Providence of God has introduced into the World [cal of 
by that difference he has put between the ſeveral RanwM'2"* of 
of Mankind; tis a manifeſt breach of the Servanr's (ill be 
x venant, which he entred into with his Maſter, and hyf 
Conſequence the diſobedient Servant has no right to th 
Bread he eats, or to the Wages he receives, and he cn 
expect nothing from God, who is the ſupreme Lord 9 
all, and y whoſe appointment the Diftinttion and Orde 
which now is in Le wag was eſtabliſh'd ; but ſome ſe- 
vere Judgment, as n an unrighteous Perſon, and 2 
venant-breaker ; 25 tis no wonder that God ſhoul 
ſo ſtrictly exact this Duty, or ſo ſeverely punith the viol 
tion of it; this Sin of Diſobedience proceeds from 7 
Pride; or Frowardneſs, or Idleneſs, and ends in Wrath to 
and Contention, and Confuſion. 
| Nor is the Spirir of God in Scripture content only tg 
enjoyn Servants Obedience, but it takes can h 
wo hire to acquaint em, what kind of Obedience this 8 ft 
* * muſt be : Hrſt, It muſt be in all things, tha .* 
% is, all things chat are not repugnant to the 
Will of God; who is our ſupreme Maſter ; or the Law 
pdf the Land which are famp'd with an Authority ſupe 0 _ 
riour to that of their Maſter, * In all things elſe ServansM. 
are not to diſpute nor interpret, but obey the Commands 
of their Maſter, for they are not to anſwer for the diſcre 
tion or © reafonableneſs of his Commands. Their Obe. 
dience, Secondly, muſt be in ſingleneſs of Heart, not with. >, © 
Eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers. is a very ill Servant who 
obeys not only when his Diſobedience cannot be conceal'd or 
excus'd ; for at this rate the Maſter would be the great. 
eſt Drudpe in his Family, and the Care and Toil of over- 
ſeeing others in their Work, would be moye intolerable 
than the Work ir ſelf. Thirdly, This Obedience muſt be 
e from the Heart; — Servant muſt not only do 
s Duty, and do it honeſtly, but he muſt do it willing- 
2 _ chearfully, without chis he will not be like to 
— non _ or or in his ſervice; 
Lore ſervice acceptable to his M.. 
ner; z for to all ingnuons Tempers de. AﬀkQion — 
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Lal of a Servant is as valuable as his Service ; ſo that for 


— yant of this, he will incur two great Evils, his Labour 
rs („ill be harder, and his Reward will be leſs; To all this 
and hut be added, Fourthly, Humility ; Self-conceit and Im- 
to len are the moſt improper Qualities in 2 Servant 
be ca mnginable; for what can be more abſurd than Pride 
ord and Wilfulnoſs in one whoſe very profeſion tis to 
Orde ? Theſe are grievous Sins in any For tune, bur 


nore extremely grievous in a low one. The Scripture 
fore doth. not permit the Servant to anſwer again 
hen reproved or blamed ; nay, what is more, it com- 
ands him to behave himſelf reſpectfully towards the 
oward and peeviſh, as well as mild and gemle Maſter, | 
nd to * ſuffer patiently when he ſuffers „ 8 
rongfully, Ay 5 Ex 


That you may perform this* Duty as you | ” 
uphr, you are 83 to perſuade — aol 
ur ſelves, that an humble, honeſt, and — 
earful Obedience is the glory of 2 Ser- 
ant; that this is as much the honour of your ſta- 
on, as Prudence, Liberality and Gentleneſs is of the 
after's : That the meanneſs of any buſineſs you are 
aploy'd in, cannot ſo much diſparage you, as Mur- 
turing and Pride; for tis the Maſter's, not the Ser- 
at's diſhonour, if he exacts what is not fit or beco- 
ling at the hands of his Servant: No Servant can 
er loſe himſelf by his Humility, for he may with ex- 
ons of reſpect and kindneſs quit his Service when 
will, and fo avoid any Rudeneſs or Indecency ; for 
[ poſſibly conceive , that this courſe can be prejudi- 
a to any Servant; for if the Servant be of the higheſt 
ank , and the Bufineſs commanded of the loweſt and. 
deaneſt, any Man may do that once or twice out of 
line. miliry , which yer he cannot take upon him as his 
aß paſtant Work, without the imputation of Puſillanimi- 
or meannels of Spirit. Secondiy, The Servant muſt 

* deavour to entertain a good Opinion of, and Value 
r his Maſter, for otherwiſe it will not be caſte to 

Zeal bey thoſe whom you can think reaſonable to 4 | 
LIT C 3 Third 


50 Of Faithfulneſs. 
Thirdly, And above all, the Servant muſt” perſuade lum. 
ſelf ; that he obeys God in obeying his Maſter ; he mig 
look upon himſelf as placed in this ſtation by God, any 

he muſt look upon his Maſter as inveſted with Authority 
over him by z and this will be an Encouragement tg 
him to do his Duty, and a comfort and ſupport to hin 
when he ſuffers wrongfully. 


& ſecond Wr Bo . 8 Ive is 
_ » Fait eſs, a Duty without which tis impoſ- 
ef 1-4 fible that the Maſter can enjoy any real 

| - ſure or ſatisfaction, or the Servant any Peace 

of Conſcience z for how can the Maſter's mind be at eaſt 
if he be not ſecure of the Faith of thoſe of his. om 
Family, but muſt needs ſuſpect thoſ© whom he mu 
needs truſt? And what an ulcer'd gauled Conſeiene 
muſt that Servant have, who dwells continually under the 
Roof, and eats daily of the Bread of that Man whom be 
wrongs and injures, where every thing he doth or ſe 
calls his fin to remembrance, and every Benefit, even 
Fayour is a reproach and 2 ſtab to his Soul? Now thi 
Fidelity is to be practis d in all thoſe things, whereh 
the Maſter is capable of receiving any Benefit by the 
Faith, or fi any Wrong by the Falſhood of his 
Servant; and beſides this, ir ought to be underſtod! 
that Fidelity obliges the Servant not only, not to < 
his Maſter any wrong himſelf, but alſo not to ſuffe 
any others to do him any. Fidelity taken in this larg 
Extent comprehends a great many Duties of the Serra 
towards his Maſter. As for example; Firſt, Thi 

— — he endcavour, as far as it lies in him, to promote 
— font. the virtue, and procure the ſalvation of his Mal 
er, for tllis is his trueſt and greateſt Intereſt; 

This he may eſſect, partly by Prayer to God for him, p 
Advice and good Diſcourſe; if h is Maſter give hin at 
rtunity, or admit him into any ſuch freedom 
Partly, like Serapion, by the Example of an excellent Lite; 
but if he cannot ſerve him this way, he muſt at leaſt tak 
ere that he be not guilty of the contrary; he muſt 10 
ke m Incentive to, or Inſtrument of his fin ; be mu 
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—— ÞÞ got be 2 Contriver of, or Purveyor for his Luſt z he muſt 
le him WY not flatter and applaud him in his Wickedneſs ; for this 
de mull is che worſt ſort of unfaithfulneſa, the betraying the very 
d, and I foul of his Maſter, - and how wretched a ſtate doth the 
Uhority WF Servant reduce himſelf to by this perfidiouſneſs, if his 
zent 10 Maſter never repents, he has drawn upon his own foul - 
to hin the guilt of his Damnation; if he do repent, he drawvs 

upon himſelf his Maſter's perpetual contempt and aver- 
fon. Secondly, The Servant muſt endeavour 


Sony to preſerve the Peace and Honour of his Towards the 
ampol-B Maſter; for theſe things are or ſhould be —— if ls 


1] ple BY dear to every one next to his Soul and Virtue. Maſter. 
Fee Now the Peace of a Maſter may be diſturbed 

at cal BY either by the Contentions of thoſe of his Family amongſt 
is 0B themſelves, or by their unkindne s and undutifulneſs do- 
mug wards himſelf ; the Sores therefore, who by lyes or 
aſcicne il ſanders, by vile wh and informations doth alie- 
der de nate the Affections 92 Family, or any Member of it, 
om let from their 3 them at variance between one 
or en another, is guilty of the blackeſt Treachery, for he per- 
» eve fdiouſly robs cots his Maſter of the Peace of his Mind, and- 
„dig the Affections of thoſe of his Houſhold, than both which. 
nothing can be dearer to him: Nor is this all the- 
pravation of this ſin, for it loads the pearfidious'W 

wich all the guilt of the numerous — great miſchiefs- 
which always may, and. very often do enſue upon the 
Contentions and Diviſions of Families. In a word, ſuch: 
a one draws upon himſelf the Wrath of God, and as - 
ſoon as he is diſcover d, the diſpleaſure and hatred of 
the whole Family. As to the Honour of their Maſter op- 
Miſtreſs, it may be waunded by the Servant two. ways. 
Firit, by 2 ill of em either abroad or at home; 
or elſe, ſecondly, by promoting that Immorality in the. 
Family, which muſt neceſſarily tend to their 1 
nent and ſeandal: They therefore that will be Fai 5 
Rabi point, muſt be ſo far from making the faults of. 
their Maſter or Miſtreſs publick, that if it be poſſble, 
they muſt not ſee em themſelves z chey muſt be ſo far- 
from making em the ſubject of their Diſcourſe... abroad, 
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nay, they muſt not endure any ſuch ſort of Talk at 
Home; they muſt no more connive at 2 Fellow-Servant 
that wrongs their Maſter or Miſtreſs in their Honour, 
than if they did wrong em in their Goods; they m 
excuſe whatever will admit of excuſe ; what will n 
they muſt hate, but not ſpread or cenſure ; by doing 
this, a Servant ſhall gain true Honour to himſelf, while 
he preſerves: his Maſter's ; for though the ill _— of 
ſome. People be ſuch, that they are pleaſed with ma- 
licious Informations, with ſpightful and flanderous Dif- 
coveries, yet I never knew any temper ſo bad, that lo- 
ved the Informer, if a Servant; for they cannot but 
judge Ingratitude and Treachery as odious Vices in him, 
as are any that he condemns in his Maſter. The thin 
: and laſt thing wherein the Faithfulneſs of: 
Servant is required, is the Goods and Pol- 
A ſcffions of the Maſter : In theſe the Ser- 
25 of * vant-muſt not wrong his Maſter, neither by 
: Thefr, nor Fraud, nor Waſte ; nor muſt he 
fuffer others to do ſo, for all this is dgwnright Injuſtice, 
and expreſly forbid by Almighty God. Thus, Tit. 2. 10. 
They are forbid to purloin, as being directly contrary to 
that Faithſulneſs which they are commanded to ſhew ; 
nor is the eonſuming the Maſter's. Goods by Riot and 
Iutemperance, by unneceſſary Waſte, or by Sloth and 
Careleſneſs, one jor a leſs Sin than Theft or Fraud. The 
unjuſt Steward, in the Goſpel Luke 16. is accuſed, That 
be had wafted bis Maſter's Goods; and under the Law, if 


e the 
Goods aud Poſ- 


Parents had brought a Son before the Congregation, and 
: accugd him of theſe Crimes, he was to be ſtoned, 


* This our Son is ſtubborn and rebellious, It 


» 
Deut. 21. 20. ill not obey our voice 3 he is a glutton and a 


. drunkard; and all the Men of his City Tee tone hin 


with ones, that he Die. And ſurely a ed and ſloth 
ful Servant is no lefs puniſhable than a wicked and ſloth- 


ful Son, I will inſiſt a little longer upon the Servant's 
Duty in this point of Juſtice, both becauſe the Servant 


is more apt to offend this way, being betray'd by the 
Temptation either of Profit or Pleaſure, and becauſe 
— "2 Tune DENT NE Ons na 
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moſt heinouſly, and to account em as the worſt of In- 
juries he is capable of ſuffering by his Servant, nor 
(L hope ) that he doth eſteem his Goods above his 
Soul or his Honour, or above the Virtue and Peace of 
his Family, but begauſe he is leis able to ſecure the one 
than the other againſt the perfid iouſneſs of Servants z 
for if he be à good Man, he will be eaſily able to: ſecure 
himſelf and his Family againſt the ſlander by which 
y Servant endeavours to blaſt his Honour, or againſt 
the Lies and Whiſpers by which he endeavours to 
breed diſcontent, or againſt the Infection of his Mo- 
xals; but there is no way to ſccure himſelf againſt the 
8 which he may ſuffer. by the Fraud and Purloin - 
ning, by the Waſte and Riot, or by the Sloth and Neg- 
ligence of an unfaithful Servant. | 2 


Firf therefore of Purloining. By this is to 
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be underſtood. the converting the Goods. of Felis 


your Maſter-to your own uſe ; you cannot be * 
fo Ignorant as not to know; that this is downright Theft, 
and forbid by an expreſs Commandment, Thon ſhalt not 
fleal: Nor can you be ignorant, that Theft is a Crime 
of the fouleſt nature, as being not only repugnant to 
the Excellencies and Perfections of Chriſtianity, but even 
to the common Morality of Heathens, to the- natural 
Law of Juſtice, Thou ſhalt do to others as thou wauldſt be 
dene by ; and you cannot but know, how outragiouſly 
you would your ſelves reſent ſuch an Injury; for if you 
love the World ſo well, as to venture the being damn d 
for it, tis eaſie for me to conclude, how grievouſſy you 
would take it, to be robbed of it by another. How vile 
a Sin this is, in the 2 of others, may eaſily be 
inferr d from the indelible ſtain and infamy which ſticks 
upon it amongſt all People, and from the ſevere pu- 
niſhments progounc'd againſt it in all Civilizd Nations; 
but moſt of all, from the puniſhment which a wiſe and 
a merciful , as well as juſt God adjudges it to. The 
puniſhment in the Old Teſtament, you may read 
Exod. 22. but that which moſt concerns you ä rhe 
©; | EE, 
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New, which is excluſion from the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and Eternal Impriſonment in Hell, in the Lake that burns 
„1c. 6. With Fire and Brimſtone for ever. * Know ye 
„ 10. n, that the ory ava ſhall not inherit the 

. Kingdom of God? Be not deceiyed, neither 
Fornicators, & cc. nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkard;, 
nor Revilers, nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
God. How grievous a fin this is, all this may ſuificiently 
convince you, and ſhould methinks ſtrike a guilty Soul 
with Horrour and Amazement ; but fome peradventure 
make leſs Conſcience to rob their Maſter than another 
Man: How impudenta folly is this? Can you think, 
that he, by becoming your Maſter, forfeits his Right and 

ty, and is no lo under the fence and prote- 
tion of the Laws of Gol? Or can you think, chat you, 
by becoming a Servant, gain x Licenſe to commit that 
fin with Anpunity,. which you could not have other wiſe 
done without incurring Damnation ? Is not the Injuſtice 
the ſame ? ls not the Wrong that the Maſters ſuffers noto- 
rious } Nay, I muft be free to tell you, that though the 
Injuſtice and Wrong be the ſame, the guilt and fin of 

Theft is not the ſame in 2 Stranger and a Servant: For 

doſt thou think that baſe Ingratitude, and perfidioys 

breach of Truſt, adds nothing to the guilt of the la- 

juſtice? Poor Creature! Doft thou not ſee how vile 2 

fin thou doſt commit, a fin that nothing can attend, if 

ir have its due, but Reproach and Infamy, bodily puaiſt 
ment according to Law, and, if not repented of, Eter- 

nal Damnation? Nay, doſt thou nor diſcern what 3 

Heap of ſins thou art guilty of in one, Ingratitude, 

breach of Truſt, Lying, and, it may be, Perjury, toge- 

ther with Injuſtice in every ſingle act of this ſort of 

Theft? And what art thou to gain by all this 2. What 

As ir that thou eſt as the price of thy Honour, 

thy Life and thy Soul? *Tis very often ſomething fo 

little, that were it not for fear of thy being plung'd by 
degrees in greater miſchicfs, thy Maſter would hardly 
think it worth his taking notice of: Bur be it what ic 

Will, it can be but ſome {mall portion of thy Maſter's 

Wealth, and art not thou a poor and deſperate _— 


ful and unbelieving, 
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deed, who art content to ſell, not thy Strength and thy 
Liberty, but thy Credit, thy Blood and thy Soul at fo 
vile, ſo cheap a rate? After all, do but conſider, what 
it is that moves thee, that draws thee on to this fin, 
and thou ſhalt find, that it is to gratifie ſome other as 
bad as it ſelf; for what is it that thou doſt want ? 
Food and Raiment is provided for thee, thou muſt there- 
fore either ſteal to gratiſie thy Coveteuſneſs, and this is 
downright Idolatry in thee, or thou muſt fteal out of 
diſtruſt, and to ſecure thy ſelf againſt thy Infidel fears 
of Poverty hereafter. Unhappy Creature! who canſt not 
rely upon God, even when thou art provided for! 
What couldſt thou do worſe than this, if thou wert de- 
ftirute of any proviſion ? How great a diſtruſt of God, 
how vile and impious a piece of Infidelity is this? And 
how great is the fin Ne without 
any extraordinary aggravetions ? * The fear- „„ 

Xe. ſhall have their part we _ 
in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone. Or 
Lai, Thou muſt ftcal to feed ſome other Luſt, ſuch as 
Riot, Uncleanneſs, or the like, and then in what a courſe . 
of wickedneſs art thou engag'd > Thou. art then to ſa- 
tisfie not only the Extravagancies of thy own, but of o- 
thers Luſts, and thou makeſt thy ſelf a Slave to all that 
are thy Confederates in fin; nay, they are the Maſters of 
thy Reputation, thy Fortune, and thy Life; and when 
thou conſidereſt what looſe and debauched wraches thou 
doſt truſt theſe thy dear Coneerns with, thou canſt not 
but think thy ſelf as deſperate a Fool, as thou art d 
rately wicked: So that as to this end of thy Theft, the 
oratifying ſome wild and lewd Affections, the more thou 
doſt ſucceed in it, the more deſperate and deplorable is 
thy ſtate : The two other Ends, namely, the ſatisfacti- 
en of thy Covetouſneſs, or thy ſecurity againſt future 
want are in all probability ſubverted and defeated” by 
thar very fin, by which thou doſt endeavour to attain 
em: For thy Theft forfeits the favour and patronage of 
God, thy diſtruſt, and this courſe it 2 ee upon, is 
an open renouncing and relinquiſhing Care and Pro- 
vidence of Cod over thee, ſo chat though thy ſin * 


* 
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de conceaFd from Man, thou canſt expect no other, than MW — 
that thou ſnhould'ſt be curſt in all thou ſetteſt thy Hang we 

to, and chat thy faireſt Hopes ſhould be blaſted ; but i I NP"* 
thou art diſcover d, the leaſt that can befal thee is the re- en! 


ftirution of thy unjuſt Rapines, and a Brand or Mark of boy | 
Infamy fix d on thee, which will render thee uncapable — 7 


of any Truſt, and expoſe thee conſequently to unayoida- * 
ble and perpetual Want and Beggary : Ah, the wretch- ; 
ed Lifevf an infamous and beggarly Thief, foriaken and — 


abandon d by GOD and Man! | do 7 
I have faid enough, I hope, to make any one ſenſible gps 
of this Sin of Purloining; yer I am almoſt afraid, leſt * 


my Deſign may be in ſome part defeated, by the Fooliſh 
Colluſions and trifling Excuſes of ſuch, who though they cn 
cannot deny Purloining-or Theft to be a damnable Sin, 
yet they commit the thing, ' and deny it to be Theft; Unfair 
juſt like Men that acknowledge Rebellion a Sin, but will "oa 
not own taking up Arms againſt tle Supreme Magiſtrate 11 
to be Rebellion: Give me leave therefore to tell you, 3 *. 
That when I make Theft to be the converting your GOr 
Maſter's Goods to your own ule, I underſtand by it all icht 
acts of yours, by which your Maſter ſuffers Detriment and 15 Fe 
Wrong. For inſtance, not only the deceiving him in 2 
what is in your own Truſt, or the Pilfering what is in fer f 1 
another's, or the taking to your ſelves any Way unjuſtly fußt 

what is his, but alſo the giving away to others without h wh 
his knowledge, or contrary to his Will any part or por- J 


tion of his, than which, nothing, I hear, is more com- a . 
mon; Servants, as well as Maſters, having their atten- . wat 
dants and hangerson, their Paraſites and Flatterers, who Ar 

at once ſooth them in their Pride and Vanity, by fawn- i y 
ing and flattering, and cheriſh *em in thei? 1dleneſs, by u i 
doing their Buſineſs. I muſt put you in mind further, — C 
that I mean by your Maſter's Goods, whatever he poſſeſ- yp 


ſes, whatever it be wherein he can ſaffer, or you com- 4 

mit Wrong. And in the laſt place, I muſt put you in Wo. 

mind, chat you are guilty not only of the Wrong and of M2 
Injuſtice which you perionally commit, but allo of Would 

What ver is committed by any other, if you — 

ta it, and. connive at it, even though you ſhould re- 

a eee Ih, een tough ) ne ad 
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ceive no benefit by it: 


3 For thus far I conceive the 
R of the Pfſalmiſt may be extended * . 
len thou ſaweſs if Thief, thou conſentedſt mith. n 
bim; which is there look d upon as an abominable Wick - 
edneſs: And ſurely the Commands of God, Thon ſhalt 
wt ſuffer Sin in thy Brother, but by any means reprove him, 
ud * Have mo fellowſhip withthe unfruitful F , a 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove em, =. 
do nearly concern à Servant in this caſe, as he would 
woid the guilt of the Sin which he doth not reprehend, 
for the negle& of Reproof is here a tacite _— tion. 
of the Sin, and tho peradventure this ſort of Theft be 
not to be loaded with all the Aggravations of the for- 
mer, yet. the leaſt that can be ſaid, of it, is, That it is 
2 downright Injuſtice, 2 breach of Truſt, and extream 
Unfaithfulneſs towards the Maſter : But you'll demand 
of me, How is a Servant to behave himſelf towards his 
puilty Fellow-ſervant, that he may, in ſuch a caſe as 
this, acquit himſelf with a gobd Conſcience towards 
GOD and Man? If he conceal his Fault, he is un- 
fichful to his Maſter; if he diſcover it, he is unkind to 
his Fellow - ſervant: He muſt betray the one or the o- 
ther; if he do not reveal the Wrong he ſees, his Ma- 
fer ſuffers, - and, what is more, his Conſcience muſt 
ſuffer too; if he do, he ſhall be hated and perſecuted - 
by his Fellow-ſervants, as an Informer; nay, peradven- 
ture, what is worſe than this, he that is accuſed ſhall 
out-wit hin, or ſhall be able to form a Combination 
againſt him, and ſo find more Credit with the Maſter, 
and by conſequence the good Servant ſhall by his Inte- 
grity and Juſtice forfeit his Place, and it may be, his Re- 
putation, or at leaſt live uneaſily, perſecuted by the vexa- 
tious Calumnies, Affronts and Unkindneſſes of thoſe. o- 
thers that are combined againſt him. To this Demand 
take this Anſwer ; I ſhould never have fancied this Obje- 
Qion, had I not been extreamly ſenſible of the frailty 
of Man from whenee ſhould any one doubt, whether he 
ſhould preſerve his Faith and Duty 20 his. Maſter, or 
commit a Sin to oblige 2 Fellow-ſervant 2 Whenee 
ould ſpring this Queſtion, Whether you, ON ge: 
| / ©, © por 
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port and cheriſh a wicked Fellow. Servant in N Vie, 
or whether you ſliould preſerve-a Maſter, (to Whom you 
owe Fidelity, Truth and Love) from Injuries and 
Wrongs? How finally ſhould a Man come to be trou- 
bled with this le? Whether he ſhould preſerve his 
Integriry, 2 good and the Favour and Bleſs 
ſing of God by doing his Duty, 6r by deſerting it, run 
the hazard of the — that the Wit or Malice of bis 
wicked Fellow - Servant e bring upon him? Theſe you 
muſt readily acknowledgeare doubts and ſcruples, which do 
not — the ſincerity and Faith of a — and honeſt 
| However, you ſhall not want here the beſt Ad- 
vice hat 1 can give you for I know, there may be ſoms 
lietle ſtrugglings of good Nature and Intereſt, in oppoſk 
tion to youy Duty in this point; the firſt thing then you 
re to do, is to reprove your guilty Fellow- Servant, to aj 
before him as well as you can, the heinouſneſs of his Sin 
with the danger of it, both with reſpect to his 
and Eternal Intereſt, t him with the 
n advantage of Vir 
tue and the of God, adviſe and exhort him eatneſſ 
to expiate his Sin by Repentance towards God, and 
reſtitution towards Man; mix this Reproof ever and ano 
_ — tenderneſs and © AﬀeCtions for him, 
expreſſions of your meaning and ſincere ir 
tention, which he may A TY accuſing him or- 
ty to himſelf; and laſtly, with Aſſurances, that, if he 
follow your Advice, he ſhall not ſaffer the "leaſt preju 
dice, either in his credit or intereſt, by your knowlcdgt 
of his fault; nay, that it ſhall not diminiſh in che leaf 
your Reſpect or Aſſection towards him: For you are 10 
inſenſible of the wiles of the Devil, and the infirmity of 
Nun, it being incident to humane frailty u 
fall into Sin, and tis the work of 2 true Faith to 9 

| nis Kindf 
you neceffarily 
a ho 
ſucceſsful in this, you gain 2 10 
8 9 
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39 
pete and ſatisfactlon to your Conſcience, together with * 
the Bleſſing of God, the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ud the enereaſe of his Holy. Spirit. Whereas ſup 
yon connive at, and he in his Sin, ah! how fatal 
n Obligation do you lay upon him! You encourage him 
in his Sin, and, if he never repent, you damn his Soul 
eternally ; if he dorepent, how muſt he needs condemn 
you in the bitterneſs and grief of his Reflections, as one 
falſe to God and him, and no leſs unfaithful to his Eter- 
nal, than your Maſter's Temporal Intereſt? And what 
the guilt is, chat you load your own Conſcience with, I 
have ſhew'd, you before: But if you would do any 
good this way, you muſt take care, that you do it be- 
times, and that you do not let his Fault. take air before 
you have thug ented ir to him; for if you firſt 
bliſh, and then reprove his I cannot wonder, if 
hs do queſtion either your / ſincerity or diſcretion, ' and 
his doubting of either muſt needs forfeir in him all re- 
ſpect for your Advice or Reproof, and tempr him rather” 
to ſtand upon his defence, than truſt you with his Confeſ- 
hon or Repentance. 8 - . | 

If you can eſſect nothing this way towards the reelaim- 
ing your Fellow- Servant, you muſt communicate his Of» 
tence with. ſome-body elſe; as well that you may your 
ſelf avoid the Imputation of Connivance and Conſent, as 
alſo that you may deliver, if poſſible, his Soul from guilt 
Without the ruin of his Credit and Fortune: And in 
the choice of ſuch a Perſon, you are, if it may be, to 
ind out ſome one that is conſiderable with him, one 
Whoſe Virtne and Authority he reverences, 

tion and Difcretion he can confide- in; this will 


This very may be made uſe | 

well as this, as in thoſe Injuries you ſee your Maſter ſuf- 

er , either by the negligence or waſte of your Fellow 

vervants,or only where the matter is little and trifling, von 

ae not to communicate it with others, for this will look - 

e 2 formal and folann Impertinence, but if he refuſe - 
to 
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25 to reform n your ſingle Reproof, you are to 80 dl. 
rectly to — Maſter or Miſtreſs, for a ſlight Wrong 


repeated daily, may grow a very outragions one in time; 
however, they are * moſt pr Judges of what is 
ſlight and trifling, or otherwiſe ; for what may ſeem to 
you very inconſiderable, may ſeem otherwiſe to them 
who beſt know their own Minds and their own For- 
tunes. The ſame thing, laſtiy, you mitſt do in matters 
of greater moment, =. oa thoſe ways I have preſcribd 
vou fail; you muſt not provoke God, wrong your Ma- 
ſter, and wound your own Conſcienc?, for {car of 'dif- 
palin, nay, of ruining your unjuſt, flothtyt or waftful 
llow-iervant, but you muſt honeſtly and couragiouſly do 
your Duty, leaving the iſſue to God, and to the prudence 
and goodneſs of your Maſter z and though it ſhould end 
in his ruin, or in the forfeiture of your own Place, or 
the diſturbance of your quiet and peace in it, (which [ 
can hardly believe, it you will purſue this Method) Fa 
- you ſhall have deliver d your own Soul, God ſhall bting 
. forth your Righteouſneſs as the Noon-day, whatever Cz 
. Inmnies.the Wit or the Malice of your Fellow-ſer- 
vants raiſe to obſcure it, and you ſhall thrive and 
prevail, in deſpight of all Confederacies againſt 
you. 8.59: 5 N f 


A ſecond Vice of Servants, by which a Maſter ſuffers 
is Negligence; by which 1 mean, either a total 
Omiſſion or neglect of Duty, or ſuch a careleſs 
| and lazy performance of it, that it were as good 
left undone, as be thus done: Or elite, /aftly, heedleineſs 
or want of Care. Now, tho' this be very common, you 
cannot, upon due examination of the nature of this fault, 
but confeſs it a very great one; for as to the Maſter, (if 
he be hereby endamag'd) is it not the fame thing for 
him to ſuffer by your Negligence as Fraud? And I nem 
not tell you, where there is much Truſt or Confidence 

on the Maſter's ſide, and no Induſtry or Care on the 
Servant s, that all muſt neeeſſarily go to wrack and ruin: 
Or if he ſuffer not in his Intereſt, he muſt ſuffer in the 


Peace and Contentment of his Mind, for there cannot be 
; a gre” 


Os 
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2 greater Plague and Vexation to any Man than a confi- 
rong dent and carelefs Servant Nor is it a ſmall matter, 
me; I that the Maſter is forced to bear the rudeneſs and con- 
at is MW tempt which a Servant heedleſneſs and idleneſs js co 
n to plain an expreſſion of ; tis a troubleſome thing to a man 
them to be levell'd with his own Servant, yet ſo he is in this 
For: Mt caſe, for if chere be no authority in the Maſter, nor fear 
or care in the Seryant, if though the Maſter may com- 
mand, the ſlothful Servant will perform only what he 
pleaſes, tis hard to ſay wherein is the difference and di - 
ſtintion between em. Is it poſſible for any Servant to 
think, that this is to do his Duty? Can any one think 
that this is to obey with fear and trembling ? Can any one 
think that this ſluggiſhneſs is any thing better than Eye- 
ſervice, ſo much condemn'd by God? Can any one who 
carries himſelf thus heedleſly ever perſwade himſelf, that 
he doth Service as if he did it to G O D, not Man? Or 
can he ever have the impudence to expett a Reward from 
God for this kind of rtment? What ſuch. à one 
has reaſon to expect, he may learn from the Parable of 
the Lord and his Servants, Matth. 25. where he is cal- 
led a wicked and a ſlothful Servant, and adjudged to outer 
Darkneſs, who had not anſwer'd the Truſt committed to 
him, who had only behav'd himſelf idly and unprofitably, 
7 though he had neither wrong d his Maſter by Fraud or 
flers Theft, or Waſte and Riot. Alas! the unproſitable Ser- 
rotal N vant muſt not flatter himſelf, that he doth his Duty, for 
eleſs Care and Induſtry are as effential and neceſſary parts of 
good dhe Faitbfulneſs of a Servant, zs Truth and Honeſty ; 
(neſs ud he that at any time ſtands idle can never be excus'd, 
you MW unleſs he can plead what they in the Market. place did to 
aulit chat Queſtion, Why ſtand ye bere idle all the day lung? 
„(ik ¶ cauſe no Man has hired us. But you are hired, you have 
for no doubt Work to do, for no Maſter will purchaſe heed- 
nei {tſneſs and ſloth at the rate of ſuch a Charge as a Ser- 
lence WI Vane puts him to: Nor can I think that a Servant him- 
1 the elf would judge this behaviour a good diſcharge of any 
vin: an's Duty in any other Station: Would he think 
\ the het Maſter did his Duty, who made no proviſion 5 
«+ 8 8 


* 


\ * 


and ſhifts to excuſe his omiſſions and errors, and finally 
_ after ſome time ſpent in the diſpleaſure of his Maſter, 
at laſt reproachfully caſt off, and branded with ſuch 


Incumbrance into their Families. | 


ether by riot an exceſs, whether by junkerting al 


mon Theft of Poor People, for the Poor ſteal to reliem 
and Wantomnefſ7 ; nay, tis every jor as bad as Theft 101 


ſpeft of the gullt of the Crime, or in reſpett of che e. 
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him our of Covetouſneſ3, or fear of future want, or whe 
ther he rob and plunder him out of Luxury and Riot! 


fame in reſpect of che Maſter, and the Guilt the fams h 
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his Family? And yet Care and Induſtry is as indiſpen- oy 
fible 2 Duty of the Servant, as Proviſion or Maintenance © © 
of the Maſter : But I need ſay no more, if nothing be mu 
elſe will, the effects of this ill demeanour may convince but Re 
a Servant, how great an Evil this is, for beſides the 2 
toſs and vexation which it creates the Maſter, it begetz rally 
— — Quarrels and Diſcontents in the Family; for het 
the Fellow-Seryants.of a Sluggard are not only bereavdof MW 
that affiſtance which they ſhould receive from him, but I en 
alſo - oppreſſed by that burden of which he eaſes his 
ſhoulders; the Drone himſelf is forced upon many lies 


the contempt and hatred of his w-Servant ; He h 


Character as makes all that know him ſhur their Doors 
apainſt him, as unwilling to receive ſuch a Trouble and 


There is 2 onto which Servants are too often 
A oſumpri Ity of, where the Fortune of the Family 
— and Waſte, En allow it, and that is, Conſiumption and 
Waſte, whether by wantonneſs and delicacy, 


drinking on Agr rap bo alſo by drawing in 6 
chers into the Club and Aſſociation, it matters lil: 
tis a downright Injuſtice committed againſt the Maſter 
tis every jot as bad as Theft, much worſe than the com- 
their Neceſſities, but theſe rob to feed their Glutto 


Seryant ( the guilt of which has been ſufficiently diſplay 
to you before) for what difference is there, either in 1+ 


of it towards a Maſter, whether a Servant ſteal from 


If ſo, then you may be ſure, that if the Wrong be the 


* 
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conſequences of 
puniſhment of it in another, will 


reſp 
it in this Life, and the | 
be much the fame; for ſuch Servants muſt finally wirh- 


of the Servant, the Temporal ill 


out Repentance and 
alen by GO D and Man: And accordingly tis gene- 
rally obſerv'd, and I have mark'd it my ſelf, that ſuch as 
ure been cxtreamly Prodigal, Wanton, and Waſtful, 
in their Maſters Houſes, have been afterwards reduced to 
extream Poverty, even to the want of a Morſel of 
Bread ; and that which adds to their miſery in this ſtare, 
is commonly this, that ſnch as have been ſharers with em 
in the waſte of their Maſter's Goods, have been the moſt 
zpt to reproach their former Pride and Wantonneſs, and 
to deſpiſe cheir preſent Poverty, and the only Perſons 
from whom they could relief, have been thoſe 
very Maſters and Miſtreſſes whom they had before abus d 
and wrong'd. | | 

Beſides this Duty of Juſtice in Deed, there is ano- 
ther fort of Juſtice in Word, which à Servant owes his 
Maſter, which is Trath ; but becauſe this is a common 
ind avow'd Duty between Man and Man, I think tis 
bot needful to dwell upon it here, there is no body can 
de ignorant of the Wickedneſs of that Sin which makes 
one of the greateſ# | Prerogatives of Mankind (chat is, 
Speech ) an Inſtrument of the greateſt Miſchiefs ; which 
is, ſecondly, an Argument of a mean baſe Spirir, and de- 
fitute of the Faith and Fear of God; which is, third/y, 
the product and. effect of ſome Sin or other, for Virtue 
never needs the ſervice or ion of a Lye z which, 
laſtly, ts Repentance for Sin; for as ſoan as Men 
have obtain'd a great ſleight and dexterity in Lying, they 

w- hard and confident in their Faults, becauſe they 
they can without any difficulty conceal or excuſe *em 
p 2 Lye. : | | 

And as no ane can be ignorant of the evil of this 
din, ſo neither of the evil which will puniſh it: Who 
knows not how many Plagues are denounc'd againſt . by 
Cod? What Infamy attends it from Man ? lerret 
dame and Diſquiet — - 7 

| | | 55 
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t, be abandon'd and ſor- 
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"_ finally, how it certainly involves the Lyar in Tempora 
and Eternal Ruine? Let the Servant therefore, as he MWeeſs of 
would avoid all this, always keep up to ſtrict Truth in N vill nc 
his Words; if he have commiũ tted-a fault, let him nat Why gra! 
go about to excuſe it, by the commiffion of a greate, W(Vhat: 
that" is; by Ling; let him rather chuſe to try- de 
 _ Goodneſs of His er by an humble and honeſt Con- 
© Feſfion, than tempt him to ſuſpickon by frivolous Exc II li 
fes or bare-facd Untraths ; ' hewever, if he ſhould think 
his Maſter ſtupid enough to be imposd on by any ident; 
Tale, yet let him remember, that he has a Maſter in He obere 
ven who may be conquer'd by Confeſſion and Repey 
tance, but cannot be impos d upon, or mock d by any 
flight or artifice of Words. 12 
I haye now ſpoke ſufficiently of the Duty of Faithfub{ hun 
meſs, and will therefore paſs on to the ; 288 
- "Third and laſt great Duty of Servants, The Love of th M refull 
n Maſfers and Miſftreſſes. This is a Virt How 
| & Love oo which is extreamly neceffary in Servants, i 
Ae. " being a very difficult matter to do their Duy 
"RS. without it ; but if this be once im lanted 
in their Hearts; if the Mafter be look d upon as 2 Pathe e his 
done whoſe Affection and Eſteem for em they value hing 
their greateſt worldly Happineſs, there will need no other no 
Motive either ta their Obedience or -Faithſubneſs . Fat 
what St. Jahn obſerves concerning the Service of God 
I Epiſt. 5. that to them who love him, bis COmtmandment 
ere not grievous. ; the ſame is true of the Service of Mat, 
the burden of it is very light, if Love help to bear it 
for how natural is it for 2 Servant to when E; bo 
1s as fond of the Love of his Maſter, as of his own lv 
tereſt? And how natural to be faithful, when he lo © F 
his Maſter's Intereſt as his own ? He will abhor to ſe 
bim wrong'd in his Goods, or diſturb'd.or diſquieted Ef. a 
his Mind, ſince, if he loves him, he cannot but in eve 
evil that befalls him ſuffer with him; How ſacred wil 
ſuch 2 Servant eſteem the Honour of his Maſter ? Ho# 
| much Wit be be cem dur the Virtus of his Childra 
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O Love. . 

nporal the good behaviour. of his Fellow-Servants, and the ſue- 
25 he Meeſs of his Enterprizes in the World? Such à Serre 1 

uth vill not ſtand upon Punctilio's and nicely weigh his Duty 

m not Mby grains and ſeruples, but - he will think // his Duty 

reaten ( hatever it be) ein he can ſerve his, Maſter: And. 

ry«the whatever he does, he will perform with that delight, 

} Com dat care and chearfulne s, that one would think that he 

Exc ere like Eliezer to Abrabam, rather an Heir of his Ma- 

thin er's Bleſſing, and his own Labours, than an hired Ser- 


y idle want; ſuch 2 one will not ſtay to expect Commands, 2 
n Her vere his "Maſter's Intereſt requires his Servig mucke 
Reper es will he be ſollicicous, which way he may BYexcus —- 4 


d from his Duty, for he accounts nothing more diſin- 
penis, chan to ſtand in need of an Excuſe. Finally, 

Nos eaſie will it be for ſuch a Servant to receive Directi- 
ithfub bn humbly, to bear any Infirmiry of his Maſter patiently, | 

Wo anſwer reſpectfully, to remember heedfully, to reform 

F cher eefully; and to do all out of ſins leneſs of Heart? | 
Vir How many and great the Advantages. of this Virtue 
nts, Ke, both to the Maiter and to the Servant, both in point 
r Duy t Credit and Delight, both in point of Religion and In- 
lance ert, is very eaſſè to be diſcern d; the , Maſter will 
me his buſineſs done, and that very proſperouſſy; he ſees 
thing miſcarry under the hands of his Servant; he 
ars no Diſcontent nor Contention in his Family.; he 
s that his Servant is a good Example and Guide to his 
hole Houſhold ; in a word, ho meets with nothing to 
lipleaſe - him at Home, nor is he diſturbd by any 
uſpicions or fears when abroad ; for. he can as entirely 
bude in his Servant's Faith and Affection as in him- . 
If; how will ſuch a Man be ready like him; who © -18 


wn ln ought Diogenes to run out into the Exchange and Mar- 
e lo 2 publiſh to the World, that 2 Guardian Angel is 
- ro ſe ne into his Houſe ? Without any amplification of 
ered ue matter, ſuch a Maſter, if he be not ſavage and inſo- 


t as well as ſtupid, muſt confeſs, that he enjoys a great 
dung; that be cannot | ſer too high à value upon A 
Is Servant ; and by conſequence' he is in Honour and * 
ide bound not only to treat him with courteous 
> | > RES | Words 
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-,Poſure of Mind to make the beſt uſe of that time; ns 
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— and kind looks, but to reward bim too; 200 
"This, as it cannot but tend to the -honour and interest 
of the Servant, ſo it cannot but reflect advantagionſy 
upon the Maſter ; for to have good Servants , and co dg 
well for em, is, I think, in the Opinion of judicious 
-Men „ no ſmall Argument of a Good and Wite Man: 


— 2 — 
— — 


Bat to proceed, not only the Credit and Intereſt, bu 


even the Content and Religion of Families is highly com 
-cern'd- in the Love and Duty of Servants; for Love ig 
the Parent of Unity and Peace, and it nurſes up the 
"Cabos it brings forth, it maintains and preſerves the 
quiet Mhich it procures, and in a Family Where Char. 
ty and Conte minent reign, where Order and Peace dwell, 
dow neceffarily muſt Religion thrive and flouriſn? The 
will watch over and aſſiſt one ahother , they will affe 
Citionately give, and meekly receive Advice, they wil 
not want Time for Religious Duties, nor a ſedate com 


one's Prayers and Reading will be rendred uſelel 
| h Diſcontent . and Diſtraction: No onc will be 
kept back from the Sacramentby confuſion of bulineſs 
or diſturbance of Mind: If all this be put together,! 
need not trouble you with many Motives or Inducements 
to this Duty of Love, for what greater Bleſſings cant 
'Servant deſire, than thoſe are which this gives him? 
*Tis 2 help: to him in the mance of his Duty, 
lightens the burden of his Service z it gives him tbe 
love of his Maſter and the Family, Peace at home, Ce 
dit and Reputation abroad, both which are the moſt {6 
lid *Foundation of u Servant 's Intereſt imaginable, unlds 
it be the favour of God; and this behaviour gives bin 
a right claim to that too ; for Whatever is a Work d 
Religion, as this indeed is, whatever procures Men more 
opportunities of Grace, and whatever prepares and d- 
ſpoſes em for the beſt uſe of em, muſt needs ven 
much promote our Heavenly Intereſt; and I have fuf 
. <ciently made it out, that all theſe are the bleſſed. Fruits 


ol this Duty. To all which I Will add but one Conſide 


ration more, to convince you of your Obligation . 2 
be E | pe Will 
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which is this, That you cannot without monſtrous in- 
gratitude be guilty of the contrary: Do you think 
that you owe no Affection to your Maſter and Mi- 
ſreſs, who have receiv'd you into their Houſe, repos'd 
Confidence and Truſt in you, who are very ſollicitous 
v inform and inſtruct you, who not only bear lon 

with your Ignorance, but wink at many other Infirmi- 
ties in you, who provide for you in your- Health, and 
are tender of you in your Sickneſs,” who are deſirous 
to oblige and encourage you, and reſoyce when you 


thave your ſelves ſo as to deſerve it? Is there no- 


thins due to em for their compaſſion for your Souls, 
for their watchfulneſs over your 
uu providing for your ſpiritual as well as bodily Food ? 
You cannot be guilty of hating or deſpiſing theſe who 
have deſerv'd ſo well of you; nay, you cannot be guil- 
hof what is leſs, the not loving em, but you muſt 
be profligately ingrateful ; you muſt be ſtupid and baſe 
to 2 degree that bruriſh Creatures have never yet been 
puilty of 5" For the Ox knows his Owner, and the Aſs his 
Maſters Crib: Nay, there is no Beaſt of the Field, 
of the Deſaxt, ſo fierce and falvage, but he has been 
med and obliged too by repeated Courteſies and Be- 
ends. . Io" : 
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nners, for their care 
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A general Prayer relating to che Duties 


vinc d, and my whole Heart enflam'd with the love of 
 - Holineſs, that I may be holy in all manner of Conte. 
ation: Beget in me a moſt tender and lively ſenſe Ft. 


_ *the Peace and Virtue of - the Family, and my own bit 


Man ſhall go unpuniſtd; IT know that for theſe thing 
Jae the Math Gol is reveal d from Heaven. O wolf 
. © then muſt be my puniſhment, if I beap wen the guilt 

5 


Soul for the ſake of thoſe things that periſh. O let me 
be Fully convinc'd, that the ways of Righteouſneſs are vi 
F Pleaſantneſs, and that all ber paths are Proſperity and 


> ©God,and may find comfort and a bleſſing inthe diſcbag 
c my Duty, Teach me, O Lord, Humility and Obedi. 
- ence, Faith and Truth, Care and Induſtry, Charity and 
« _ Miehkneſi," that I may adorn the Doctrine of God my St 


-bumble and contented, tho laborious Life here, may enen 
into reſt and glory hereafter, through Feſus C * 


of this Chapter. 
0 Holy and Juſt God, I know that without Holineſi i 60 
i smpoſſible for me to pleaſe, thes here, or to eng 
tber hereafter ; I beſeech thee therefore, that my UM 
derſtanding may be {0 enlighten'd, my Conſcience ca 


- great Duties, of Obedience, Fuſtice and Charity which 


owe to my Maſter, that I governing my ſelf by tbeſe i 
» all my actions, I may in my ſtation advance the Honag 
of God, the Contentment and Intereſt of my Maſter, 


"Temporal and Eternal Happineſs. IT know, O Lord, tha 
"no atts of injuſtice or unfaithfulneſs between Man ant 


Tnjuſtice and Uncharitableneſ many others, namely; 
T 2 Unfaithfulneſs, Lying, Perjury. O preſent 
me therefore, O my God, from all falſbood and wray; 
and ſuffer me not to forfeit thy Favour and de ſtro m) 


Peace, that ſo I may delight my ſelf in the Law of i 


vigur, win others over to a love of Virtue, and after a 


"ot 
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tie A Prayer for Obedience. .. -+— - 

0 Glorious and Eternal Lord God, who dwelleſt with - | 
thoſe wha are of a meek. and lowly Spirit, bebold*” 

me, 1 beſeech thee; and pour into my Heart that Virtus 

"WW Humility, which is ſo highly effeem'd'ty thee : O Lord,. 

y Heart is too too apt ta be filled with Pride and Vansty, _ 

0 do thou condi nee me every day more and more of my -—. 

mn vileneſs and worthleſneſs, that I may be preſerved _ 

from ſelf-conceit and wilfulneſs ; O give me Grace often 4 

jo con ider the Humility of my Lord and Saviour, that 

ny learn of him, and obtain the peace which flows from 

r meek Spirit and humble Obedience, And, O my God, 

cauſe 1 am to give an account to tbee, who art the 

earcber of the Heart, and the tryer of the Reins, the- 

udpe of mn maſt ſecret Thoughts, as well as my mot” 

fret Attions, teach me therefore to do my Duty chear-- — 7 


Kar, Fully and in ſing leneſs of Heart ; make me abominate 
wil oi 20s ſhifts and pretences, as well as all proud wilful= ©: 
— vr and fluggiſhneſ;. Make me careful to learn my - 
þ 


Duty, ſincere in the performance of .it, patient under 2 
vof, and diligent in reforming whatever is annſs 5 © 
, O my God, whilſt every pare of my Duty towards 


2 lan ſhall e an inftance of my Obedience towards - — . 
re n I ſhall enjoy the peace of a good Conſcience, and the | 
ity and bopes of an eternal reward: Hear me and anſwer me, O 


5 ur thy Mercies ſake, and thy Son Feſus Cl 
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A Prayer for Faichfulneſs. - 


O G O B, thou God of Truth, right and juſt art thay, 
and there is no Iniquity with thee ; fill my Heat, 

T beſeech thee, with the love of Truth and Faithful. 
neſs, make me true in all my Words, and upright in 
all my Deeds, O teach me to take heed to my may, 
that I offend not with my Tongue; teach me to heey 
my Mouth, 4s it were with a Triade, while the un» 
godly are in my fight : O make me to abbor the 
Sin of Unfaithfulneſs, and ler no ſuch cleave ung 
me. Let no ſlander or detrafiion, no miſchievous at 

* Cuſations proceed out of my Mouth, nor ſuffer me even 
to ſtretch forth my Hand to Iniquity: O let me na 
Fall through Covetouſneſi or Diſtruſt in God, and lu 
me never commit Inuftice to maintain my Pride u 
Riot, or ' Idleneſs, adding Sin to Sin: I Sinnen 
entice me, ſuffer me not to conſent to em, permit 
ms not to bave any Fellowſhip with the Unfruitfu 
Works of Darkneſs, but give me Courage and Diſctt 
tion to reprove em, that ſo my, righteouſneſs may l. 
43 tbe Noon-day, and thou mayeſt make me 10 proſper 
in he Land, and I may at laſt obtain the Bleſſing, 
Well done good and faithful Servant, enter thou 
imo thy Maſter's Joy. Amen, Amen, Bleſſed Jt 
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A Prayer for Love. 
Thou God: who art Love, give me tiy Grace, 
that I may practiſe more abundantly that Cha- 
rity. which F awe all Mankind, towards. thoſe of the 


fits which I enjoy under this roof, ef the Care and 
Kindneſs of my Mafiter towards me in providing for 
me both ſpiritual and bodily Food , that ſo 1 may 
make returns ig bim in the Fruit of Love, Obedi- 
nee, and Faithfulneſs ; Tord, let his Trtereſt and 
ti: Hinour, let his Quiet and Content be dear to me 
4 my. own, that I may not only ſerve him with u- 
fie, but Neal too. And, O my God, diffuſe the gift _ 
of Charity through the Hearts of this whole Family, . 
that we may all live in Godly Love and Peace toge» 
ther, that our Prayers be not hindered, nor we kept * 
hack from thy Holy Table, or approach it unwarthiſy: 
But that we all may enjoy thee our God in the beauty - 
of Holineſs, enjoy one another in the beauty of Cha- 
-vity, and enjoy thoſe Temporal Bleſſings which thou haſt 
richly beftaw'd upon us in the beauty of Order and 
Virtue, and all things may finally and unifornily tend 
to thy Gloy, and our Comfort, through Feſus Chriſt - 
our Lor . S. | : . . 


am Eamily: give me a grateful. ſenſe of the bene- 
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err. m. 


Of the Duty of Servants, & 1. Toward; 
_ their Maſters Children, conſiſting of Af- 
fection, due Reſpect, Care of their Mo- 
rals, Care of their Honour, and Care of 
their Intereſt. & 2. Towards Sojour- 
ners. & 3. Towards Strangers. | 


What the Ser- & . N Fromy it be that Servant 
7 3 4 — owe the Children of the Es- 
RN mily, tis directly the reſult 
Hbf that Duty which they owe the ir Maſter; 
Children are (as it were) parts of th ir Parents, their” 
Blood and Birth gives tm a juſt claim, as to the Care 
arid Love of their Parents, ſo to a proper ſhare of the 
Affection and Service, and all Ar Ve, Ozh of the 
Family. Firſt, Therefore a Servant owes the Children | 
. of his Mafter a. ſincere Affection, which will 2h 
eaſily be granted, if it bo but eonſider'd, that MF to th 
tis impoſſible for a Servant to bear Faith and Love to Wl (heir 
-» bis Maſter, and have neither - for his Children; for be d 
Children are the deareſt Intereſt and moſt valuable Tre- 
ſunre of their Parents; Children are the Joys and Hopes 
1 of their Fathers, they double the pleaſure of his Pro- ill 
5 ſperity, by being ſharers in it, and eaſe the toil of his W they 
bours by being the Heirs of em. How therefore can perſl 
any one pretend to love his Maſter, who hates or de- and 
iſes what is deareſt to him? Now this Affection of p 
the Servant myſt expreſs it ſelf towards his Maſter's W os, 
„5362 ©. | 
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if, In a due Reſpeft, 5 
2dhy, In his Eare for their Morals. - 
30% In a fincere Zeal for their Honour. 
ich, For their Incereſt. 


, In Reſpect. This their Birth challenges, 1 % ᷑ Þ 


every ſlight or neglett offer'd the Children by 


2 Servant is ſome diminution of the Reverence which” - . * 
"he owes his Maſter, for the Father muſt needs ſaffer in 
the. contempt of his Son; and yet this Reſpect ought to 
be wiſely regulated; for as it ought not to be ſo {light 


2 to reflect any diſadvantage on the other, ſo onthe 


wu the Children of the Family. 73 N 


other hand it ought to be ſo moderated and temper' d. 
that the Son be not too ſoon ſer up for a Young Maſter, 


ind ſo ſoothed and fooled into Pride and Vanity, and the 
Father forfeit his Authority by deriving too much of it 


n his Son; for a fooliſh Child is too too apt to 


ume and forget himſelf, and take as his Due what 
he poſſeſſes bur of Courteſie, I mean of his Father; 


and 2 {ooliſh Servant is too ap" to forget his Reverence 


to his Old Maſter, our of 

one, 44 
21y, Servants miſt 

to their Maſter's Children by a tender Care for 5, 

their Morals ; Ido not mean, that they ſhould 


omplement to his Young 


be Spies upon their Faulrs, bur Miniſters and Aſſiſtants 
to their Virtues ; their Aid is to be afforded according 
to the Age and Capacity of their Children, they may in- 


their Affection 0 


— 
- 


. 


- 


fill into em early Inſtruction in their green Tears; 


they may ſuggeſt to em their Duty, and excite and 
perſuade em to it, as they grow up to eſtate of Reaſon ; 
and all along they muſt take care, that they be no Exam 


ple of any Vice to them; n<icher of frowardneſs, nor ly- 
ing, nor diſobedience to theſe of tender Years 3 nor of 
Riot, Intemperance; Idleneſs, Pride, Prodigality, and 
Wilfulneis to thoſe of riper ; for all aremuch a to 


imitate Vice than: Virtue : But inſtead of | 24 | 
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74 . The Servants Duty i 
this excellent Service to their Maſter, it often happens 
that ſome Servants are the Co of their Childrens 
Youth ; they miſlead em by their Examples, and prompt: 
and inftigate 'em to Sin both by Word and Dec; 
They fawn and flatter em into Arrogance and Self. 
eonceit; they not only | conceal, but applaud their Er- 
rours; they inſtru em how to play the looſe Gallant, 
and the diſobedient Child, and are, in a word, ever rea- 
dy to adviſe em, not what is conſonant to their good, 
but to their humour and fancy. But you will ask me, 
How ſhall a Servant acquit himſelf, if his Maſter's Child 
ſhou!d take ill courſes? What ſhall he do? - Tf he op- 
-poſe and reſiſt the Child what in him lies in the pro- 
greſs of his Sin, he incurs his hatred; if he favour him 
in it, and aid him by ſecrecy and ſhelter, or any otha 
way, he is unfaithful to his Maſter : There is no up- 
right Man who meaſures his Obligation to a Duty by 
the event and ſucceſs of it ; every Man that will have a 
prune Conſcience, muſt do what becomes him, and 
leave the Iſſue of it ro God, but however, he muſt do 
it with all the diſcretion he can too, and his Duty will 
direct him here now to perform another Duty which 
ſeems harſh and hazardous; for inftance, in this caſe 
Charity to the Son will ſo regulate che Servant's Faith to 
his Maſter, that he ſhall nor only do his Duty, but do 
ir with true diſcretion ! Thus Charity will direct him, 
-farſt, as to the nature of the Child's! Offence, that he is 
not to take notice of little frailties and inconſiderable 
defects, much leſs to complain of em to his Parents; 
_ for this were, if not 2 peeviſh malignity of Spirit, yet 
- at leaſt a buſie and officious piece of Impertinence not 
without ſome mixture of deteft of Charity, but ſuch 
matters wherein the Virtie, the Honour, the Health, 
the Intereſt of the Child, and conſequently the 
Happineſs and Comfort of the Parent is concern d, de- 
ſerve the Servant's Care and Faith: But, ſecond y, in 
Errors of this nature, Clixrity will teach him to diſtin- 
nich between a flip or fall, and 2 ſettled depravity of 
| or vicious Habit in the Child; ſo that, as he will 
5 x rae not 
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appens I vot com lain at all of little and - trifſing Errors, ſo nei- - 
ldreng tber will he too ſoon of greater: And in the laſt 
place, when he ſhall be convinced of the indiſpenſible 
Neceſſity of making known the fault of a Child, Chari- 
ty will teach him, that he ſhould proceed in this with 
all imaginable mildneſs, not aggravating or amplifying - 
the Crime, and that he ſhou!d uſe all imaginable Caution 
both to prevent any miſchievous eſſect of ſuch diſco- 
very, and to ſecure, as much as in him lies, the good 
ſucecſs of it. And here Charity ſeems to me to point 
out the way to this, and to tell you, that firſt you are to 
try what you can effect your ſelf by a modeſt humble 
and affectionate Repreſentation to your Young Mafter of 
the Sin and hazard wherein he is engag'd ; for if this 
may prevail, it were not ſo charitable to bring him into 
Meri of his, Father's diſpleaſure or diſeſteem; bur if this 
ſort to no good end, you cannot be bound by Faith and 
Secrccy to your - Young Maſter to betray your Faith and 
Duty to your Old, for this is in effect but to betray 
both: You muſt therefore either make known the 
Son's ill Courſes to his Father, or if there be apparent 
Reaſons to appyehend no good effects of this way, but 
rather ill ones, for want of a well-pois'd Judgment, or 
tolerable Temper in the Father, you muſt then put the 
Buſineſs into the Hands of ſome Faithful and diſcreet ©. 
Friend, whoſe Authority and good Nature may fo far 
. mitigate the violent Choler, and ſweeten the implacable 
Temper of tlie Father, that the "Son's Vu, may be re- 
pair'd without the Ruine of his Fortuge. T have in this 
Advice inſinuated, that as a Servant ought not to be 
peeviſh and impertinent in complain; of trifling Faults, 
to neither ouglit he to be too forward in revealing grea- 
ter, much leis ought he to exaggerate and exulcerate 
' the Crime: But my meanning is not, that his Informae 
tion ſhould. want any one grain or ſeruple of Truth ne- 
cellary to give tlie Friend or Father a right notion of 
the offence, nor yet that he ſhould delay the diſcovery - 
of à Fault where the concealment breeds Danger; but if 
he cannot truſt his own Judgment in this point, * , 
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behaves himſelf thus in this caſe, acquits himſelf with a 


from his evil way; nor to a Father, than the preſerva- 


ting Sin, 


ſelves, but 25 have pleaſure in them that do 'em, Ape 


"Sx Sn aer fn which ar in {ome 
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Iſſue of his delay ſeem doubrful to him, he muſt then 
conſult ſome-body elſe, whoſe Judgment he may ber. 
ter rely upon, and whoſe Aſſection both to Father and 
Son, he can be very confident of, The Servant who 


good Conſcience towards G O D and Man. ; he doth Both 
very conſiderable Service, for there can be nothing 
more acceptable to God, chan the converting 2 Sinner 


tion of 2 Child juſt on the brink of Miſery nor in 
deed to the Son, than the reſtorin ing him to his Virtue, 
and the preſerving to him that Honour and Fortune, 
which were both*ready to ſuffer wreck : 10 that this 
Servant will hereby procure to himſelf the everla 

Good-will of his Matter and Child, the Peace of hi 
own Mind, and the Bleſſing and Favour of 
* He that converteth a Sinner from the err 
of his, ſhall ſave a foul from Death, and 


Jam. 3. 20. 


out. hide 4 multitude of Sins. Nor is he far remote draw 


that. blefled Reward mention d Daniel 12. 3. They BW their 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the mann of of the Firmament, Fath 
t 


and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the Stars 2 one « 
ever and ever, 3 on the other ſide, thau Servant i Unki 
who either corrupts his Maſter s Children, or affords em One 
© his Aid and —— his ſhelter and ſt erecy in their neſs 


* vicious Courſes, betrays Man, falſiſies his Faith not only mag 


to his Maſter, but his God; he doth the drudgery of his roy 
Maſter the Nevil, whoimploys all his Slaves in propaga- ine 
"ſhalFeertainly one day receive the Wages 2 n 
of his wickedneſs, even that Death which is denounced Stri 
againſt Men of the moſt abominable Character, Rom, thei 
I. 32, Men who do not only do the worſt of things . mei 


Tbave faid enough to convince the Serv ant, that he a C 


Is to be carciul of the Morals fn general of his Maſter's Ser 


Children; but there are two Virtues which he ought | 
to have more Eſpecial care of, being thoſe two which to 


ſort 


. 


7 
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ſort the Foundation and Guard of all the reſt, name> * 
ly, a filial and dutiful Love of his Parents, and hearty _. 
Affection to his Brethren. The Servant therefore, if 
there happen any breach or interruption of this mutual 
and reciprocal Kindneſs between Father and Son, or 
Brethren, muſt do all that he can to repair it and 
make it up: But at leaſtwiſe, if he cannot cloſe, he 
muſt not widen the Breach; * Peace-makers , a 
are bleſſed, and ſhall be called the Children of 3 
God, But they who ſow Strife and Contention, are the 
Children of their Father the Devil; tis the Villainous 
Practice of ſome Servants to enkindle Emulation and 
Strife amongſt Brethren, and to tate n Side and Party, 
when they have created a Faction to over - value one 
hild to the Diſparagement of the reft, and ſometimes 
o fill their Ears with Lyes and Tales, that they may 
alienate-their Minds from their Brethren : And ſome- 
times the very fame Method. is made-uſe of to with- 


draw 'em from dhe Love and Duty which they owe 


their Parents, by poſſeſſing: em of the partiality of the 
Father and Mother, amplifying their Kindneſs towards 
one even to fondne's and dotage, and aggravating their 
Unkindneſs to another even to Coldneſs and tred : 
One while they will not ſtick to inſinuate the peeviſh- 
neſs or jealouſie of 2 Parent, another while they will 
magnifie the Fortune of the young Heir, they will 
—— him, by laying before him the Liberty and 
ineneſs of this or that young Gentleman, Who is of 
2 meaner Fortune than he; they will impute the 
Stritneſs and Care of Parents to the Niggardlineſs of 
their Temper, the Narrowneſs and Antiqueneſs of 
their Education, or to the natural Auſterity of Old 
Age. And thus they delude and betray the ſilly 
and  unexperienc'd Youth, and make him ceaſe. to be 
a Child to his Father, that he may be a Slave to his 
Servant. . 9 A 1 : 
Now I would earneſtly entreat Servants to lay this ſadly 
to Heart, that theſe and ſuch like Practices ate an Abomi- 
ation to God, that the more ſucceſsful they are in as 
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the more fatal they'll prove to em, for if they be not 
chaſtis'd in this World, they will be damn'd for em in 
another. Amongft thoſe things which Solomon tells ug 
the Lord hates, and are an abomination to him, you will 
meet à lying Tongue, Prov. 6. 17. And Verſe 19. 4 uilry 
falſe Witneſs that ſpeaketh Lies, and him that fowedh dif. Fer 1, 
cord Brethren. Nor is it to be wondred at, cha Happ 

God mould abominate ſuch a Sin as this is, for the Mil. 5 


. 


chlefs that very commonly 2nſue upon ſuch Diviſions and one 
{Animofities between Brethren, or between Parents and ther, 


Children, are not to be expreſſe&: St. James tells ug 
' briefly, Chap. 3. ver. 16. ¶ here emying and ſtrife is, then = 
zs conſuſion, and very evil work... And he certainly who 
alienates a Child from his Parent, thruſts him headlonp 
into Sin and Ruine, and creates the Parent inſufferabl 
Vexation and Diſcontent. But ſuppoſe God would not® 
exact an account of you for this Sin, What is it a Ser- 
vant can pro to himſelf from all this Miſchicf 2 He fects. 
may flatter himſelf with ſtrengthening his Intereſt, or 
raifing his Fortune, but generally it happens quite other. dhy i 
wiſe, for that Dcarneſs and Familiarity between a Child aud 
and Servant, which is founded in the Contempt of Faith on 
and Truth on the one fide, and natural Affection on the br 
bother, can never be firm and ſteady, any little Accident 
will undo all; Nature in the Child will return to its liner 
bent, ſome little Obligation paſt upon him, or wholſome | 
Advice infinuated in a fir ſeaſon will awaken his natu- 25 
ral aſſection, and then he'll make no ſcruple to redecm 1105 
his Errour towards his Father or his Brother by the dif WW and 
covery, that is, the Ruine of 2 pei us Servant, Burt x Ga 
ſuppoſe this Combination or Conſpiracy ſhou!d hold 


, | none 
ſome time, how can a Servant rationally exp<& à con- "<4 
ſtant Friendſhip from him, who upon very Night and r 


trifling pretences could be divided from his Father leds 
and his Brethren, -and ted to forget the Duty he ; 
__ the one, and the , ion he oed the o- but 


= 
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1 have ſpoken of the main Care of the Servant, to- 
wards the Children of his Maſter, namely, his Care to 
ſecure their good Morals , he that neglects this, or what 
is worſe, Miniſters to the Corrupting of Children, is 
uilty of the moſt fatal Unfaithtulneſs to his Maſter :- 
he who betrays the Virtue of the Son, deſtroys the 
Happineſs; of the Father : Bur he ws mri this, per- 
forms a Service that can never be ſufficiently — 
not only becauſe à Child is the pou Bleſſing of a Fa- 
ther, and Virtue the greateſt Bleſſing of the Child, bur 
alſo becauſe he has hereby lai the beſt Foundation of 
the Child's Honour and Intereſt : Which 
me in mind of another Care a Servant Care for tb, 
is oblip'd to, namely, for the Honour and bins * 
Hntereſt of his Maſter's Children; wherever 75 
you can advance theſe, you are to refuſe no pains, no 
hazard: The leaſt you can do is, to conceal their De- 
ſects, or exeuſe em, to lay hold on every Opportunity, 
to ſpeak honourably of what is virtuous and praiſe-wor- 
thy in em, to encreaſe the number of their Friends, 
md to be wanting neither in Advice nor Travail to 
promote their Intereſt: Nothing therefore can be 
more repugnant to this Duty in a Seryant, than to enter- 
tain their acquaintance with 99 — ſtories of the ſil- 
lineſs or viciouſneſs of their Maſter's Children, or to 
raiſe a ſuſpicion. of Faults i'm, Where there are none 
apparent, or to leſſen by any ſuggeſtion whatever, the 
eſteem of their Virtue, Parts or Perſon, or the Credit 
and Reputation of their Eſtates, but of all the Miſchiefs 
a Servant is capable of doing his Maſter's Son, there is 
none I think greater than the aſſiſting” him 
in a conceaVd. Courtſhip, or aiding-him in The Servant 
carrying on a Marriage without the know- f net pro- 
ledge, or what is worſe, contrary to the — 
Will of his Father 4 all the reſt ſeem to be ie Cad. 
but ſingle Sins, but this is a complication e 
of all Miſchiefs together, the Child's Virtue, Honour an 
Intereſt are all betray'd at once; whereas other Inſtau- 
cs of Negligence or Unfaithfulneſs did hazard boy 
ö * „ 
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fingle and alone, other Miſchiefs are capable of a Reya. 
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ration, but this very ſeldom, if ever: A Child may be 
recover d to the Duty and Virtug which he had forſaken, 
he may be reſtord to the Favour of his Father, and 
the Intereſt he had forfeited, the Honour which he loſt 
by any ſingle Fault may be repair d by the, Merit and 
Service of his following Actions, bur this, an unhappy 
Marriage ſticks faſt like Hercules s poiſon'd Shirt, he may 
tear away his Fleſh, but not the Evil; not to aggravate 


the matter, tis a miſchief very ſeldom retriev d, and no 


wonder, for down what 2 Precipice muſt a raw Youth 
tumble that renounces firſt his Reaſon, then his Duty, that 
ts the Government of his Father, and the Conduct of 
that ſells his Inheritance; his Father's, and God's 
Bleſſing, to gratifle a diſhonourable Affection, or it may 


be a — ick Paſſon, or it may be lomething worſ# 
than 


th, a diſhonourable Luſt : What Bridewell, nay, 
what Gibbet doth not that Servant deſerve, that aids the 
r-Creature thus to undo himſelf; nay, it may be, not 


Fimfetr only, but his Father and his whole Family 


 =x& 2. 1 paſs on now to the Duty of Servants to- 


—.— wards Sojourners. Sojourners, tho they are 
Servants Pu- not natural 


GG Branches, as the Children, yet 


ſeem they to be grafted into the ſame 
| Stock, and to conſtitute one Family with 
them; and therefore they have in their place a right 


to their 13 of all the Advantages of the 


mily ; they have in their degree a Claim to the Love 


and Care of the Maſter, to the Brotherly Aﬀection of 


the Chi!dren, and to the Reſpect 


| . and Dury of, the Ser- 
vants; I need not therefore 


t here all the Du- 


ties of the Servant, which are all of cm in their 
Time, Place, aud Degree, due to theſe whom the Ma- 
ſer hath adopted into his Family, and made Mem- 
bers of that Body whereof he is the Head, ſo that tis 
 impoſhible that the Servant can wrong them, but that 
che Inzury muſt reflect and rebound on the 3 


Fg 
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Tis true, there is a great variety in the caſe and eir- 


cumſtance of Sojourners, and by conſequence in the Duty 
of Servants towards them, ſo that tis hard to fix a 
conſtant and general Rule by which it may be mea- 
ſurd and regulated; unleſs I ſhould fay, that ſince 
whatever degree of Duty is owing *em ſprings from 
their Union to the Family, and Relation to the Maſter 
of ir, therefore the Service and Reſpect towards them 
js to be proportion d to the degrees of that Union which 
is between them and the other Members of the Family, 
and the dearneſs and tie there is or ought to be between 
them and the Maſter of it. I 

This Rule, I think, will generally hold good, or at 
leaſt-wiſe, a very little diſcrerion will inform any Ser- 
want, What variation muſt be obſervd in this point: 
ut here to compleat the Servant's Inſtruction, I muſt 

you in mind ot two Rules more. * 

Hirt, That you muſt avoid all occaſions of difference 
between you and the Servants of Soj ourners, contending 
rather in courteſie to eaſe and aſſiſt em, than putting off 
What is your Buſineſs and Duty, or any part of it upon. 
them , and you muſt abhor ro be any way inſtrumental 
to breed miſ-underſtanding between Sojourners and your 
* for this is the unkindeſt Office you can do 


Secondly, You muſt never go about to endear your 
ſelves to Sojourners by any Unfaithfulneſs ro your Ma- 
ſter, that is, by entertaining em with the faults or ſe- 
crets of the Family, or by preſerring their Honour or 


Intereſt, or Humour before your Maſters : for in all this 


you are ungrateful and unjuſt, and, will finally forfeit 
that eſteem" which you endeavour thus to raiſe : For how. 


an thoſe which you careſs at this rate, believe that | 
you'll be kinder and truſtier to Strangers, than you. 


have been to thoſe, to whom by the Law of God 
Love ? 


and Nature, you owe Obedience, Faithfulneſs, and. 


* 
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J. 3. Beſides theſe Boarders, there are others, which 


only a diſeourteous Con 


of any ſolemn Entertainment. 
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| though they are not of the Family, may he 
Servan's Pu. eonfider'd as having ſome relation to it, 
L ſuch are Viſitants, Strangers: Now 
s 3 the Rule Servants are to obſerve here, are 
fuch as concern Diſcretion and good Manners : In thy 
Firſt place, Courteſie, Civility, and Reſpect towards all, 
is an indifpenſible Duty of every Servant, and reflects an 
Honour on the Government of the Maſter, and the 
Breeding of the Family; bur as to the degrees of rheſe, 


à diſereet Servant ſhould behave himſelf as if be were 


ated and inſpir'd by his Maſter's Soul, and mov'd by his 
Aﬀettions, ſhewing an extraordinary cheerfulneſs and 


even zeal to ferve thoſe the Maſter” calls his Friends, 
_ civility towards his Acquaintance, and coldneſs, rho” not 
_ rudeneſs, towards Intruders, and downright averſion to- 


wards ſuch as the Maſter looks upon as dangerous hangers 
on, Spies, Paraſites, Suckers, and (uch like, which are to 


2 Houfe what Moths areto 2 Garmenr, they ſtain the ho- 


nour, and confume the ſubſtance of it. Second/y, Tis 2 
of Juſtice to right ſuch 2s are traduced to your 
— and to convey to him the knowledge of all either 

d expreſhons, courteous or generous actions, Which 
are defign'd on purpoſe ro paſs an Obligation on the 
Maſter, and ſo it is to repreſent any Errand or Buſineſs 
truly and ſeaſdnably to him, the neglect of which is not 
| t of rhe Stranger, but alſo 
Unfairhfulneſs, and an affront to the Maſter: But yet 28 


to neglect an Errand or Buſineſs you charge your ſelves 


with, is unjuſt and diſtourteous; ſa to obtrude your 
felves upon the affairs of Strangers, or to lie in wait for 
the Secrets of your Maſter or his Friends, is Infolence and 


- Immodefty, and as great a Folly as Rudeneſs, and com- 


monly Unfaithfulneſs is joyn d with this, and the Servant 
who takes pains to diſcover, doth generally take as much 
pains to vent a ſecret, and all finally tends as much to 


- theirown Diſgrace as their Maſter's Diſquiet., 


There is but one thing more that I would mind you of 
on this occaſion, and thin is, your behaviour upon a day 
Wur Maſter's and your 

NN own 


_— 
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towards Strangers. 7... 3 
— * 8 
which N awn Credit, as well as the ſatisfaction of his Gueſts, are 
12y be nearly concern d in it ; the decency of your Attire, the 
o it, WF giligence and-cheerfulneſs of your Atrendance, the order 
Now and filence of the whole management, being not only one 
„ are i of the faireſt Ornaments of the Entertainment, but alſo 
in the I ; good mark of your Breeding, and of your Maſter s . 
is all, WF prudence and good Government,. as well as an addition 
ts an IU the ſatisfaction of all entertain d by him: But above 
the a, nothing ſavouring of Rudeneſs, Immodeſty, Excels, 
theſe, WW er any other Immoraliry, "muſt be praftis'd by you that 
vere dy; for this muſt neceſſarily bring you and the Diſci- 
Y his WF piine of the Family into Contempt, nothing being a more 
ad certain. Symptom of Folly, or Looſeneſs, os Poverty, or ar 
_ kaſt Meanneſs, than this is. | | 
not Wl 5.004 
© tab | . 
agers 3 he 
re to | * r AIRS gg) 
© ho- | | | 
is 2 e e a | - | 
A Prayer anſwering the End and Deſign 
hich of this Chapter. 
the | | 
ineſs 8 r ** 
Holy God, our great Croator, who doſt delight to 

pr 0 be . us in the days of our youth, af Co 243 
xs Wl fit me with thy Grace, that I may both worſhip | 
les thee eh and devoutly my ſelf,, and may alſo 
your inftrumental both by my Example and Diſcourſe to _ 
r for WM move others 10 do ſo ; particularly as to the Children 

and W of this Family, I beſeech thee, that thou would ſt give 
om- W me a tenderneſs for their Souls, that I may, as far 
rant Wl as lies in me, promote in them the knowledge and 


love of thy Truth, and the fear of thy Name: But 
O never ſuffer me to be any Example or Occaſion of 
Sin to em, that I bring not upon my own Soul the 
guilk, of their ruine, my Maſter's tronble, = 7 wa 2 
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diſhonour. | Poſſeſs me with ſuch an Affection for em, 
a3 may expreſs it ſelf im a due reſpedt, and heart) 
care for their true good, And, O thou God f Peace, 
and lover of Concord, make me always ſtudy how to 
advance Love and Unity amongſt Brethren, and to ſow 
the Seeds of Peace and Mutual Affection among ſt all 
the Members of this Family, that. I may not only 
eſcape. the Curſes which attend lying and deceitful 
Lips, and all the Authors of Strife and Conteation, 
but alſo may be called the Child of God, and inherit 


tbe Bleſſing of the Peace-maker. Finally, O Lord, I. 
' beſeech thee, O God of Order, and. the Author of 


Wiſdom, that thou wouldſt give me Prudence and Diſ- 
cretion, that I may behave my ſelf towards all with that 
Truth, Modeſty, and Reſpect, that becomes me in my 
Station: I deſire, O Lord, to take heed unto my way 
according to thyword. O let thy word be a Light to 
my Feet, and a Lanthorn to my Path, and let Truth 


and Faithfulneſs never depart from me all the days of 
my Life. Amen, Lord Feſus, So be it. 


2 — 


towards his Fellow-Servants. 
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„ef the Servant's Duty towards his Fellow- 
ſervants, conſiſting in Juſtice, Charity, — 
Concord, Mutual Aſſiſtance: The 
Grounds of Diſcord between, Servants. 


HE Duties which Servants owe one another, 
.are the very ſarae with thoſe which all Mankind 
are mutually oblig'd to, that is, Juſtice and 
Charity, only theirnearer Relation to one ano- 
1 aer ties this Obligation faſter upon them, by adding 
OP new Motives and Incitements to theſe Duties. Thus: 


ruth Firſt, for Fuſtice; They are oblig'd to it Of dase! 
s of WO towards one another under pain of Damna- 2 . 
tion, and by the hopes of Salvation, as all n 
other Men are. But then they muſt further | 
conſider, that they are bound to it not only as Chri- 
ſtians, but as Fellow-ſeryants;z in which Relation the 
more indiſpenſible neceſſity of Juſtice encreaſes their 
Obligation to it, and renders the Tranſgreffion of it 
more unpardonable. Fellow-fexants are ſo neceſſarilß 
expos d to the Injuries of - one another, and thoſe daily 
ones too, that their Life would be intolerable without a 
ſtrict obſervance of uſtice. I need ſay nothing of the lin- 
juſtice of Pilfering and Stealing, every one being wateh- 
ful enough to ſecure his own ; but there are other ſorts of 
Injuſtice, to which Servants are more prone, and againſt 
which they-are leſs able to defend themielves, ſuch are 
„ for inſtance, Lazineſs in one, Inſulęence in anorher, 
| and Lying in a third; the Quggiſh Servant ſhifrs- 
the burden off himſelf, and this muſt lye ſome» - 
where; now this is the higheſt Injuſtice, ONE 


- 


— 


* 


— 
3 
©2S 


Min Fuftice + 


—_——— _ 1 


= One's OW own Trouble by encreafing another's. A ſe- 
cond Error to which Servants arc prone, is Inſdlexce | 
There are no Maſters ſo tyrannical and domineering ag 
is one Servant over another; and this is Commonly the 
uſe a diſingenuous Servant maſfes of that 8 
which the favour or truſt of the Maſter confers up 
him, namely, to oppreſs, inſult over, and deſpiſe his 
low. ſervants. Methinks it ſhould not be diſſicult to con- 
vince any of vou of the Injuſtice of this Behaviour; for 


© . how can any one of you be fo ſtupid as to think that Be. 


Haviour juſt in him towards his w. ſervants, Which 
he would think were not to be endur'd in his Maſter to- 
wards himſelf ? Beſides, I cannot tell whether the folly 
of this Carriage be not greater than the Injuſtiee, not on- 
ly becauſe ſuch a Servant forgetting his own quality, up- 
braids himſelf, whilft he inſults over his Fellow-ſervants, 
and renders the worſt uſage bis Maſter and Miſtreſs can 
treat him with, 1 bas and —— for he has no reaſon 
to complain of his Superiors for that ufago which he is 
guilty of towards his Equals; but beſides this, ſuch 2 
Servant muſt to be undermin'd at home, and moſt 
certainly defam'd abroad, and when any ill aceident be- 
falls or leſſens his Intereſt in his Maſter, he muſt 
expect the juſt return of his Inſolence in contempt and 
hatred. I would have ſuch ts as theſe call to 
mind what our Saviour ſaith of that Servant, who bens 
* Matth. 24. by his Lord made Ruler of his Houſhold *Be- 
49, 50,51, Jan te ſmite his fellow. ſervants, and to eat 

and drink with the 1 The Lord of that 
ſervant ſhall come in a day when he looks nf for him, and i 
an hour that he is not aware of : And ſhall cut him aſun- 
der, and appoint him his Poggion with the Hypocrites : There 
ſhall be — and gnaſſing of Teeth. 2 though you 
ſhou!d not eat ye drink with the drunken, yet if you 
ſmite your Fellow-ſervant, you ſhall have your ſhare of 
this punifhmear in A. 2 to your guilt; or if you 
do not ſmite with the Hand, yer if you ſmite with the 
_ Tongue either by birter and reviting Language, or by 
froward or malicious Accuſations of your poor Fellow- 
1 to their Maſter or GA; your ra * 


— 
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the fame 4 he that doth the one, doth not want Pride 
or Uncharitableneſs enough to do the other, but is held 
in by ſome other Motive than Juſtice or Charity. 

A Third ſort of Injuſtice incident to Servants, is bely- 
ing one another, which whether it be by libellous Dis- 
courſes abroad, or unwor hy and baſe detraction in pri - 
te at home, which is 2 common Artifice to make Parties 
nd ſer one Servant againſt another: Or whether it be, 
laſth, by fly infinuations, or malicious accuſations to the 
Maſter, it matters little; this is in each inſtance the fruit 
of a naughty and wicked Heart, * For out of . 
the Heart proceed not only Murders, Adulte- 79, 
res, Ne. but alſo evil Thourhts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies 
find theſe are the things which defile a Man. 'Tis ſtrange 
to obſerve, that if this Sin were to be eſtimated by the 
practice of Servants, 'tis ſo common, one would be tempt- 
to think it were no Sin at all: And yet if it were to 
te eſtimated from the Word of God, one would be 
tempted to think it were the greateſt of Sins; for I do 
not know, whether there be any Sin againſt which more 
Judgments, more Curſes, are denounced : or which is re- 
preſented more deteſtable ro God than Lying Lips, a Ly- 
ing Tongue, a ſpightful and a malicious Heart. There is 
indeed 2 ſort of Lying by way of Recrimination and Self- 
defence, whicH is generally thought to have ſomerhing of 
extenuation in it, and ſomething indeed it has, but not 
enough to excuſe it, for the belt that can be ſaid of it is 
this, it may ſometimes have ſomething leſs of Malice and 
habitual Rancour, but it has never leſs of Falſhood and .- 
Injuſtice, and therefore is vile and diſhonourable in the | 
fight. of Man, and damnable in the ſight of G OD. 

Otie ſort of Injuſtice more I muſt juſt touch upon, and 
that is Exvy, Weak and baſe Minds are extreamly ſubject _ 
„on do this, ſuch as are too ſluggiſh to have any Merit, and 
of wo ſelf-conceited to fee their want of it: Theſe, and 
you theſe only 2re apt to be envious, and ſuch a one will 
the WW count every Excellence in his Fellow-ſervant a diiparage- 
by ment to himſelf, and every favour vouchſafed another an 
w- © injury to him: And this ſtirs him up to detract from 
ich - ' : ano-- 
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tention would be cut of, It were very ha 


ity between 
| Seventh, 


nor Will this "ER bereave you of the 1 2-2 you would 


another's = Service, and to ſupplant another's Inte. 
reſt by all imaginable Arts, which ſhews the hainouſneſz 
of this Crime, conſiſting in the utmoſt contradiQion 
ro Juſtice and Charity; it this Sin is ſo great a Plague 
and Torment to one's ſelf, that methinks there needs 
few Motives to perſwade Men not to chtertain it, or to 
der rid of it. Thus much 1 thought neceſſary to ſpeak of 


- this Duty of the Juſtice of Servatits towards one another, 
and were this well obſerv d, this would lay a ſurc Founs 


dation for Charity, and this again for mutual Afiſtangy 
and Concord ; for if you would not wrong one another 
either in Word or Deed, all occaſions of Debate _ Cons 
y for you 
your ſelves, and for your Maſters and Mif es, if you 
"__ advance thus far, if you could come up to the pitch 
of honeſt Heathens; bur this is not enough to make you 
Chriſtians, "there's ſomething more requir'd of 
you, if you'll be the Diſciples of our dear Lord and 
_ Maſter, than meerly not to do wrong. I will proceed 
therefore to the ſecond Duty of Servants towards one 
another, namely, Charity. | 


I need not inſiſt on the neceliey of this 8 in 
eral, you well enough know you cannot 

Marne Cha: be rel B its — Heart that is void 
of Love, is void of God, for * God is Love ; 
if you be deſtitute of Charity, you cannot by 
the Children of God, or the Diſciples of 
Chriſt. * f a Man ſay, I love God, and hateth 
his Brother, be is a Lyar. And dur Saviour 


> 


* 1 Jew 4.8. 
- 1 Jobs 4.20, 


faith, Hereby ſhall I know. that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 


love one ant her. This is an irreſiſtible Motive to every 
one. that believes and weighs it; but there are others, 
which being more peculiar ta your ſtate, ought to prove 
ſtrong engagements tv it; for inſtance, how uncomfor- 


table miſt ſtrife and hatred render your ſervice ? it muſt 


needs be extreamly troubleſome to be condemn'd to the 
any and converſation of thoſe you cannot endure; 


dale 
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nte- rake in one another, but of the affiſtance you won'd 

ne afford each other, if you did love as Brethren Nor is 

Uon his all, your Diſcontents do generally rebound upon 

zone thoſe above you, and. you grow by degrees as unealie 

ceds unacceptable to your , Maſters and, Miſtreſſes, as 

r to jou are to one another; nay, any diſcreet Man, tho 

ik of he could brook the trouble of your Quarrels and Dif- 

ther, contents, yet to deliver himſelf from the diſparagement 

oun- Wand ſcandal of em, will judge himſelf oblig d to di card © 

ance Wall peeviſh and contentious Servants , whatever other 
11 Qualities they may have: And then another ill 

Con- MConſequence is, you loſe your good Name, and lyg under 

- you Mach odious Characters, that being caſt out of one 

you MWhouſe, no other will receive you; for who can be fond 

dich er Noiſe and Miſchief? This little, if it be ſeriouſly 

you anſider d, is ſufficient to convince you of your Obliga- 

ton to Charity, and Brotherly Affection towards one 

mother, I will now go on to ſhew you in what. In- 

ances you muſt expreſs this Affection towards one 

another, / f will now go on to ſhew you in What In- 

tznces you muſt expreſs this Affection, having firſt only 

put you in mind, that your Charity muſt be real, and 

wr feigned : that you muſt love not in word, but in deed 

not ad in truth, for Hypocriſie and Diſimulation is as Sin- 

void al and miſchievous, and in common account, at leaft, 

ove ; re odious and deſpicable than profeſſed Hatred or open 


10th? Nontention. | 99. N 
es of Having premiſed this, I proceed: There are two 


ateth N by which you are to expreſs your mutual Charity, 9 
viour eit, By the mutual Aſſiſtance you are to afford each -—T | | 
if ye ber. Secondly, by preſerving conſtant Peace and Unity 

every i ongſt your ſelves, * 4 bY q 
hers, I #157, if you be poſſeſſed with Charity towards one 1 
prove ether, it willſhew it ſelf in che good turns you will! 
mfor- one another, in the aſſiſtance you will yeild to each | 


der: And here ſure the Soul of your Fellow-Servant 


to the Pervcs your aid in the firſt place if he be Ignorant and / 
jure; Nequainted with Religion, and not only ſo, but inca- 
ond Idle through the meanneſs of his Education to inform 

rake elf in it by reading, for if he be not ignorant, 


* what is worſe, inclin'd, if he know God, 
2 | but 


— 
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but do not fear nor glorific him as he otight, you can- hen 
not do God or him a more eminent Service, than by Wye | 
endeavouring to inſtruct and inform him, reading to 
him, and teaching him to read, or by endeavouring tg 
"Convince his Conſcience of his Duty, and to make him 
ſenſible of the neceſſity and Happineſs of a -Religious Mihe m 
and holy Life. Next to the ignorance of Religion, and 
Immorality, 'a Servant's ignorance in his buſineſs requires 
'your -comp and Aid, and what help you afford 
him in this, is a Work of excellent Charity in you, We, 
and ought to be acknowledg'd not only by your Fel- I. 
Tow-S&vanr, bur your Maſter tos, as m Obligation , Mie 
For tis 2 real Benefit to both. To, be brief, if you'll Wy 
Sehave your ſelves with that goodneſs, gentleneſs, and 
ſweetneſs, that may evidence your love to one another, hp: 
vou muſt in a literal ſenſe bear une anothers burdens, you 
muſt pardon and forgive one another's Infirmities, your, 
muſt excuſe and conceal one another's Errours, unleſs 
they be ſuch. as imply manifeſt Unfaichfulneſs to your 
Maſter, in which caſe they are no longer Errours and 
Frailties, but Crimes. Concord, which was the ſccondif 
_ Inſtance of Charity I recommended to you, is the nem 
3 of all this; for 7 1 mutual Aſſiſtanee 
lipations-can never mifs of preſerving a right 
Underftandibg, and nouriſhing a — Friendſhip be; 
tween you : But yet becauſe Concord muſt be preſer yd 
where Friendſhip ſometimes cannot, and you muſt wil 
well to, and carry your ſelves fairly towards ſome Se 
vans whom you cannot fancy, whom you cannot tax 
any complacency ar delight in, therefore 1 will fay ſom 
ching of this. . | 
I need fay nothing more to convince . you of tt 
neceſlity of Concord, than what has ntly been in 
-finuated all along this Treatiſe ; only I will remind y- 
how great the Evils of Diſcord and Contention are 
-perperual Vexation and Diſturbanc2 to the Father 
the Oy, who muſt either with great Prejudice 


” A 
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can» Whecome a Party in the Quarrel, or elſe ſeem guilty of 
n by War ſeverity which is very uneaſie to every good Tem- 
g to per. The next Evil that attends Diſcord, and that a 
g. to Wrery ſore one, is, it generally infects the Family with 2 
jeeviſh and froward diſpoſition, and by degrees ſowres 


Confuſion and Diſorder in all buſineſs, for mutinous and 
quarrelſome Servants are like factious Men in a State, in- 
rad of affiſting, rather than not croſs one another, 
you, Whey will obſtruct the buſineſs and good of the Fami- 
„ The {aft Evil of Diſeord is this, That it utterly in- 


Wcration, that by your Brawls and Quarrels you not on- 
afflict and vex, but damn one another: Theſe and 


s, Jou lan, that you are to e Peace almoſt at any 
nee; it will not then ſeem hard to yon that I ſhould 
unles d eſerlbe you two things for this end : Firſt, that you 
ld not ſuffer your to be eaſily provok'd, . much 
ks be rude or trreconcileable upon any provocation; if 
wu can maintain Peace with none but thoſe who are 
he nx-Sempe from Faults, you muſt converſe only with An- 
tanctls, not Men: And if we are liable to Errours and 


; rightWiſences, we muſt be all alike forward to bear and 
ſaüpbe don em; which, merhinks, ſhould be no very diffi- 
eſerv A matter to one who conſiders the Long-ſuffering 


Patience of God towards him: I beſeech you to 
member what Sentence Was paſs d that wicked 
rant, who would not uſe thar towards his 
0¹ ws, — nan —_ 8 towards 
h. o thou wicked Servant, I forgave thbee „ 
of ulabat Debrybecauſe thou deſired me, ſhow —— 
een IS thou 'alſo have had compaſſion on thy Fel- [OE 


ot Lan 


nind pa Servant, even as 1 had pity on ther? And his Tot 


on ae Ws wroth and deliverd him to the Tormentors, till he 
ther Mad pay all that was due unto him. So likewiſe ſaith 
dice . S2viour, Shall my Heavenly Father do alſo zmto you, 


of you're ſrom your Hearts forgive not every one bis Brother 


urhorÞ'y r Treſpaſſes ? ks” oo: + 
* | — * 


3 
the moſt ſweet and obliging Humour. A Third Evil is 


lpoſes you for Religious Duties; and this is a ſad Con- 


any more being the - miſchiefs of di ent, tis 
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(he is miſerable who doth wrong; nor is he much le; 
: miſerable who. doth not pardon it, for the Wrath of Gd 
x will ſwallow up both. 8 | 
| Secondly, That you may 28 Peage, you muſt of 
ten do more than is your buſineſs: to do; nor can this 
. ſeem an unreaſonable Advice to him that ſhall conſider 
that the trouble of that Work he doth above his on 
. - 38 not half ſo great as the trouble of Quarrel and Conten 
tion which he prevents by it: Nor can you poſlibly take 
more ready way to rid your ſelves of a floathful and 
quarrelſom Fellow-Servant ; for the more diligent youth... . 
are to ſupply his Errours and Defects, the more con 
- dently will he commit em, growing every day mo 
_ «negligent and intolerable, till his ſloth and folly, and 
vour Induſtry and Prudence, can no longer be unknow: 
to the Maſter, I have but one thing more to recon 
mend to you in this place, and that is, that you ſhould 
«be very tender of one another's Credit and Reputatio 
for this is the. Livelihood and Eſtate of 2 Servant; it ii 
-become faſhionable with Men of all Ranks , to mak 
other's Faul ts the ſubject of their. Diſcourſe and Entex 
tainment, and the meanner a Man's Education is, th 
more ſubject is he to do this ; but the commonneſs qq. 
the Sin doth not leſſen it, much leſs excuſe it. It is 
Character of one of the worſt of Men, Pſal. 5. 19, 2 y 
Thou giveft thy Mouth to evil. and thy Tongue fram eth «gl 
Ceit. Thou fette and 1778520 againſt thy Brother, tu the vr 
| ſlandere3t thine pwn; Mother's op Nor is the folly kk a lo 
than the guilt of this Sin, for thou teacheſt others Mater By, 
evil Leſſon againſt thy own Soul, and doſt juſtifie . more 
worſt practiſes thine Enemies can deviſe to defame an 
_ eee | 4 | 
| deſign'd here to diſcourſe of the grounds 2 
cauſes of Strite and Coptention, but this labour is p! 
vented by what I have faid upon the Duties of Jul 
and Charity, where you may eaſily diſcern what are f 
general ſprings and cauſes of Diſcord,. namely, Laz 
Hing, Emy, and ſuch like; and how great the Milly 
chief and guilt of theſe is] But beſides theſe, there 
y 4 . | - NY t 9 7 < pro 
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prond, froward, aud churliſh Temper, which renders 4 
ſome Servants utterly unfir for Converſation, makes em 
we ro do Wrong without any motive to it, and apt to 
provok'd without any ground for it: This is a 
Wemper directly contrary to Charity, and therefore js - 
Va neceſſary conſequence ſufficiently condemn'd alrea- 
15 OWnB under that Head: However, I cannot be too care- 
to ſecure you againſt this Sin, and therefore it Will 
ut be labour loſt to take particular notice of it here: 
ride and Frowardneſs are the diſhonour of the greateſt 
en; how intolerable then muſt they appear in the 
denneſt? They are indeed Vices which, one would 
y Morlink, the frailty and contemptibleneſs of our nature 
ould eafily reſtrain us from, for proud and hanghry 
Know vrch is unbecoming a Poor Sinner, 2 corruptible mor- — 
Creature; What ſhould ſuch 2 one be proud of? Or 
har can inſpire him with the arrogance «of froward- 
eſs Now if there be in the nature of every Man, let of 

im be never ſo high, Argument enough for Humility, * 
round enough to ſhame him out of Pride and Peeviſh- 

what Excuſe can there be for either in that Man, 
here the meanneſs of his nature is renfder'd yet more 
ntemptible by. the meanneſs of his Fortune? Bur 


—_— 


It is Mat do I talk of? Theſe are mean, impotent and beg- 

1% Mer Vices ; theſe are Weeds which grow no Where bur 

neth al Dunghills. A proud and pecviſh Temper is general- 

er, e the hy mpton of 2 fooliſh Underſtanding z a low Birth, 4 
olly ld 2 lower-Ediicatioh : For the wiſer any Man is, the 


tter Born, and the better Bred, the more courteous and | 

be more humble he is, a Conſideration which methinks N 

ould make you extreamly ſenſible of the diſhonour 

u ſcandal of this Temper : But after all, there is 

other Argument behind, which ſhould even ſcare and 

aten you into Meekneſs and Humility, and that is, | 

t 2 Proud and Froward Heart is an abomination to | 

Lord ; to be hated or deſpiſed by Man, which is: 

general Fate of all ſuch Tempers, is an un- 
for table ſtate; but to be hated by G O D, 

die is 8 infinitely 1 5 and * g 

K. Ut 
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As then you valuz, I will not ſay, your Service, but 
your Salvation, ſubdue this deyi/iſh Diſpoſiti on: for af. 
ſure your ſelves, whoever is unfit to live peaecably 


in any Family, can never enter into the company of vi 


Angels and Spirits of just Men made perfel> : Far 
all theſe are meck and gentle, kind and loving Spi 


r its. 
| Now for the Conqueſt of all theſe Vices which en- 
gender Strife, you muſt obſerve, the ſame method which 
is wont to be preſcrib d for the Conqueſt of any other, 
that is, you muſt lay before you frequently and ſeriouſly 
the guilt and miſchief of theſe Sins, you muſt endes- 
vour to perſuade your ſelves of the lovelineſs and ad- 
vantage of the contrary Virtues, you muſt carefully 2+ 
void all oceaſions of, and temptation to theſe Sins, you 
muſt watch over the motions of your own Hearts, you 
muſt reſolve ſincerely upon reformation and amendment, 
you muſt call your ſelves to an account for theſe your 
Reſolutions, you muſt not faint nor be. weary, though you 
do not preſently conquer; but you muſt repeat and reinforce 
all your Vows and Purpoſes, and go on patiently, till you 
have brought forth Righteouſneſs unto Victory; and 
with all this you muſt joyn fervent Prayers to Almigity 


— 


+ Prayer on the Subject of this 
e eee, 


OE who art the Author of Peace 
Lier of Concord, enable me, I beſeech ghee, ! 
live in that Brotherly Affection, Unity and Concord wit 
my Fellow-Servants, we may be 4 9 
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©, bat and Aſſiſtance to one another, as well in our Spiritual 
for af. N Temporal Concern, And to this end ſubdue in me, 
ecably O Lord, all unnatural and unchriftian Pride and pee= - 
any of viſbne/s, and give me the Wiſdom which is from above, 

5 which is not only pure, but peaceable, gentle, and eafie 
4 . 


tbe entreated, fullof Mercy and good Fruit, without 
partiality, and without Hypocriſie. O never ſuffer me 
* tobe guilty of Malice, Guile, Hypocriſie, Envy or Rvii- 
= ſheaking, but let my Mart be always tender and affe 
riouſy WY nate, and let the words of Truth, and Meekneſs,_ 
endez Wand Charity, proceed out of my Mouth, that I may ne- 
d ad. er miniſter any. occaſion of ſtrife and contention, but 
ily 2- ney ever preſerve and make Peace; And, O Lord, be- 
s, you cauſe Offences-will come, make me, I beſeech thee, ſſow 
ty anger, ready to forgive, and that from the Heart, 
that I imitating thy Divine Mercy and Compaſſion, may. 
be made partaker of it in the full pardon of my Sint, 
and the Salvation of my Soul 2 bim, who was al 
the great Example of Patience i even 
722 Chrift our Lord. ** e 5 


ö 


The Servant. Duty 


ener 


Of the Servant s Duty towards himfelf, bis 

Credit, which way rais'd and preſerv d; 

the Love of bis Maſter, &c. dw to be 
obtain d. His Thrift, &c. 


and that in whatever / ſtation a Man is, there is 
nothing can render him-more proſperous in ir, 
or more effeftually recommend him to-a better than 2 
Faithful and conſcientious diſcharge of the Duties of his 
place, Nor did Solomon, when he aſeribd to Wiſdom 
thete glorious effects or fruits, length of days, Riches and 
Honour, underſtand by Wiſdom, Subtilty, Craft, or 
Worldly Policy, but purely a ſineere performance of our 
Duty towards G O D and Man. Having therefore fully 
diſcours d of a Scrvant's Duty both towards G O D and 
his Maſter, it might ſuffice here to tell him in general, 
that 2 ſincere performance of this, is his only true Wiſ- 
dom, his only true Policy. How rer, that this may 
more evidently ap 


E S certain that every Man's Duty is his Intereſt, 


more ſenſible of the obligation he lies under to the Duties 
preſerib d him, I will deſcend to a particular Conſid crati- 
on of his Interet, a thing which Servants, as well as 
others, are allow'd, nay, oblig'd to purſue and advance 
by all fair means. | | 
It will eaſily be granted, that the Intereſt of a Servant 
_ conſiſts in theſe three things, his Credit, the Love of his 
Maſter, &c. the Profit of his Place: Tis therefore a Du- 
ty which concerns à Servant, to conſider what courſe he 
ptuſt rake to promote theſe three. PEW S4 
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Brit then, if we conſider the grounds ß. 
The Servant's 


2 Servant's Credit or Reputation, it depends | 
pon an Opinion of his Religion or Virwe, i S 


and of his ability or ſufficiency for the 
place he undertakes. As to this latter, 'tis not my buſi- 
neſs to direct you in it, only I muſt put you in Mind, 
that there are ſome general Qualifications, ſuch as Truth, 
Induſtry, and Humility, which are neceſſary Recommen+- 
dations to all ſorts of lawful Imployments; without 
Which, whatever Skill or Experience any Man has, he is 
unfit for any Service. The other Baſis or Pillar of a Ser- 
rant's Credit is, Religion and Virtue; he that has rais'd.. 
in others an opinion of his Virtue, hath by conſequence 
render d himſelf more valuable and conſiderable to em, 
for ſuch is the Beauty and Majeſty of Virtue, that it com- 
mands from all ſome degree of Affection and Reſpechg 
2nd ſuch is the manifold-uſe of it in the World, that he 
who is poſſeſſed of it is preſently accounted as more. 
worthy and more ſerviceable than other Men; which is 

2 Character which commands eſteem. Now, if you 
would poſſeſs Men with the perſwaſion of your, Virtue, .. 
the. moſt effectual way is really to be what you would 
fain appear to be; for 'a Hypocrite cannot long be con- 
cal'd, and when he is diſcover'd, he looks more loath- 
ſome than an open Sinner: Beſides that, a Hypoerite 
lies under this one great diſadvantage, that his Diſſimu - 
lation once prov'd upon him, his 
redeem'd by his following ſincerity, his very Repentance. 
ſhall never find Credit with Men, there being no way 
left to diſtinguiſh it from a ſtrain of his known Art: 
Lou muſt therefore be really virtuous, if you would gain 


2 Reputation for Virtue z you muſt endeavour to be moſt. 
eminent in theſe Virtues which are proper to your ſta- 


tion, Sobriety, Indu3try, Faithfulue ſ5, Cc. for theſe are the 
Virtues Men require and regard in you. There is ſcares 
any place whcrein there is not an e of practiüng 

theſe in ſome degree, which practice is one way, and the 
beſt too. of. raiſing your 7 But beſides yen l 


edit can never be | 


— 
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that you may both confirm and encreaſe theſe Virtues 
in pour ſelves, and in others, and the Opinion that 
you have of em; you muſt firſt induſtriouſly avoid all 
vicious Company; for this, if it do not deſtroy your 
Virtue, (which were next ro à Miracle) it will certainly 
deſtroꝝ your Credit; for no wiſe Man will ever believe, 
that you can be otherwiſe than vicious in vicious company, 
This is generally the ruine of moſt Servants; tis here 
they learn to deſpiſe Virtue, and their Maſters ; 'tis 
here they learn to love Liberty and Idleneſs; and f- 
nally, *tis here they learn thoſe Sins which they cin 
neither maintaln nor enjoy without the pullt of Dif- 
obedience and Unfaithfulneſs to their Maſters : therefore 
follow the Advice of Solomon, Prov, 4. 14, 15. Enter 


1 Men. Avoidit, paſs not by it, turn from it, and paſi 

fy ; where the wile Man doth exedllently inſinuate, 

be thar would be ſafe, can never keep too great a di- 
ace from evil company. . 

- + Setondly, You muſt reſolutely arm your ſelf againſt 

* _ and carefully reſiſt the Temprarions of the Family you 

re in; let not the Authority of great Examples delude 

| - or deceive thee ; let not any proſpect of in- 

" ſnare thee ; let nor the ſollicications of thy Fellow- 

Servants de thee ; let no o ity betray thee 

into Sin; for thou doft purchaſe thy proſit or the fa- 

vour of Man at too dear a rate, if by the loſs of thy 

"Virtue, thy Soul, thy Heaven, thy God: Never be 

aſhanid of ſingularity, where thou canſt not be virtu- 

5 tuous unleſs fin Ob ſerve the opportunity, 

20 21 . and beware of evil aud be not aſhamed, when 

* ** ©" if concerns thy Soul ; for there is a ſhame that 

Bringeth Sin, and theve is « ſhame which is glory and grace. 

Accept no Perſon againft- thy Soul, and let not the Reve- 

- rence ' of any Man cauſe thee to fall. For thou mayeſt 


afure thy ſelf, that Virtue is never more honourable ' 


| than when it ſtands the ſhock of Temptations, and de- 
_ ſpies the allurements of Opportunity, and that what- 
-erer Profit or Honour Sin may flaner thee with, — 
F 


— 


not into the path of the wicked, and go mt in the way of 


— 


— himſelf.  og9 


ee ee bo eek. com 
Thi es ton in 
2nd the frequenting ee Sacrament in public, as often 
25 you have © ty, you muſt conſcientiouſly at 
ral to Pew: es, for this peradventure is the on- 
y Rule by which your Maſter will meaſure your eſteem - 
for Religion; and your eſteem for Religion is the only 
thing, or at Jeaſt the main thing, by which he will} 
of your Truth and Fairhfulneſs : Not that this ſhould. 
de your firſt and chief motive to it, for that muſt be 


not the of others you, but the Ho- 
There les upon you more than common Obligations to 
theſe Duties, for your ahſentin 


Sw ſelves from em is 
not only 2 ſlight put Worſhip and Truths of 
God, bar 2 Is of Dic eater nay. to your Maſter. 
In the ſecond — the meaner your Education is, the 
more ought you to covert theſe opportunities of Inftru-- 


ction, and the leſs your time for Religion is (which you +. 
are often wont to pretend at leaſt) the more carefully 


ought you to embrace this time of worſhipping God. 


Thus much of the thing, wherein the Intereſt of 4 
Servant doth e which is his Credit or Reputation. 


bear towards him; of which now. 


And here tis certain chat the ſureſe Foun - 
dation. of this Affection or Love, is the me- The 


rit of your Service, a faithful, that is, ho- 232 


neſt and careful diſcharge of your Duty; 


but be ſides this, there are ſore Qualities. that do more 


immediately tend ta recqmmend and. endear a 

ſuch are, Hrſt, an humble and cheerful Temper, which . 
always puts em forward even beyond the bounds of. 
their indi{penſible Duty, makes em ready to undertake. 
even ,more than they are bound to, if, they think it 


rends ig the leaft either ro the intereſt or ſatisfaction 


— 


of their Maſter; and in doing this, they muſt ap 
> Is opporrunity, deurous of _—_— ge 


The ſecond is, The Affection which his Maſter and others... 
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Maſter's - Favour at any rate; and this is ſuch an obli- 

ging Temper, that. tis almoſt impoſſible to fancy a Ma- 

iter ſo ſtupid or ungrgteful, as not to take notice of, 

love and reward ſuch a Servant. Second/y, He that will 

Win the Affection of thoſe he ſerves, muſt make it ap- 

pear that he loves em, he muſt rejoyce in every Good 

that befalls em, and be afflicted in every Evil; he muſt 

de extreamly tender of creating em trouble or di- 
ſturbance, not ſo much out of the fear of any damage 
growing from it, as out of a filial delight in their ſa- 
tisfaction, and a filial affliction in their trouble; beſides 
all this, he muſt always ſpeak well and kindly of 'em, 
baue muſt look it as a lucky accident, whenever he 
has opportunity, to check the ingratitude of a Fellow- 
Servant towards em, or to vindicate their Reputation a- 
gainſt the Calumnies of 2 Stranger; and, if he will 
take my Advice, he muſt not only ſpeak well of his 
preſent, but his former Maſter : For I can hardly be 
perſwaded that a Servant will ſpeak well of me, when 
gone from me, who ſpeaks ill of him whom he ſer- 

ved before ; but if there be nothing good which he 

| can ſpeak" of him, yet at leaſt. let him never ſpeak any ill 
of him, unleſs he be unavoidably forced to it. Nor let 
the Servant only ſpeak well of jhis former Maſter, but 
let him ſerve him to the utmoſt of his power, for gra- 
titude to a former, is the Servant's higheſt merit with his 
ent Maſter. Lai#ly, that the Servant who deſires to 

de belov'd, keep at the greateſt diſtance he can from all 

. "forts of Quarrels and Conteſts in the Family, let him ne- 
ver make any himſelf, nor be a Party in hoſe made by 
ethers, and let him be ſo far from infinuating himſelf in- 


— 


ſecxer, that on the contrary he muſt rather fly from 
the knowledge of a ſecret, which others would di:cloſe 
do bim, unleſs they have ſome good uſe to make of his 
Truſt, + All this that I have here directed, I would have 
perform'd, not with Art and Skill, but Sincerity ; for a 
Servant cannot counterfeit an obliging Temper long, if 
be do not endeavour to poſſes himſelf really of it: 
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to thoſe things which his Superiors or any others would 
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He muſt endeavour to love his Maſter truly and hearti- 
ly, or elſe it will be very hard for him to make a good 
ſhew-of that Love which he has not; and he muſt be 
finally endow'd with an humble and quiet Spirit, or 
el& it will be 2 very difficult Task for him to ſtand 
neuter amidſt the Quarrels of others, and to cloſe 
his Eyes and Ears againſt the Secrets, News, and 
Tattle which moſt are ſo naturally inquiſitive af 


ter. ts 
The third thing on which the Intereſt, of The Servants 


2 Servant d s is, the Profit .or Gain of Ar. how 
his Place: And here I need not tell you, wo , 


thar a faithful diſcharge of your Duty ſerves moſt to 

omote this, for this, as you have ſeen, gains you Aﬀe- 

ion at home, and Credit abroad, and the Maſter will 
certainly. give moſt countenance and encouragement, as . 
far as he is able, to the Seryant he loves beſt, and every 
Member of the Family will favour and affiſt ſuch à one 
28 far as they can; and if there be no ground for 2 ratio- 
nal 1 Reward from thoſe he ſerves, his own- 
Credit will in 4 little time open the way to it, à nextra- 
ordinary Virtue can be no more conceal'd than the Light, 
the meaneſt and moſt private Employment is Theatre 
enough to an excellent Perſon, but what is moſt conſide- 
rable of all, he that ſerves faithfully in any ſtation, has 
Cod for his Spectator and Patron: There is therefore 
one thing only which I am to put you in mind of, and 
that is, Be you be good Husbands of what you pain” ; 
mean, that you do not waſte. and laviſh it out in 


unneceſſary E 8, whether in fine Attire, or the ex- 
travagancies of Gaming or Entertainments. And to this 
good. Husbandry you lie under the ſtrongeſt Obligations 


that can be; for, firſt, by theſe ways you bring into que - 


ſion not your Diſcretion only, but your Virtue too; for _ 


ita Servant's expences look bigger than his gains, it can- 
not be thought uncharitable in the Maſter, if he do not 
only condemn his folly, but alſo enter into a ſaſpicion 
of his unfaithfulneſs.to him, or elſe his engagement in 
ſome unlawful courſe or other, for the ſupply either of. 


ee 8 But 
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But, Second?y, 
Evil you are to apprehend from this Folly, bur alſo 

_ ſtreſs and Poverty one time or other: For, alas! the 
Revenue of a Gentleman is not able, (we ſee by daily 
Experience) to the Folly of z Spend-chrift, and 
how much leſs rhe narrow Salary of a Servant? *Tis 

true indeed, is the extremity of Unkindneſs in 2 Ma- 

ſter to turn à faithful Servant to the Common, after he 
has ſpent his Strength and Youth in his Service; but [ 
think it is extremity of Folly in a Servant; to expe 
that his Mafter ſhould be kinder to him than he is to 
himſclf, or to eat the Bread of his Old- age at the Cour- 
teſie of others, when, if he pleaſes, he may eat his own, 

This cannot but prove 2 very ftrong engagement F 
Servanis to Theft, eſpecially if ir be conſider d, that 
they are more unable to ſuſtain the wants and hardſhips 
of Poverty, than common Day-labourers are; for he ge- 

. © _nerally has not the ſame Palate who is accuſtom'd ta fecd 

 _ ar his Maſter's Table, that the poor Man has who feeds 

| at his own. | r 1 5 

But whilft I recommend Thrift to you, and a regard 

to your own Profit, I would nor have you make uſe of 

- iis Advice for 2 pretenee to juſtifie either your want 

of Charity, or your quitting 4 Service wherein you have 

deen highly obliged, upon the leaſt ſhew of à little more 
egen n in another : For firſt, as to Charity, 
chen., it is the Duty of Servaurras well as Maſters, 

God requires of every Man in proportion 


Qo 


The toſs of your Credit is not the only 


FTE SSP | | 


oy 


SF 


do that Wealth which he gives him, 2 part of it for the 
=. Poor ; and it the reward of the Seryant's Mite caſt into 
me Stock of the Poor, ſhall be as great as that of the 


Pounds of the Rich, no doubt the Puniſhmenc of his 
Uncharitableneſs ſhall be as great as that of theirs; 
for the refuſal of eontributing this his Mite, can't but 
be judg'd. an extream Wickednels, if it be conſider d 


that he may ſpare it eaſily, and chat the Reward of it 
s uo 16s than. a Heaven, | 
{$6 as . alt 


* 
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— As to the ſecond thing, the quitting a 8 
* Service wherein you have been oblig d, A Servant mag 
il eee of a very little gain; tis an er « ſlight gain 
A tion of extream folly and ingratitude, Lan — 2 
Tis for a raw and untutor'd Servant, after he j,,, 1 | 
Ma. s been fornvd and ſhap'd, and firted bene with. © 
for Service, immediately to relinquiſh _ 
that Family where he has been thus inſtructed, in pro- 
ſpect of a flight Gain, is extream Ingratitude; for cer- 
tainly he ought to think his Service moſt due to thoſe 
who have made him a Servant, and taught him how to 
perform it: They have done more for him than they 
who, after he is well qualified, give him larger Wages, 5 
I do not know whether 1 may not add, that this is 
Injuſtice in a Seryant z for ſurely he that plants and 
watereth à Tree has beſt claim to its Fruit; and that 
Maſter who has born the trouble of a Servant's Igno- 
rance, has the beſt right ſure to his better Service, 
which is but the fruit of his own Care, Patienee, and 
Inftruftion : Nay, tis eaſſe to be conceiv'd, that this is 
due to him by a tacie Pact and Contract ; forthe Servant 
eannot- bur think, chat no Maſter would give bimſelt 
the care and trouble. which the Inſtruction and Patience 
to be uſed rowards a raw Servant requires, did he not 
ſe to reap ſome eaſe and fruit from it afterwards z 
fer, Ml efraud him then of his rational expectation, doth 
box extreamly like Injuſtice, as well as Ingraticude : 
Nor is the folly of this action getteralty leſs than the 
into MW ingratitude, for Maſters 1 and con» 
dhe e moſt in thoſe whom they have themſelves bred up 
* his ind fitted, fo that generally ſuch-a Servant may thrive 
„ler by keeping than quitting his Service: But if this. 
- but once grows to an humour of flitting and ſhuffling from. 
derd place to piace, then the folly of it is remarkable even. 
of ta ProverbF A Rowling-ſfone never gathers. Moſs , for 
Whatever good Qua. ities ſuch a Servant may be poſſeſſed. | 
of, they cannot turn much to his becauſe he does 
t allow Time for the railing of his Credit ay | 


— 
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2 
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eſtabliſhing 2 2 Value of, and Aﬀettion for him in any 
* and theſe are the uſual Secds of a Servants 


» 


\ 


be . 


Thus I have iven you 2 ſhort, bur, I hows 2 dear 
and full view of your Duty; ſome of you may perad- 
venture fancy that I have bound a heavy burthen up- 
on you; bur I muſt tell you, tis no heavier than what 
God lays upon you, than what the Reaſon of every one 
of you, if you would make uſe of it, would lay upon 
vou, than what, laſtly, the Neceſſities of your Place and 
Station, and your own Intereſt, doth indiſpenſibly require 

of you: Nor have I only preſented you witha Draught 
of your Duty, bur I havealſo preſſed and recommended 
every of it by ſuch Reaſons as may convince you of 
the truth of what I have laſt ſaid, namely, that your In- 
tereſt, your Conſcience, and God, exact the obſervance 
of thoſe things I have here preſerib'd you; there is 


1 


therefore leſs need of any pathctick addreſs to you here 


by way of Coneluſton: However, I cannot forbcar pay 
ring you in mind briefly of two things: 


Firſt, The great and many Evils the Neglee of your 
Duty is the cauſe of. x : 


Secondly, The great and many Benefits the Right Per- 
© formance of it EY both to your ſelves 
and others. 


The Firft thing is to ſadly and actorlandy evident to 
be denied; who can reckon up the Children who have 
been corrupted or betray'd,.the Families, wWhoſe Fortunes 
have been ſubverred by the Falſhood or Negligence of 
Servants ? Who knows not how often the love of the 
Maſter and Miſtreſs has been diffolv'd, and their Honours 


blaſted by che. lying and, deceirful Tongues of _— 
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thelr own Houſhold ? Who knows not how miſerably - 
the Peace and Quiet of Families has been diſturbd, 
the Beauty and Order of em deform'd and confoun- 
ded, and the Religion of em obſtructed, and their ſub- 
fance conſumd and exhauſted by the Pride and Pee- 
viſhneſs, by the Sloth and Careleſaeſs, by the Laviſhneſs - 
and Unfaichfulneſs of ill Servants ? And can you think 
that thele and innumerable other Miſchiefs which your 
Tranſgreſſion of your Duty creates to the World ſhall go 
unpuniſh'd ? Shall not God, who in his Compaſſion 
hears the Cry of an injur'd Servant, in his Juſtice, be- 
hold the Wrongs and Crimes of an evil one? Shall that 
God, who will not wink at the Tranſgreſſions of the 
Rich and Mighty, the Monarch and the Potentate, paſs 
over and connive at thoſe of the Servant? No, no, af 
ſure your ſelves, you ſhall be as accountable to Almighty 
God for your Negligence and Falſhood, for your Diſobe- 
dience, Unfaithfulneſs and Diſcontent, as the rich and 
great ſhall be for their Luxury or Covetouſneſs, for 
their Ambition or Oppreſfion, for their Mutinies, Facti- 
ons, and Diſſoyalty: For theſe your Sins are but 2 Copy 
and Tranſcript of theirs, though in an humbler ſtile and 
leſs character, according to the circumſtances of your 
Fortune and Station ; — when God ſhall enter into 
Judgment with you for theſe things, it will be well for. 
you if he puniſh you only with Temporal Chaſtiſements; 
your will eſcape well, if your Pride end only in Con- 
empt, your 
fion, your Careleſneſs and Waſtfulneſs in Want and Beg- 
gary ; and your Unfaithfulneſs in indelible Reproach 1 
God will, I ſay, be extreamly tender Ind e 
nate in diſtributing 7 if this be the w chat ; 
tance at ſo cheap a rate 


beſalls you, if you buy R 
as the ſuffering any or all of theſe Evils; and yet how: 


trcadful theſe appear.. to you, —— to your o.] n 
Thoughts; for 1 believe a fl nd evil Servant 
can hardly read this . Impatience and Mur- 
nn e me, he HA . 


4 4 
4 


owardneſs in à general Hatred and, Aver- 
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him ſmoother things: But, alas! I have not half ven- 
ted the Burden which the Lord has charg'd me with 
1 wicked and unfaithful Servants 3 for I muſt tell 
you, Topher is ordain'd of old, as well for undutiful Ser- 
vans as tyrannical Kings z for as your Sins are Sins of 
accumulated aggravations, your acts of injuſtice and un- 
charitableneſs, when they are pur into the ballance, 
being down not only by their own weiglir, but 
that alſo of Ingratitude, Lying, breach of Truſt, an im- 
pudent contempt of all reſtraints, and a bold defiance of 
All the neceſſitiẽs of Virtue which God's Providence inv 
pos d upon you : Your Sins, I. ſay, being of ſuch an 
« ared guilt, you cannot but in reaſon expect, that 
your. puniſhment ſhall be laid on in good meaſure, preſ- 
ſed down, beap'd up, and running over; Ah poor Souls! 
my Bowels are movd, my Compaſſions are kindled to- 
wards'you, when I conſider this your wretched Fate: 
Muſt you paſu from a ſtate of Travail and Meanneſs, to 
2. ſtate of Eternal Pain and Eternal Reproach } Muſt your 
- Servitude end in 2 Hell at laſt? And can you be content 
1 propheſic Evil, 
But that 1 may not ſeem to to | 
and not Good, concerning you, — _—_— that 
you would deliver the World and your ſelves from all 
theſe Bvils with which your Miſcarrlages- plague and 
chreaten them and you: Let me beſcech you, that you 
would reſcue your ſelves from the nr, from the 
 Infolencies and Severities whh which; not your Fortunes, 
but your Vices, now you; and that you would 
eo the love and eſteem of Mankind, and make your 
_ ſelves an uſeful and conſiderable of the World, 28 
— Servants- indeed are: O at leaſt your Souls 
from Slavery; let not Unfaithfulneſs and Pride, 
your Diſobedience and your Looſeneſs and 
Qerreleſneſs exclude you from Heaven, and bereave you 
of Crowns and Glory, which the meanneſs of your Birth 
or Fortune never eam No, no, God is not fach a fond 
Aocepter of Perſons, as partially bo n any of 
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that not only the Neceffities of Mankind in 


have 
for theſs Nobler Works, were not thoſe 
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his poor Creatures to Meanneſs here, and Miſery here» 
after: Your Service is but an ity of Merit 
and of Glory, it puts you in a Capacity to do and 
ſuffer more, with deſign that you ſhould receive more 
too than other Men in another World at leaſt, pro- 
tionably to thoſe Hardſhips you undergo, and theſe _ 
irtues Which you practiſe in this. And the bleſſed 
Feſus, who took your Form and Character upon him, 
did not diſdain the lowneſs of your Condition, bur 
ſhed as much Blood for you as for the Rich and No- 
ble; he purchas'd for you the fame Peace of God, the 
ſame Favour, the ſame Kingdom; all that is requir'd of 
you is, that you ſhould live in thoſe Virtues that are - 
ſuitable to your Condition, that you ſhould do the 
Duty of your Station, when you are affur'd you ſhalt 
have your Reward from God, which ſhall be nothing 
leſs than a never- fading Crown of Righteouſneſs, be- 
ſides the love and*citeem of and 2 Proviſion of 
all things neceſſary made for you by the bleſſed Provi- 
dence of Cod; nor let it ſeem ſtrange to you, that 
your ſervice in ſo low a ſtation ſhould en title you to 
ſuch or- your Virtue is as neceſſary in the 
World as that of Men in a higher flation ; the. motion 
of the Feet, and action of the Hands, 8 as | 
to the Body as the direftion and guidance of the Eye : 
'Tis by you the order and beauty of the World in a, 
for were there no Servants. 
"Tis by your Travail, 


- 


are ſupplied, but alfo the Pleaſure and Grandeur of: 
States ; for neither would the Earth bri 
forth irs” encreaſe, nor would our Tables be cover 
with the Fiſh af the Sea, the Beaſts of the Earth, or 


the Fowl of the Air, without your Miniſtry and At- 


teudange 3 nay, farther, tis by you that we enjoy the 
Studies 'of the Learned, and the Prudence of the 
Stateſman, . ſor the Neceſſities of Life would ſo whols, 
ly rake Men up, that they would little Time 
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daevolved on you: If we come to more particular ef. both v 
fefts, the Proſperity, the Virtue, the Peace, the Unity IN be © 
of Families depends not a little upon you: Thus you I 19 
ſee, you are not the leaſt uſeful Members of the Com- what 
munity, and therefore tis not to be wonder'd at, if I gard 
the Rewards defign'd you ſhould be proportion'd to the tiene 
Service requir of you: Acquit your ſelves then like fed.J 
Men, like Chriſtians ; you ſerve GOD while you ſerve 
— Man . faithfully, and of him you ſhall receive your 


- 


x A Prayer. 
| 0 Lord my God, thou haſt made and do'ſt diſpoſe of all 
things in 4 wiſe and excellent, Order, thou haſt. 
placed me in this rank of Mankind, thou haſt appoin- 
ted me this my ſtation z; O grant that I may diſcharge. 
the Duties of it zealouſiy and faithfully ; enable me to 
3mploy ani improve the Talents thou haſt intruſted to 
me, and make me uſeful and ſerviceable in my Place. 
Lord, let not my Soul lie umder the guilt of the diſcon- 
tent or ruine of any Family or Perſon, but make me an 
Inftryment of Peace and Proſperity where I am; I 
= Know, O Lord, that Humility and Tnduſtry art Virtues . * 
that are not ſo pleaſing to a Carnal Mind, but, Lord, — 
make me ſerffible hom great the recompence of my ſelf- 
al will one day be: Male me, O Lord, remember 
that I am always in thy fight, and thai thou ON | 
der all my Paths, that I may be fully convindd _ 
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both my Temporal and Eternal Intereſt depends upon 
the Conſcientious performance of my Duty, that ſo I 


may not be ſeduc'd or diſcourag'd by . any Temptations 


W. 


whatever, but ſtill lookin up to God, a and having re- 


gard to the recompence of reward, I may run with pa- 
tience the Race that is ſer before me, Amen, bleſ- 


feg. Feſus. So be it. Fa * 
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The Neceſfity of Communi- 
| _ 7 caring. 4 


Concerning the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, there are two. things which 
Servant, are ie be inſtructed in: 
Firſt, Their Obligation to receive it as 
- . often as they can have an opportunity, 
Secondly, What Preparation is neceſſa- 

| ry to it. 2 LI F 
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CHAP-U: 


The Servants Obligation to Receive the 
NT | Sacrament. ik 


© nx Oblipations. to 

Gaurat 04. © commemorate the 
N from the Conſideration of his great 
Love in dying for us, and the great Benefits we are 
nde partakers of in that Holy Corina, and from 


* [ - 
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—C ut. 


onvey'd and ſeal'd to us in this Sarrament. Theſe and 
1 Mankind, the Servant as well as the Mafter, the Poor 


2s well as the Rich, for the Son of God has died for all = 


nike; Mercy co pardon us, and Grace to aſſiſt us, is 

K tender d to all alike, and all do alike ſtand ia need of 
Hm Both : And of this ſort of Obligation is the Command 
ef Chriſt, and the Practice of the Primitive Church, and 
the nature of the 1 ＋. as tis the renewing of our 
Covenant; all -theſe- do oblige all Men alike to frequent 
Communion ; -for no ſort of Mew were excepted: in the 
Cotnmand of our Saviour, no Rank of Men were eralu- 
led in the practice of the Church, and ſince tis u pub- 


nor be utterly neglected, much leſs oontemn d, without 
reinquiſhing the Commutfton of Saints, renouncing the 
Faith, and falling almoſt into the guilt of _—_ Apoſta- 
Q. Au theſe Aojnmine and Motives to the frequent 


fs Servants, as any other ſort of People whatever, 
t beſides theſe, there are ſome Confide- 


Servants than others, and which ſeem to — 
render the neglect of this Duty more inex- | — 

cuſable in them than in any others. As, Firſt; As they 
enjoy not the Pleaſures which Men of plentiful Fortunes 
do, fo neither are they diſtracted by the Cares which. 


Maſters. of Families may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be: 


Nor are they engag d in ſd many Contentions as the ma- 
e ny -Defigns and intereſts of their Superiours do neceſſa- 
rily e them to; they live, if it be not their own 


fault, -byconſtant Rules; they have all che advantages of 


Retirement in the midſt of the World, lyi Hep 
preſſing Temptation either to care, or conteſt, or ſen- 
tuality : So that unleſs they be extreamly careleſs of 
their Souls; unleis they be extreamly inſcnſible-of the love 
of Jeſus, they rauP live in an habirual preparation for 
cle Sacrament, or at leaſt they can have no tolerable 


\ 


fuch-like are univerſal Obligations, and equally concern 


| — — 
the need we ſtand in of the r —— 7 


lick owning of our Covenant, it ſeams to me that it can- 


ue of the Sacramem do as ſtrongly bind, and forcibly - 


rations which may more iarly concern | Obligations | 


% 


The Neeeſſuty of 
- excuſe for the neglect of ir. It deferves well to be fur- 
ther conſider d, that the great Streſs of Buſineſs which 

lies upon many Maſters of Families, in their Trades and 
Employments, lies not alike upon them, or if it. do, it 

„ tay indiſpoſe and i itate the Maſter for the Cm 
munion, and yet not the t: Tis the Maſter's 
Choice, but the Servant's Neceſlity that puts him upon 

it ; tis often the Maſter's Ambition and Covetouſneſs, 

but tis the Servant's Obedience and Faithfulneſs that 
engages him; fo that the weight of buſineſs, which 

may be the Maſter's Fault, is the Servants Duty; and 

. > therefore, though ir keep the one, it muſt not che 
other from the Sacrament ; for tis impoſſible that any 

one ſhould be made -unfir for the Communion by doing 

his Duty. Tis true, (to advance à little further) that 

the Love of Jeſus in dying for us was equal towards 

all, for all were ſubject to the puniſhment of Sin; 

but if there were any» difference, the Obligation would 

de greater on the poor and mean in one reſpect than 

on tHe rich, , becauſe ſuch do need the .. ſupport and 
comfort which they derive from this Blood, not only 
to uphold em againſt the Terrour of another Life, but 

- alſounder the Troubles of this; and certainly the more 
low and mean any Man's ſtate in tus preſent World is, 
the more unpardonabie in him is the love of this Life, 
or the neglect of another: For the leſs Pleaſure we en- 
joy from without, the more na is 'it to ſeek the 
Pleaſures of Religion, the Pleaſures of Faith, the Plea- 
los, that a-Seryant's.coldneſs towards his bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter has ſomething leſs of excuſe in ir than any 
other Man's: For in what Heart ſhall the bleſſed Jeſus 

_ "find an entertainment, in what Soul ſhall he find place 
to dwell, unleſs in that which has no Temptation to love 
the World? Where ſhould: the love of Heaven, the 
love of Jeſus, and the love of Virtue take deeper Root 
than in that Heart which hath rationally no Foundation, 
no place to raiſe any other Hopes don that are conſide- 
rable ? Where might our dear Lord expect ſooner to 
1 — | be 
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be recctv'd with open Arms, and the whole Heart. 
than by theſe who have no other Friend, no other Pa- 
ron to truſt to? According to this Diſcourſe, this 
was the ſucceſs, the real - flue of clings in the _ firſt 
Times. The Poor had the Gofpel preach'd umto em ; that 


y t 


were Wrought Preaching of tlie Goſpel. 
Bir nov, ah now! the Times are inverted, the Servant 
and the mean Man appears as much more-ſtupid and 


negligent in the things of another Life, as he "has leſs - 


ſhare . than others in this ; they ſeem to be ſunk as 
much beneath the - Virtue as Fortune bf their Superiors, 
and being freed from the Cares and Emulati ons, from 
the Ambition and Deſigns of thoſe, above em, tlieir 


Souls ſeem to be grown ſo unactive, ſo thoughtleſs, ſo. 


dark, that they carry not one Meditation beyond the 
Works of their Hands, like him in Ecclefsa-- Na 
flicus, 1 wiſdom that haldethꝰ ap. 38.255 
the Plough, and > 

Oxen, and is occupied i their Labours, aud whoſe talk 


is of Bullocks ? dor ſhame ſſiew) your ſelyes Men, and 
convince us that you "have Rational and Inamortal 
Souls : Let me intreat you, conſider how great a dig 


tity you are advanced to, how great an honour you are 


vuchſafed by God, in being invited by Bim to this 
yon 


Feaſt : you do here more nearly approach 
ue feaſted and entertain'd by him as his Children, you 
are united in the cloſeſt Ties and Bonds with your dear 


Lord and ours, you are become one with him, and he 


with you, and with us all, for in Jeſus (hriſt there is 
neither bond nor free; you all ſit equal 
wurites at this Table, O let not the Humility, the Con- 
deſcenſion, the Love of Jeſus be ſlighted and deſpis'd 


by you; ah how trifling a favour in compariſon of this 


wnferr'd upon you by your Maſter, or any | body elſe, 
whom you. value, as ſuppoſing him rich and great, would 


tranſport you into all the heats of thankfulntſs, and put 


you upon any task, how hard or mean ſoever, by which 
you might do him _ ing ec <p 
| N N b 111 
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I inſiſt no longer on this point, III only mention 
„bene the little and mean Objections againſt this 
8 — Duty, with which you are nevertheleſs wont 
; to content your felves: You have, yowl ſay, 
'fo much Buſineſs, ſo much Work, that you have no 
Time to for the Communion, You do then 
ferve not only a very hard, but a very fooliſh Maſter, 
ſo fooliſh that I can ſcarce believe there. is any ſuch; 
For who can be ſuch a Sott, as to be unwillling to give 
you time wherein you may give him the greateſt ſecu- 
rity, the ſureſt pledge of your Fidelity; Induſtry, Hu- 
:milicy, and all other Virtues of 2 good Servant thar 
his Heart can deſire? Can any Man be ſuch à Sott, 
2 not to give a bad Seryam time to reform in, or 2 
good one time to repeat his Vows and Reſolutions of his 
Perſeverance, and to fortiſie himſelf in his Duty by freſh 
ngagements? . And this Benefit: certainly every Maſter 
reaps by bis Seryane's conſcientious frequenting the Com- 
munion: And yet, after all, let your Maſter be never 
ſo unreaſonable towards you, or unſÞateful towards 
Soc, (for he is both in this) Lmuſt tell you to your 
comfort, no Servant is render d unfir for the Commu- 
nion by doing the Duty of his place; the diſcharge of 
your Puty towards Man is part of, your Religion to- 
wards God : This pera 
ration leſs ſolemn and 1aborious, but never leſs accepta- 
ble; a ſincere ſigh or groan from you in ſuch à caſe 
as this, (if ſuch 2 one can be ſuppos d) ſhall be ad- 
mitted for as good ſatisfaction, 2s the moſt. ſolemn 
Confeſſion, conſiſting in 2 particular ennmeration of 
every Sin, and an of ſorrow 2 
when perform d by others who are Maſters of their 
own time; à devout Ejaculation ſnall be accepted from 
you, as well as the moſt careful trimming of their 
Lamps, the moſt ſtudious dreſſing of their Souls from 
others. But tere let me beſeech you, that you do 
not abuſe that unto 2 Plea for your negligence — 
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ſecurity, which I have taught you only as a Com- 
won ort ünder the neceffity of your Circumſtances : For 
this Nyben you have Time for more ſolemn preparation, 
wont ¶ ou muſt not out of preſumptlon or lazineſs content 
ſay, pour ſelf with this z but this 1 muſt leave to your 
no on Conſeiences, and to God the ſearcher” of Hearts to 
then" W determine | Ne = 
iſter, I This then, that you have no Time, is a vain Ex- 
uch: eaſe ; but you'll ſay, you are ignorant and unlearned, 
Be ¶ ad do not underſtand the nature of this Duty, why do 
ſecu- you not then conſult thoſe that do ? Is it ſo that there 
Hu- Ii no good Chriſtian in the Family? Is there no Pa- 
chat for in the Pariſh? Is it poſſible that in theſe days 
Sott, ef light any, though the mranneſt of the People, mould 

or 2 Hei for lack of Knowledge? Bur you are unworthy 
t bis Wy 2 proach that Table; and you are refoly'd that 
freſh ou II ever continue ſo ? If by Unworthineſs, you mean 
lafter ay courſe of Sin, break it off ſpec dily leſt you periſh 
om Init, percadventure this call to the Sacrament many other- 
VT viſe be the laſt Igyitation to Repentance, the laſt tender 
rds ef Mercy that be ever made you: But If by un- 
your Wfneſs you mean Frailties and Imperfections, Defects and 
umu. weak neſſes, if this ſhould make us unfit, who then 
wild be fit? If this ſhould make us unworthy, Who 
en could be worthy ? Sin and Folly would be a 


repa- Qualification for the Communion, if none were fit for , | 
epta- It, but ſuch as were arrogant enough to think them- | 
Cal elves ſo; for that, in this ſenſe of fitneſs, were to | 
3 think themſelves void of defect and frailty, which were 


larly.” ugnant not only to Humility, but Truth too : 
Bar yow'll laſtly ſay, You are conſcious to your ſelves of 
great weakneſs, and are afraid of entring ihto Engage- 
ments, Which you haye much ground to fear you ſhall 
dot be able to orm: If you prove unable, it 


their ui not be your Sin, but Misfortane”; but I am afraid 
from ou mean, which you ſhall not be always willing to 
phe erform: And if ſo; I muſt confeſs, I fear you are 


ot fit for rhe Communion ; for this inſinuates, that 
Rot 4% oo | - your 


* 


* 


A ide Neceſſity of, Kc: 
_ «your Heart ar preſent is not ſincere, that your meaning 
is not right, and that you have ſome darling Sin, or, ar 
þ © « leaſt, ſome remainder of Sin, which you cannot yet be 
lully perſwaded to part with: If it be otherwiſe, the 
_:weakeryou are, the more need you have of that Sacrament ll 
| by which you will be confirnvd and ftrengthen'd if vu 
are ſincere, you are always ſafe. | 
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1 DiteFions for the Servant” 5 Worthy Recei-- 4 
— 1 s the Lord f dupper. 5 
Contemplations tending to ſtir up 4 De-- 


vont Convicion- of this. Duty i the- 
„ e On 5 


R Saviour's Inſtitutlon of this Saerament is 
thus related, Our Lord Jeſus, the fame Nighe 
| that he was betray'd, took Bread, and when he 
had given Thanks, he brake it, and gave/it co 
hs Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Bedy which" . 
is given for you, do this in remembrance of me. Like 
wiſe after Supper, he took the Cup, and when he had 
given Thanks, lie gave it to em, ſaying, Drink ye all of 
74 this i Blood of the 9 aer of 1 | 
fs or you, for for the remiſſon ef- S105 © 

Do this, as oft as ye ſhall 2. it, in remembrance of me. 


— || Our of theſe words our Church forms that 'excellenr- 


5 Prayer, 


Linighty God our Heevenly Father, who of thy. tex 
der Mercy didſt give thy only Son Feſus Chriſt to- 

ſuffer death upon be * for our W 

| 3 | ade 


2 I 18  Motives to froquent 


— there t | bis one oblation of himſelf once f 
Fer d) a full, perfeRt and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satiifacꝭ i 75 the Saus of the whole World, and did 
inſtitute, and in his boly Boſpa command Ws to conti- 
nue 4 perpetual memory of that his precious death, 
until bis coming again ; hear us, O merciful Father, 
© we moſt bumbly boſeech-- thee, and grant that we re- 
eeiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread and Wine, accor- 
ding to thy Son our Saviour Feſus Chriſt”s holy Inſtitu- 
tion, in remembrance f bis Doath' and Paſſion, may 


— be partake: of bis moſt mes me and Sor. 


N27 
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On the Parts ofthis Prayer you en thus; O 
my God, and my Father, didſt th&u give thine only be- 
| 2 ; Son ro ſufſer Death upon the Croſs for my Re- 
emption '! what then As Nate,” that it was capa- 
80 ad leſſer Redemplion chan the. bister death of thy 
n? A fate of Sin and Miſery ; a ſtate of bondage 
and Fear; a ſtate of Darkneſs and Affliction; a ſtate of 
Wrath and Death, Death, Eternal Death; = _ be 
fond of, this fare, ; 28. to cont inne 
boo has ſhed his Blood ro 9 50 5 15 . Stall 
eſpiſe this Redemption, not to 
7 of his Blood, ” all the Benefits . of 2 
and Ebene O my God, and my Father, 17 
| of zhe-moſ* tender Mercy in thee, ro offer up thy Son 
W208; for me. Ah, what Ingratitude muſt I be guil- 
1 ty of Re what Cruelt 1 my ſelf, if! 
_ "os e Salvation, if 1 renounce, or at Xt leakt 
pd exclude my ſelf from any In- 
| wh js Den O. blefſed. Jeſus, didſt thou by thy 
: e thy.-ſelf upon che Croſs, make 
a fi and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sa- 
ns Br for the Sins of the whole World? and can 
there be any thing more dear to me than the memory 
of this thy Love, mozeiworthy.of my remembrance than 
; TEN of he bole Word? 8 


date, and have long: for my di 


9 
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bleſſed word .! What Happineſs, what Heaven doth it 
import! to be redeem'd by Chrift, is to be tranſlated” 
out of darkneſs into a marvelous” light, out of the Re- 
gions and ſhadows of Death, into the glory of the Sons 
of God, out of a ſtate of bondage, into the moſt per- 
feft liberty, out of a ſtate of Wrath, into a ftate of 
Love and Mercy, out of a ſtate of Dread and Terrour, 
into 2 ſtate of Peace, and Joy, and Hope, or at leaſt, . 
into 2 capacity of all. this! and doth not all this de- 
ſerve, that I ſhould ever commemorate this thy Redem- - 
ption of me and of the World, with devout joys, with 
humble tranſports, and the moſt grateful paſſion? Didſt 
thou need, O my Blefſed Saviour, to inſtitute, and in thy 
Holy Goſpel command me to continue a perpetual me- 
mory of that thy precious Death until thy coming again, 
leſt I ſhould forget it? Ah, wretched nature! Ah, 
wretched ſtate ! Can there be any Temptations that can 
betray me into ſo vile a*baſeneſs? Can the love of 
the World, a falſe deceitſul World, make me forget 
thee, thy Agonies, thy "Wounds, thy Death, thy Love? 
Ah my dear Saviour! can ir be fo hard a matter to 
keep my remembrance and love of thee awake, alive, 
that thou ſhouldſt need to command me thus to com- 
memorate thy Death in the Iively ſymbols and repreſen- 
tations of it, and to enforce thy Command, by putting 


me in Mind of thy coming again? Methinks, without 
all this, my love for thee ſhould have been fo bright 


and flaming, thar-I ſhould have deſpis'd all rhings as-- 


dung and droſs in compariſon of thee, and have defird 


to have known nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 


cified '! Methinks I ſhould have lived in the devour con- 
templation of thy great and excellent actions, and thy 


great ſufferings, till I had been weary of this World, 
and of this Body, of tis poor rly and 
lution and entrance 
into, thy preſence ! This thy Love deſerv'd from me, 
even though I had been encompais d with the pleaſures 
and crown'd with the honourg of this World ; how in- 
excufable then muſt I be, 1 


ho 6— | 


— 


— 


— 


Motives to frequent 


of the People, who have no allurements, no temptations 
in my Fortune; if I forget thee and forſake thee ? Ah! 
How ſhall 1 ſtand before ' thee when thou comeſt 2- 
gain? How ſhall I behold thee in the glory of thy 
Father, and on thy Tribunal, if I ſhould now forget 
thy ſufferings. for me, forget thy love of me, and neg- 
lect thy laſt, thy dying Commands, the higheſt token 
ol thy Paſſion for me, ſhewing how ſollicitous thou, waſt, 
le ſt I ſhould loſe the Bencfit of thy Blood, when thon 
hadſt ſhed ir4 Ah, with what, not ſhame and bluſhes, 
bur horrour and amazemenr, would my Salle Soul be 
cover'd at thy appearance! hut this ſhall never be my 
Crime, this ſhall never be my ftate, never ſhalt my 
Soul be guilty of ſuch Ingratitude to the Tender Mercies 
of my Cod, or the Tender Love of my Saviour: No, my 
ſorrows overflow me, my Heart is wounded within me 
that 1 have forgot thee ſo long already, that 1 have 
remember d thee ſo ſeldoni that I have turn d my back 
ſo often upon that Holy Sacrament, wherein thy. paſſion 
ought to have been commemorated by me; O pardon, 
pardon, bleſſed Lord, thy unkind, thy unfaithful Dilſct- 
ple: I come to thee, I come to confeſs thee, I come 
to worſhip thee in the troubles and deſires of a bro- 
- ken Spirit, a contrite Paſſion, a reſtor d Fiirh, and 2 
zeviv'd Affection. O receive me, cover d with my tears 
and with my ſhame, but raviſh'd with thy love too ; 
-heneeforth,, O my Saviour, I will live with - thee, no- 
thing ſhall divide thee from me; not Buſineſs, nor Inte- 
reſt, nor Relations nor Friends, not the ſluggiſhneſs of 
the Body, nor diſtractions of the World, not Life nor 
Death it ſelf; I will live with thee in devour Prayers 
and holy Medications, and with an impatient paſſion 1 
will haſte to meet thee in the Holy ment, which 


thou haſt appointed as the repreſentation of thy Death, 
the ple 


120 


dinary preſence: And, O bleſſed God, who of thy 
tender mercy didſt give thy Son to ſuffer Death upon 
the Croſs for my jon, out of the ſame tender 


mercy affift me with thy Grace, that I may commemo- 
20 | > 4 | rate 


po 
#1 


ee 


dge of thy Love in the ſymbols of thy extraor- | 


— — 
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Ste that his Death wich that Faith and humble Gratt* 


rude, that 1 may be made partaker of the Redemprion - 
wrought by it; help me ſo to approach tlieſe holy My- 
ſeries, ſo to receive theſe Elements of Bread and Wine, 
that I may be made ker of the moſt precious Body 
and Blood of my Saviour, that ſo being waſh'd from my 
Sins by his Blood, united and incorporated with him by 
Faith and Love, 1 may be ſtrengthened and ſupported, . - 
governed and protected by him while I am in the Body., 
and may meet him at his coming again with unf le 
rejoycing, and be acknowledged by him as Þfs Faithful . 
Diſciple and Follower. Amen, Amen, for the ſake of the. 
fame my crucified Redeemer and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. 


* Exerc of F Faith.” 


L 


4 Devort Exerch of Fs Faith, Repeneance, 
. Love, and Hope, by woy of Þ — 


Ver the Sacrament. 


x 5M The Exercife of Baith. 


C H E former Exbortation af aur Church, to the 

2 55 9 7005 of the S9-rament, lays down the de- 
mmunion in theſe few, but full words: 

The moſt comfortable Sacrament of the Body and 

355 Blood of Chriſt , is to be received in remembrance of his me- 

ritorious Croſs and Paſſion, whereby alone we obtain vemiſſim 


ef our Sins, and are made fartakers of the Kingdom of 


Heaven. On which you may thus comment; Lord, I 
believe, help thou mine unbelicf ; I believe that chou 
. Son of God didſt rake upon thee the form of a Ser- 


2 _.waſt mage in,” rhe. likeneſs of Men, and be- 


found in faſhion as 4 Man, didſt humble thy ſelf, 


11 becameſt obedient unto Death, even the Death of 


che Croſs. 1 believe, that by that thy painful Death, 


| Painful indeed to thee, but comfortable and happy to 
us, thou didſt not only make an Oblation and Satisfacti- 
on for the Sins of the whole World, if they would bo- 
lieve and repent, but alfo purchaſs for em an Eternal 
Kingdom :-I do therefore defire in Mis Holy Sacrament 


to make à pub ick Confeſfion of my Faith in thee, I 


am not aſham d of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for tis the 
power of my Cod unto Salvation ; I am not aſhanvd. 
- of thee my crucified, Saviour, for I know there is no 
ether Name given unto- Man, by which he may be 


fav'd; but- only the Name df our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I 


do therefore moſt carneſtiy defire to be made parta- 


as os. the. Benclus of thy. Death, and. to _—_— 


- ww <4 
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aſſurance of my Redemption by thy Blood ſeal'd to 


me; for I have, O Lord, a weight of Sin that hangs 
upon my Soul, from which, unleſs thy Death deliver me, 
kit will "fink me down into the loweſt Hell; therefore 


with impatience doth my Soul deſtre to approach this 


comfortable Sacrament, where I may giye the ſin- 
cere alfurances of my Faith, Repentance and Love, and 
may receive from thee aſſurances and pledges of my 
Redemption wrought by thy Croſs and Paſtion : But, 
Lord, I know that they only can draw near with com- 


bort to this Sacrament, who with hearty Repentance and 


true Faith turn to thee. I do therefore deſire to 


OY ſelf firſt, as in the — @—— an- 
the awe of his all- ſeeing to examine and try 


my Life and my Heart, x. Fay "enter into the moſt 


ſincere purpoſes of reforming what is amiſs in me; and 
help 2 me, O my oc that I may do this as 1 


— 2 me that juſt ſenſe of the weiglit and 


rtance this work, that I may do it with care 

vigour ; convince me ſo of the indiſpenſible ne- 
cefliry of ſincerity, that 1 may neither hide nor diſ- 
guiſe any Sin in my Examination, nor make any the 
leaſt reſerve for any in my Reſolution of amendment. 
And, O my God, if chrough the | necetfiries of my in- — 
ployment, or through the ſtraitneſs of my Time, or 
through the ignorance or prejudice of my Education, 
any thing ſhall eſcape me, G impute it not to me, but 
have compaſpon upon the Frailties of my Nature, and. 
the Infelicities gf, my ſtate, and upon W n 
ſes % me 9 * 


I. The Exerciſe of Repentance, . 


0 Almighry God, Father of our Lord Jeſus - Chrift;-. 
Maker of all. things, and. Judge, of all Men, thou Holy, 


All- ceing, and Impartial Judge, 2 my... ſelf. be- 
fore N of my in. the 3 and. ; 


— 


Va 


n.. Ao. 
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bit terneſs of my Heart, to confeſs and bewail my Sins, conſi 


and actually and ſincerely to renounce em. nion 
thus: How you have behawd your ſelves towards your not | 
Parents when under their Government, I mean, not the mifſi 


. particulars of your Actions, which tis impoſſible to re- celv: 
"collect, © but ſuch Generals as theſe : herher you form 
have been notoriouſly diſobedient , whether you have treat 
notoriouſly neglected the means and opportunities of ro ye 

- . your Education, or by any other way procured the Chil 
grief, affiictiori , or ſhame of your Parents: Then con- in gi 
lider your courſe of Lite fince- you came into Service, ſeng 

as, whether you have lived careleſſy and, coldly towards as Yi 
Cod, in an habitual neglett, or it may be, contempt min: 
of Religion, Whether you. have been a faithful and good It 
Servant ; or, on the contrary, whether you have :iv'd that 

in the cuſtom. and habit of Diſobedience or Unfaith- and 
Iulneſs to your Maſter: And laſtly, as to your ſelves, tion 
eonſider whether you have lived in a Habit of Prun- ſery 
kennels, Gluttony, Uncleanne s, Pride, and Wilfulneſs. thei 
Now, if upon examination you find your elves to cant 

| have. been guilty of any of theſe things in your paſt don 
Lives, it will be. neceſſary to confeſs and bewail your diſe 
Errour, although you have new long ago renounc'd fy 
- ir, broken off your Sin, and lived a. new Life; and it neſ+ 


| 

i | 

|. Here conſider firſt the courſe of your paſt Life in general; if it 
| 


will not be amils to confider what aggravations are to mu 
de found in thèſe your Sins ; for example, what Con- you 
'viftions you have reſiſted and ſtifled, what reſtraints giv 
von have broke through, what inconveniences you. any 
have ſuffered by your ſiae, what extraordinary Mercies you 
[ and Deliverances you have had, what extraordinary. too 


Chaſtiſemems God; has infficted upon you, what Op- ſon 


eee of Grace you have ſlighted- Theſe; and ſuch. tan 
e Conſiderations ſerve to render the Soul more humble ſto 
1 and eontrite, and: to quicken the: ſenſę of God's Goodneſs | elf 
mund Loving-Kindneſs towards you. 4 | Wi 
— When you. have thus examined what the ſtate. of your W 
Ie paſt has been, you are, ſecondly, to examine what of 
dme pretend ſtate of your Soul is, and. here you are to m. 
; | On- 


1 _ 


* 
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conſider, Firſt, Whether you are now under the domi- 
nion and power of any Sin 3 and this your Conſcience, 


if it be not ſeard, will ſoon inform you, for it can- 
not but tell. you, that it has accus d youu for the com- 


=_ 


miſſion of this or that Sin: But left you ſhould de- 
ceive your ſelves, you may examine your ſelves in the 


former manner upon thoſe ſeveral Heads of your Duty 


treated of in this Book, as you ſtand related to God, 
to your Parents, to your Maſter and. Miſtreſs, to their 


Children, to your Fellow-ſcrvancs, . to your Neighbours 


in general, and to your ſelves, weighing your pre- 
ſeng Behaviour and Affection towards each in this, 
as you did your paſt in the former part of - this Exa- 
mination, . . * L V. a * 

If upon this view of your ſelves it appears to 


that: you live in any Sin, you muſt not only bewail ir, 


and reſolve againſt it, but you muſt alſo make reſtitu- 
tion, if you have wrong d your Maſter, your Fellow- 


ſervants, or any other; if you Have wrong'd em in 


their Goods, you muſt reſtore it if you can; if you 
cannot, you muſt confeſs the Wrong, and beg their par- 
don: If you have wrong'd em by Lying, you muſt. 


diſeover the truth, and take the ſhame to your ſelves : 


If you have griev d, difturb'd and troubled em by rude- 
neſs, contumelions Language, or any fuch way, you 


\ 


muſt make em what amends you can, by confeſſing. 
your Error, ing Reformation, and begging For- 
giveneſs : If you have been injurions to the Souls: of 


any, you muſt be as induſtrious to reclaim, em when. - 


you have done all this, I would. not have you make 


too much haſte to the - Sacrament : Bur firſt, make 
ſome trial of the Truth and Sinceriry of your a yo 
tance; but in giving this Rule, L would be und er- 
ſtood to ſpeak either of Sins of habitual Omiſſion, or 
elſe of thoſe notorious Tranſgreſſions of God's Laws, 


of Fleſh and Spirit; for as to defects and frailties, tho we 


mut ſtrive againſt em. we ſhall never be wholly free from 


-. 
\ 2 * \, 


— 


wich the Scripture calls, the Works of the Flefh, the 
Wickedneſs in which the Gentile World lay, the filthineſs 


—_ — — 
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_ - civilly, bur the Duties that you perfo 


on the World; tis is a ſtate to be 


—_ 
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As to Lukewarmneſs, Stupidity, or Lifelemneſs in Reli. 
gion, if you mean by it a Form of Godlineſs without 
the power, that is, that you profeſs to believe and live 
rm are done heed- 
Aleſly and perfunRorily, , without any ferioulnefs, or any 
reliſh, and the whole application of your Mind runs up- 
ed. of, and 

Care and 


vou maſt enter Reſolutions of 


8 Warchfulneſs, and Ferveney ; and having done this, you 


— 


- Reanding and wy Will, "filled. wich humble Thoughus of 
Naa - ; ** Fry [- 3 23 my. 


-may to the Sacrament, without making ſo long 
u trial of your ſelves as in the former caſe, becauſe nei- 
ther the Church nor your Neighbour can receive any 

Now, beſide this part of Examination conſiſting in an 
enquiry what Sins you have been guilty of, or-now live 


in z there is a ſecond-part of Examination, conſiſting. in 


this enquiry, what good you have done, what reſem- 
-Ablance there is between your Life and the Life of ſe- 


us, your Spirit and the Spirit of Jefus? For Negative 


Mghteouſnels is not fufficient to make a Man a good 
-Chriftian; and though it be true, umt we are not bound 
to the higbeſt Perfection under pain of Damnation, yer 
: the love of God, the lore of. Jeſs, and the hopes of. 
Eternal Glory, do all oblige us to aim at it; and there- 
fore we ought to bemoan our 'non-proficiency, barren- 
"meſs, and unprofirableneſs, I mean not abſolnrely ſuch, 
but ratively, with reſpect to what we ſhould at- 
*Gin to: And that yen may do this aright, demand of 
your ſelves, What requital have we made our Parents! 
What affiftanee have we afforded them, fince- God has 


+ Bleſſed us? What ſhare of what God has prolper d us 


with have we given to the Poor, the Hungry, and the 


Naked? What ſervice have we done for the comfort 
k and ſuppo 


rt of any that have been any ways diſtreſ- 
fed? After this, read with a ſober Devotion the B=a- 


. *rirudes, Matth. 5. and examine the ſtate of your Souls 
| poor in Spirit, contented- in the. 


-by em, thus: Am I. 


loweſt fiate, reſign d up to God both as to my Under- 


1 


"Tn carefully ſtudying 


Do I loye my God, 


= — -- 
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my .own Endowments both natural and moral ? Dol 


| mourn under the ſenſe of my paſt Sins, and my preſenc 


defects and infirmities? Do I weep in ſecret for the 
Sins of my People, for the Deſolations and Diviſions of 
the Church of Chriſt, for the Infidelity of Jew and 
Gentile, and, in general, for the diſhonour God's Name 
ſuffers in the World? Am I of a meck and quiet 
ſpirir, peaceable, and Now to Anger, full of Humility 
and Reverence towards all, hut eff my Gover- 
nours and Maſters, ftudyin to*do my own buſineſs, 
and to live quietly in my on? Do I hunger and 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs As my Soul gs: wich . 
deſite of faving Knowledge? Do 1 delight in the me- 
ditation of Heavenly Truths ? Am 1 raviſh'd with the 
Lovelineſs and Beauty of Works trul t and 
Chriſtian ? Am I merciful?. Do. 1 18 to imitate 
my Heavenly Father as far as ] am a 5 bein ny” 
aſſiqnate to the diſtreſſed, 
ſuffering towards the offender, gore and eaſily 828 I 
and rel cdl urſuing the good 
Au, even of mine Enemies, and fu whoſe ctther 
Ingratitude to me, or their ayerſjon. to their own 4 
— — the. Wor much more difficult . Am I pure 
ws Is the World erucificd. to me 7 Dg F account 
things but dung and droſs in co mpariion of the 
Seltene of the PS a of. kgs]. it Jeſus my Lord? 
Sy my Nag even to a thirſt 
after 2 Diflolurion, 485 putting off the Body, I my 
enjoy em in Heaven? Do Lin the ſingleneſs and fim- 
plieity my Heart AT ws the Honour of God with--. 
out regard 40 any by;1n texeſt or corrupt affeftion ? Am- 
La Peace- maker, 2 to yur urchaſe it for my ſelf, 
or promote it n others by any travail or pains, 
and 15 very great diſadvantages to my ſelf? Do 1. 
purſue Peace in che Church of Chriſt, in the State, in. 
* Nighbourbood, in the Family, in my narrow capaci- 
ty, Vie all imaginable zeal? Laſtly, Am, I willing, if 
the Will of God ſo be, to part with all, and follow 


fer iſt, to undergo not only Reisen ee . 


7 


ful ro the needy, con 


— 


Ie Eine Faith. 


ſs 2 

har if od . the f of all I have, nay, Sbipes NN 
* riſonment, wa pay it ſelf ? Theſe - are 4 coſy 
— ho you are 2 9 after, and though you may 
| al very ſhort of 'em, this Examination 9 to 
enerea e your Humility, to make you more rtu- < 
mate for the aſſiſtance of God, and more deln dus of paul 
being ſtrengthen'd and refreſt'd by che Holy Sacra- 
8 ment; nay, it will excite and quicker” your Graces in my f 
you ; for there is a lovelineſs in Virtue, and therefore Och 
the oftener you ſeriouſly behold * the more you's by | 

enamow'd of it. 

When you have Alcoverd by this Examination the ſhed 
fate of your Souls, then proceed to bewail m before 


God, thus : Theſe, and many more which I cannot re- ny 
- eollefh, are au Sins, O thou Judge of the World, and ly fri 


theſe have all been repeated from time to time, fo that 
they now are grown formidable to me for their very um 
number; and yet beſides this, how voking are the 
Fe ing of them, that I ſhould Sin thus in defiance - 425 
the brighteſt Revelation of thy Will, in contempt of chat 
ſuffering, Patience, aud Goodneſs; in tontempt 
0 thy aſtoniſhing Love manifeſted in my Redem wh alſo 
dy the Blood of Jeſus, in defiance, of thy great and : 
_ ious Promiſes, and of all the calls of thy Spirit ot 2nd 
thy Providence ? Nay, O my God, I have trampled un- * 
der foot all my moſt ſdlemn Engagements, and return d my 
to the commiſſion of Sin, in contempt even of my Re- of 
pentance, my Vos and Reſolutions, andcin'ft thau have ty, 
"mercy upon ſuch a Wretch as 1. am? I know A have rity 
molt juſtly provoked thy Wrath and Indigna tion againſt ſtab! 
me, my Sins are gone over my Head as 2 thick loud, F. thy 
| they are. a ſore burthen, too heavy for me to bear; | 
\ they ar more in number than the Hairs of my Head: taln 
and my Heart has fail'd me; but, O Lord my God, I Lor 
1 do earneſtly repent, and am heartily ſorry for theſe 
my miſdoings, the remembrance of em is 8 | 
me, the burden of em is intolerable, I am aſhamed. 
even copfounded under the ſenſe of my folly and 
* titude ; 93 thy Terrour, and Fearful- b 


*, 


; 1 


ne ins 
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e neſs and trembling has taken hold upon me; I have 


h conſider d thy tender Mercies, and my Soul is wound- 
ual ed within me, for having ſo falſly and unworthily for- 


* ſaken and offended thee: I have conſider d the Hu- 
ta miliation and the Sufferings of my bleſſed daviour, and 


my Soul ſuffers an Agony of love and ſhame within 

ol me for what I have done againſt my dear Lord. I 

| have confider'd the Beauty Holineſs, and 1 lozth 
in my ſelf for the Deformity and Pollutions of my Sins: 
O therefore thou, who do'ſt delight to ſhew Mercy to 
repenting Sinners, thou God of Love and Mercy, have 
Mercy upon me; and O thou Lamb of God, Which did'ſt 
ſhed thy Blood for Sinners, have Mercy upon me; thou 
that takeſt away the Sins of the World, have Mercy up- 
on me; and O my Heavenly Father, deliver me not on- 
ly from the gui lt, but from the power of my Sin; I 
tremble indeed at thy Wrath, and my Soul faints with- 
ny in me, when I think of being excluded for ever from 
the thy preſence; but I do alſo loath and deteſt my Sin, O 
deliver me from it: Aid me by thy bleſſed - Spirit, 
that 1 may conquer and ſubdue all my corrupt Aﬀe- 
ctions: O — 2 Spirit which was in Jeſus be in me 
alſo, that the Life of Jeſus may be ſeen in all my Acti- 
ons, and the Image of Jeſus may be form d in my Soul, 
and my Converſation may be in Heaven; and here, O 
Lord, 1 offer up and devote to thee even my Soul and 
my. Body, refolvin to live a Life of Devotion, a Life 
of Juſtice and Charity, a Life of Meekneſs and Humili- _--. 
ty, 2 Life of Induſtry and Watchfulneſs, 4 Life of Pu- 
rity and Sobriety : O Lord ſtrengthen me, O Lord e- 
ſtabliſn me by the might of thy Spirit, by the power of 
thy Word, by the protection of thy Providence, that I 
may perſevere and be faichful unto the end, and ſo ob- 
tina Crown of Righteouſneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our * 
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III. The Exerciſe of Charity. — 
eee Chu 


O my God, thou haſt taught me by thy holy Word, ſlan- 
iat thou art Love, and that he only who d welleth in- em, 
Love, dwelleth in these; and aceordingly I do find, othe 
that thou art long · ſuſſering and merciful, that thou fi- nal. 
Jeſt even the Wicked and thine Enemies with thy = 
dodnefs: And, O my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, WF | 

J find chat in this alſo thou art the expreſs image of I by. 0 
a Father, and the brightneſs of his Glory; for thou I I- h 
cameſt from Heaven to Earth to die for thine Ene- I chy 
Taies,-t0 reconcile Man to GO firſt, and then to re- Cha 
cancile and endear us all to one another, and haſt taught Min. 
us, that we cannot be thy Diſciples unleſs we love one I ty: 
Another : I do therefore moſt readily: forgive all thoſe but 
chat have wrong d me either by word or deed; I da as f. 
from my Heart readily pardon all thoſe who have or 1 C 
As do earndfly deſire to be the Child of my for- 
Heavenly Father, and the Diſciple of my dear Maſter in Wan 
1 my Re- apf 
conciliation ſnould not be ſincere or perfect enough, 1 mise 
do firmly: purpoſe upon every opportunity 2 — B 
My Charity towards mine Enemies, my acts of Love tow: 
and Kindneſs; and left, after all, 1ſhould:not be zea- beg 
laus-en to promote that Love and Unity which is abro 
me. e 

dont 


o (dear Aud acceptable to my God and my Saviour, 

Jeſt, I ſhould not throughly copy out the Divine Pat- | 

ctern that is ſet 1 will nor only with unfeigned and 

f Humility and AftiQtion of Soul confeſs my | Offence, me; 

. Make and beg Pardon for any Wrong 1 bleſs 

Have done others,” but L will wode and — ER thy 
- thoſe who have wrong'd me into a reconciflation: | 

For how well muſt- this. become me, when God him- 

| felf courts and, beſeeches the Sinner, and -the Son of that 

Got preach'd and prayd, and wept and died for thoſe bim 
bo were irreconcileably ſer againſt him; _ 


- 


—— — — Loaf 
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re thee, my 


but alſo. diſeountenanei 
as far as in qne lies. Fi 
' , Oghou-God of Love, fill me with; 
fill me ich Brothexly Affection, and with. a fervent Ze: 
far che good of my Neighbour ; nor ſuſſer me ever to be 
Wanting, according to my ca 
bhappineſs of the proſperous 
miſery of cho aſflicted and the ſinner. 
Bat, O my God, - whilſt I pray 
towards, my Neighbour, I muſt not forget to beg, and 
beg eargeſtly, that by the ſame Spiri | 
abroad the · Love of thee my God in my Heart: O let a 
me,. ever remember the great things which thou haſt 
the Patience 


God, I do now call to mind how unkindlly, 
bow unchriſtianly 1 have behav'd my ſelf 
towards thoſe who are my Governours in 
Church and State; Ihave often made falſe, 
ſſanderous, and ſpightful Reflections upon 
'em, and have aided and countenancd 
others in the like; I cannot make to them a Perſo- 
nal Acknowledgment of my Offences, nor ſue to em in 
rticular for the pardon of em: Here thereforo be- 
and my Judge, whom 1. have here- 
by. offended, I do confeſs and bewail my Sin and Fol- 
ly, humbly. imploring thy Pamon, and rhe affſtance of 
thy Grace, that I may bengeforth walk in Chriſtian 
Charity towards thoſe WhO are my Governours, 
Miniſters for my good ; not only forbeariug all Diſloyxl- 
ty; Diſobedience, Malice, and Uncharitableneſs:my ſelf, 
ag and oppoſing it in all others, 


T1 ld by 
ſuch as are 
con cia of |. 
Undanifuineſs 
tow ard their 


ity; to encreaſe the 


pious, 


done for me; O let me ever think 


and Long - ſuſſering which thou haſt exerciſed towards 

me; above all, let my Soul ever adore, and Love, and + 
bleſs thee, that thou haſt given thine. own Son out of 

thy Baſom to die for me, and for all Mankind, 
whoever believed on him might not periſh, but have 
Life, And O let me ever love 2 
ot thy Boſom, who hath loved me, give 
bimſelf for me, and waſh'd me from my Sins in his own 
Blaad ; and O may . = 


to relieve the 
for a Shirt of Love 
t thou 


nd gloriſie 
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frequent Commemoration of it, by devout Addreſſes to 


theemy God, by a devout Zeal for thy Glory, and the 


Propagation of the Kingdom of my Saviour, Amen, 
Amen. ' -- . 5-4 » oF , 


IV. The Exerciſe of Hope. 


Aſter all theſe Reflections which 1 he made upon 


my ſinfulneſs and the Divine Goodneſs,” upon my guilr, 


and the atonement and ſatisfaction wrought by the 
Blood of Jeſus, I find, that as the conſideration of the 
one begets Sorrow, ſo doth the conſideration of the 
other beger hope in me; and 1 find the trouble of my 
Soul clear up into Chriſtian Peace and Comfort: My 


paſt Sins indeed, and my preſent Unworthineſs, fill me. 


With Grief and Shame, and R h of Conſcience ; but 
are other things that lift me up from the Earth, 

chat wipe away my and remove the Garments of 
- my Mourning, and. fill my Soul with chearfulneſs and 
denghtſome expectations; ſuch are theſe, when I con- 
fider the Divine Nature, I am aſſur d that God delights 
not in the death of 2 Simmer, but delights in exerciſing 
; -kindneſs,” Righteouſneſs and | Earth: 
When I conſider the Death of Jeſus, I am well affurd, 
chat ir is a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satisfattion for my Sins, and the Sins of the whole 
Word ; when I, laſtly, conſider the terjour of the Goſ⸗- 


Covenant, as tis publiſh'd to the World by che Sen 


of Ged and his Followers, I find contain d in it pardon 
of Sins to all repenting and believing Sinners without Re- 
ſtriction, without Limitation, without Ex 
or Reſervation of any Caſe : * me 


| Perſon, 
> Mat. 11.28. e me all that travail and are Ae. 
4 John 3. 16. den, and I will refreſh you. So God loved 


10 the end that all that believe in him 
8 
] 2 . ſaying, and worthy 


6. 


— 
= 


on of any 


— — -— —_—_ - — — —— —— OS EG — — 2 


J am not of my ſelf worthy to pather up 


do not therefore doubt 
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"That Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to fare Sinners. | 


* If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Rithteous, and 1 ela 2. at 


he is the propitiation for our Sins. And now I lift up 


my Heart, O Lord, unto thee ; I approach near thee, 
and Sacrifiee to thee in the joy of Hope and Thankful- 
neſs :* For though I do not preſume to come to this 
thy Table truſting in my own Righteouſneſs, yet I do 
firmly truſt in the multitude of thy Mercies: I know 
up the Crumbs 
know, that the Son 


under thy Table, yet 1 do withal 


of God has died for Sinners, and thar thou art the 


ſame Lord, whoſe ty is ever to have Mercy; I 
I ſhall be welcome and ac- 
table, though in my ſelf an unworthy Gueſt to this 
Table, and being aſſiſted by thy Grace, ſhall ſo eat tho 
Fleſh * thy Son Jeſug Chriſt, and drink his Blood, that 
my ſinful Body ſhall be made elcan by his Body, 5 
my Soul waſhed through his moſt TIT Blood, and 
I ſhall evermore d well in bim, and he in me, Km 


Amen. 5 
* = | * 


— 


| _ Aug. 5. 1685. 
nimue Liber cut Titulus, | 
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chiefly for the Countrey-man, Trade man, 
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